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Spring greetings, friends of STM! It is hard to believe, but we are already 
in the last quarter of the school year. There have been accomplishments 
and success stories throughout the school, many of which you can read 
more about in this issue of the Spirit. Visual arts teacher Jodi Brzezinski, 
social science chair Kevin Gleeson, and social science teachers Patrick 
Idstein and Jacob Lukasiewicz were each recognized for their  
excellence in the classroom and contributions to the teaching  
profession. In March, STM was named a Project Lead the Way  
Distinguished High School for excellence in STEM education. In  
athletics, the girls’ basketball team won Regionals and Sectionals,  
qualifying for State for the first time in school history. 

Earlier this year, St. Thomas More completed the accreditation process, which used rigorous, 
research-based standards to evaluate the school in many different areas. The results of this 
accreditation process are promising. Of the three key domains, Leadership Capacity, Learning 
Capacity and Resource Capacity, there were no areas identified as critically needing attention. 
Independent evaluators noted that St. Thomas More had made “smart, strategic moves to  
ensure sustainability and has done an exceptional job identifying and implementing continuous  
improvement initiatives” to positively impact student learning and organizational effectiveness. 
The accreditation report mentions that this commitment to continuous improvement “has  
energized the community and fostered the emergence of a collaborative, caring, inclusive,  
data-informed, student-centered culture.”

To support the work of our talented teachers and students, STM has implemented a new, three-
year Strategic Plan to guide the school’s future goals and objectives. As part of this Strategic 
Plan, St. Thomas More has created a task force to enhance our shared sense of Catholic  
Identity, strengthen our institutional integrity, and ensure that the spiritual core of STM is in  
harmony with our Mission and Values. This Catholic Identity Task Force will assess and evaluate 
our faith formation program and suggest how we can better provide our students, faculty, and 
staff with opportunities to experience God’s love within the STM community. 

You are a pivotal part of what makes STM such a special place to learn and grow together. With 
your continued support, whether it be through donating, volunteering, or just helping spread 
the word about STM in your community, we can continue to provide the foundation for our  
students to lead humbly, always seek truth and knowledge, and answer God’s call to serve. For 
that I thank you and may God bless you, and through you, may God bless St. Thomas More.

A message from our President
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Katheryn Mills, STM Board of Directors

I serve on the STM Board because it gives me the ability to contribute to an organization that 
makes such a difference in the lives of its students and in the Greater Milwaukee community.  

Since joining the Board, I have gotten to know many members of the STM community, and I can 
truly say that their commitment to bettering the school and its student body is inspiring.  It is a 

pleasure to serve on a Board where I can utilize the skills I have learned as an attorney to make a 
difference.  Plus I would be remiss if I did not add that Saint Thomas More himself is the Patron 

Saint of Lawyers – it really could not be a better fit! 

-Katheryn Mills

A native of Neillsville in Central Wisconsin, Mills graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and earned her law degree from 
Marquette University. As an undergrad, she developed her interest in 
education while working in the Chancellor’s Office at the  
University of Wisconsin Colleges and University of Wisconsin- 
Extension. While in law school, Mills clerked for the Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin, assisting with research for Marquette 
Law School’s associate dean, and interning for Marquette’s Office 
of the General Counsel. In 2015, she joined Godfrey & Kahn’s Labor, 
Employment & Immigration Practice, where she advises clients on a 
variety of day-to-day employment matters, including administering 
family and medical leave law, disability accommodations, and wage 
and hour matters.

Comprised of dedicated volunteers from all walks of life, the St. Thomas More High School 
Board of Directors plays a crucial role in the success and vitality of the school. Serving as the 
school’s most trusted advisors, the Board of Directors helps form school policy, adopt changes 
and new initiatives, and offer their professional and personal expertise to further the mission of 
St. Thomas More High School.
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Katie Mills is one of STM’s newest members of the board of directors. Welcome!

