
 

Joe Zolecki (DB ‘57) 

Joe spent his first five years teaching and coaching at Dominican High School in Whitefish 

Bay before coming to teach and coach football at Pio Nono High School.  Throughout his 

career, he taught social studies, English, theology, and physical education. 

After the merger of Don Bosco and Pio Nono, he was hired as the first baseball coach at 

Thomas More and in his baseball coaching career, his teams won Conference championships 

in 1975, 1980, 1981, 1984, 1987, 1996, and 1997 and two Wisconsin Independent Schools 

Athletic Association (WISAA) State championships in 1981 and 1996.  He was inducted into 

the Wisconsin Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame in 1994 and the St. Thomas More baseball field 

is named in his honor.  Joe also spent three years as the head baseball coach at Cardinal 

Stritch University. 

Joe also served as Athletic Director at Thomas More, and he was responsible for raising 

funds to run the athletic program while also continuing to teach classes.  He engaged parents 

and alumni to help with facility improvements that still stand today.  He served three terms in 

the leadership group with WISAA, providing his perspective when discussions began about 

merging private and public schools into one statewide athletic association.   

Over the years, Joe served as the emcee for the annual STM Dinner Auction, helped out with 

several theatrical productions, even making cameos in some, and he was named WISAA 

Athletic Director of the Year. His no-nonsense approach to education and athletics earned 

him the respect of decades of Pio Nono and Thomas More students and athletes, and he was 

also a role model to fellow teachers.   

Joe’s wife, Joan, who passed away in 2013, was also a significant figure at Thomas More.  She 

helped with theatrical productions, ran the lunch program, and volunteered for countless 

athletic events, all with a smile.  Joe and Joan have four children – David, Mark, Jennifer, and 

Michael, as well as seven grandchildren.  It is clear that family is Joe’s top priority, and the St. 

Thomas More family is lucky to have him. 
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