
 

Fr. Tom Suriano (SF ‘56) 

Father Tom grew up in Kenosha, Wisconsin and decided to pursue the priesthood, enrolling at St. 

Francis Minor Seminary as a boarding student.  He graduated from St. Francis Minor Seminary in 

1956 and was ordained as a priest in 1964 with his first assignment coming in his hometown at 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish.  After just a year, he was asked to become a professor of the 

New Testament at St. Francis Seminary, so he went to Catholic University in Washington, D.C. 

and then to the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome to earn his Biblical degree.  He was on the 

seminary faculty until 1981.   

In 1981, he moved to St. Leo Parish, followed by Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in 1992 and St. 

Patrick Parish in Whitewater in 2003 until his retirement in 2007.  He built a special relationship at 

St. Patrick with the college students at the nearby University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.  Father 

Tom is known for his unique brand of storytelling and for his thought-provoking homilies, and 

even as a “senior priest,” he continues to serve as a weekend assistant at several parishes.   

As well-known Scripture scholar and teacher, Father Tom has devoted his life to sharing scripture 

with those most in need of its healing message.  During his time at St. Leo, he learned of the great 

need for prison ministry.  The former convent at St. Leo housed residents from the Wisconsin 

Correctional System, so Father Tom shared many meals and prayed often with the incarcerated.  

That ministry continued when he visited the Waukesha County Jail every other week for twelve 

years for Bible study and other ministries.  Father Tom said, “Like two bookends of my life, I 

started my ministry sharing my knowledge of Scripture with seminarians and priests, and 

completed it by sharing this knowledge with jail occupants – what an honor!”  

Fr. Tom received the Vatican II Award for Service in the Priesthood from the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee in 2014.  A recipient of this award must have a healthy sense of priestly identity and 

must live his vocation joyfully.  Father Tom has certainly brought joy to the communities he has 

served for well over 50 years.  The St. Thomas More community is thankful to be among the 

communities that Father Tom has graced. 
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