Upcoming Events
Please visit tmore.org for more information on STM events.

AP Spring Art Show 
May 17

Baccalaureate Mass 
June 2

Graduation 
June 3

Thomas More Open Golf Outing 
August 13

Athletic Hall of Fame Induction/
Wall of Champions Induction 
October 6

Homecoming 
October 6

Alumni Hall of Fame Induction 
September 29

Spring Concert 
May 20



Alumni Hall of Fame Induction Set for September
Founded in 1995, the Alumni Hall of Fame at St. Thomas More is a collection of some of our most accomplished 
alumni and former teachers. Their achievements in life are varied across an array of career paths, but they all have 
one thing in common: they embody the spirit and mission of St. Thomas More High School. They have lived lives 
of service to their communities while following the teachings of Jesus Christ.  
 
We are excited to announce that we will induct a new class on Saturday, September 29, 2018, in an event held 
at St. Thomas More.  We will be announcing our class of inductees in May, so please watch your emails and our 
social media pages for that announcement! 
  
In the meantime, we need your help to identify deserving alumni and past faculty/staff for future inductions. To 
nominate someone, please compile a list of their accomplishments in the areas of career achievement,  
community service, academics and/or fine arts. To be eligible, nominees must have graduated at least ten years 
prior to their year of nomination or be a former member of the STM faculty/staff. 
 
Nominees may be living or deceased.  Nominations can be sent to Dan Steffes at dsteffes@tmore.org.  A  
nomination form is also available at tmore.org/halloffame.

An Athletic Hall of Fame induction ceremony will be held at St. Thomas More on Saturday, October 6, 2018, as we 
hang the plaques of seven more teams on the Coach Jim Haluska Wall of Champions. 

  

We will also induct a class of individual athletes at this event, so please watch your emails and our social  
media pages for the announcement of those individuals in May. To nominate an athlete or coach for induction 
into the Athletic Hall of Fame, please compile a list of their high school athletic accomplishments or coaching 
accomplishments.  Alumni nominees must have graduated at least five (5) years prior to their year of nomination 
(for athletes) or must be a former coach at STM.  Nominations can be sent to Dan Steffes at dsteffes@tmore.org. 
A nomination form is also available at tmore.org/athletichalloffame.

Coach Haluska Wall of Champions to Add Seven Teams in October

Honoring Our Alumni

1976 Swim 
1977 Basketball

1977 Swim
1977 Wrestling

1977 Cross Country
1977 Football

1978 Wrestling 
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Relish the Tradition of the Annual STM Dinner Auction

Save the Date for the 2019 Auction 
March 30, 2019

Thanks to the hard work of dedicated committee members and the support of sponsors and guests, the 35th 
Annual Dinner Auction – “Cavalier Supper Club” – will go down as one of our most memorable. The  
atmosphere of a traditional Wisconsin supper club made our gym full of 390 guests feel like a much more 
intimate space, especially when we paused the festivities to present Father Tom Wittliff (SF ’55) with the 
2018 Chancellor Award. We debuted a video, available for viewing now on our website, featuring Father Tom 
talking about his life and his calling to the priesthood. Alumni guests in the video spoke about what Father 
Tom has meant to them and to St. Thomas More High School over the more than three decades since he 
became involved. The video left tears in eyes throughout the room, and FT followed the video with a speech 
featuring his trademark wit and sincerity. It was a fitting tribute to a priest who has given five decades of his 
life to the Milwaukee area and we are blessed to list his name among those who have received St. Thomas 
More High School’s highest honor.

All told, we raised over $173,000 for our school, the second-highest total for any Dinner Auction throughout 
our 35 years. We are so grateful to all of those involved who served on the committee, secured donations, 
volunteered, or attended the event.

