
 

Mary Voelker (SMA ‘62) 

Mary grew up on a truck farm in Oak Creek. Her dad, Ray Van Beck, graduated from Pio Nono 
in 1936 and her mother, Josephine Beyer, from St. Mary’s Academy in 1937. Mary and her two 
sisters also attended St. Mary’s Academy and her brother, John, went to Don Bosco.  
 
Mary developed her strong work ethic and her belief in the equal value of all people by working 
in the fields along-side school mates and migrant workers. Mary’s leadership started in high 
school where she was Student Council President before going to Cardinal Stritch College. With 
a Bachelor’s degree in mathematics, she taught math at Nicolet High School while completing a 
Master’s degree in Mathematics Education at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and an 
MBA at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 
 
Mary worked at Wisconsin Gas Company for twenty-two years before establishing a 
management consulting practice and teaching at Marquette University while completing her 
Ph.D. in Organizing Development in 2003. Mary continues to teach at Marquette as a part -time 
instructor of practice in the Graduate School of Management and in the College of Business 
Administration’s Executive Education program. This spring she was recognized as the 
outstanding adjunct instructor in the College of Business for 2019.  
 
In 1981, Mary married Bob Voelker, and the couple have two daughters, Maggie and Rosie. 
Maggie and her husband, Jason Gehler, have three children, Makenna, Camden, and Heidi. 
Rosie and her husband, Trevor Goodhue, have a son, Gavin. With both families in Milwaukee, 
Mary and Bob babysit whenever they can and find great joy in spending time with their 
grandchildren. They have just started watching their grandchildren’s soccer, softball, and tee -
ball games and look forward to more of that.  
 
Residents of Wauwatosa, Mary and Bob belong to St. Jude the Apostle Parish where Mary is 
chair of the Pastoral Council. She serves on the Board at the Red Cross of Southeastern 
Wisconsin and chairs the organization’s Volunteer and Mission Committee. Mary volunteered 
as a consultant and trainer at the Nonprofit Center of Milwaukee until it closed in 2018. At STM 
she continues to serve on the Advancement Committee after completing two three -year terms 
on the Board of Directors. 
 
Mary has a desire to help others and to make a difference in their lives. She believes that 
education is motivating for all and the key to elevating people out of poverty to lead productive 
lives. These beliefs and values drive the choices in her career path and volunteer roles.  
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