Thank you to our event sponsors!
Lake Country Candies
Catalyst Construction

Anonymous
Roman Electric

CG Schmidt
Cudahy Dental Associates

Klein-Dickert
Lee Barczak (PN ’69) & Jane Schilz (SMA ’78)

St. Francis Brewery
Just Fore Kids

David (TM ’75) & Verna Seitz
TM Class of 1997

Terry St. Marie (TM ’78)
Carl & Karen Kitzinger

Max A. Sass & Sons Funeral Home
Cardinal Fabricating

Susan Rose
Leonard Gigowski Catholic Education Foundation 

Rozga Funeral Home
Arcadis

TM Quarterback Club
Midwestern Shooters Supply

The Scholz Family
Southeast Catholic Parishes

Butters-Fetting
Gordie Boucher Nissan of Greenfield

Golden Corral/Root River Center

Anne (STM ‘11) and Jed Wardecke  
celebrate after winning a trip to Mexico

Victor Zarate (TM ‘02) escorts Fr. Tom 
through the gym after his speech

Senior Gabrielle Kennedy  
addresses the crowd 

Special thanks to Val Hirsch and Cassandra Wagner (STM ‘08) for the excellent photography at this event. 
Please visit our Facebook page to view a complete photo album of Cavalier Supper Club.
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“This was not a Cinderella Story,” head varsity 
coach Brian Krysiak said about the 2017-18 Girls’ 
Basketball season, in which the Lady Cavaliers 
earned a spot at the state tournament for the 
first time in program history. With an excellent 
record of 21-6 overall and 13-3 in conference, 
only one game away from the Metro Classic 
Conference Title, the Cavaliers were confident 
all season that their goal of playing at the Resch 
Center in Green Bay would be achieved. 

Senior captains Taylor Kirby and Brianna Flayter 
led the team on and off the court. Both ladies 
are four-year varsity players and have added a 
number of conference, area, and state awards 
to their basketball resumes this season. Kirby 
was named Honorable Mention All-Area, High 

Honorable Mention All-Suburban, and 1st Team 
All-Conference. Flayter was named 4th Team 
All-Area, 1st Team All-State Division 3, 1st Team 
All-Suburban, and 1st Team All-Conference. 
Their teammates, freshman Lindsay Kirby and 
sophomore Kya Gordon, also received  
Honorable Mention All-Conference awards. 

While Kirby and Flayter will be playing  
collegiate basketball next year – Kirby at 
Maryville University and Flayter at St. Xavier 
University – playing in the state tournament was 
a milestone they are sure to remember for the 
rest of their lives. “I’m just thankful we’ve had 
this amazing opportunity,” Kirby said. “Most 
teams don’t ever get to go to state and we got 
to do it in our final go-around.”

Lady Cavaliers Make STM History

“I’m just thankful we’ve had 
this opportunity. Most teams 
don’t ever get to go to state 

and we got to do it in our final 
go-around.” 

 
Senior Taylor Kirby
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Pictured Right: Senior players Emma 
Dolata, Liz Slowik, Brianna Flayter, 

Taylor Kirby, and Ellie Hoffmann



Support STM Athletics
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The Road to State

February 23 
Regional Game vs University School  

Win 61 - 25

February 24 
Regional Final vs Dominican 

Win 65 - 51

March 1 
Sectional Game vs Kettle Moraine Lutheran 

Win 48 - 41

March 3 
Sectional Final vs Laconia High School

Win 53 - 40

March 8
State Semi-Final vs Amherst 

Loss 32 - 45

The last month of the season brought the 
entire school community together. Former 
players, teachers, and parents were seen at 
each game, and a school-record six full buses 
of students made the trip to the Resch 
Center to fill the Cavalier Fan Section. 

“This season was an amazing experience,” 
Coach Krysiak said. “The kids had this goal 
from the beginning of the year, and they  
believed we could get it accomplished. This 
was an excellent team that will go down as 
one of, if not the best, girls’ basketball teams 
to ever play at St. Thomas More. These kids 
turned me from a coach into a fan, and I 
believed that we could win every game we 
played in. We didn’t finish the way we  
wanted to, but this team deserved to be 
at the State Tournament. Thank you to the 
parents and fans who brought the energy to 
each game and supported the team through 
each win and loss this season.”

Our student-athletes rely on your support to continue building on the incredible successes of the 
past year and add to the rich tradition of excellence at St. Thomas More, Don Bosco, Pio Nono, and 
St. Francis Seminary. Your donation to STM Athletics allows us to provide our student-athletes with 
new equipment, enhance our facilities, cover travel expenses, and much more.

To make a tax-deductible gift to STM Athletics, visit tmore.org/donate and choose Athletics as the  
Designation. You can also send us a check using enclosed envelope. Write “Athletics” in the memo 
line to indicate that you would like your donation to benefit our student-athletes.

Thank you for your support!

Pictured Left: View of the starters waiting to be announced from the Resch Center jumbo-tron at the state tournament 
Pictured Right: The team supports Flayter and Kirby when they sign to play basketball in college  



New Bells, Same Mission: The STM Enrichment Schedule
At STM, enrichment goes beyond simple  
academic success. It means cultivating the whole 
student, endowing each student with mental,  
physical, and spiritual wealth. Enrichment is  
students collaborating and studying effectively 
while maintaining a healthy lifestyle. It means to 
balance a strenuous physical workout and peace of 
mind. It correlates with deep personal and spiritual 
reflection and the connection to daily life. With our 
continued dedication towards educating the whole 
person, our students can expect a more balanced 
approach to their high school career. Students 
will have a more focused and enhanced academic 
experience, a reduction in daily stress and anxiety, 
and they will experience the benefits of improved 
emotional, physical, spiritual, and social health. 

After three years of research and planning, we are 
proud to announce that the Enrichment Schedule, a 
four-block daily rotation, will start in fall 2018.  
Students will have four extended class periods and 
an Enrichment Period daily. The longer class  
periods promote more collaborative and hands-on 
learning and teaching, which contribute to a  
greater depth of knowledge and a more well- 
rounded experience. In addition, the daily pace 
slows down and mimics the academic lifestyle of 
colleges and universities.

 

What is the Enrichment Period? 

At the end of most school days, the Enrichment  
Period is a 52-minute period in every student’s 
schedule. This class period was intentionally  
created to provide students the opportunities to 
further enrich their mind, body, and spirit without 
interruption or reduction in class time while also 
slowing down the day’s pace. Students can:  

1. access schoolwide support resources and  
services (counselors, teachers, NHS student tutors, 
staff, campus ministry, and the STM Chapel);  

2. utilize the renovated fitness center and  
participate in an individualized workout program; 
and  

3. participate in weekly class masses and club 
meetings.  

Ultimately, the Enrichment Period will aid in the 
molding of our students into men and women for 
all seasons upon graduation.
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“When reviewing our current schedule, we realized that it had run its course, and it was no longer  
beneficial to our students due to the increase in AP, PLTW, and concurrent enrollment offerings. In  

addition, student wellness was one of our top priorities, and after several years of research, the block 
schedule provided us the best option to address student wellness while also maintaining the school’s 

high academic standards.”  
Nicholas Kelly, Principal

Enrichment Schedule Example
A Day

Biology 7:50 - 9:12

World History 9:16 - 10:38

Art Fundamentals 10:42 - 12:04

Lunch 12:08 - 12:38

Algebra 12:42 - 2:04 

Enrichment Period 2:08 - 3:00 

7:50 - 9:12

9:16 - 10:38

10:42 - 12:04

12:08 - 12:38

12:42 - 2:04 

2:08 - 3:00 

B Day
Spanish

Sports Training

English 1

Lunch

Catholic Identity

Enrichment Period



PREPARATION FOR SUCCESS

Four STM Educators Recognized for Teaching Excellence
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Currently in her 18th year teaching, Brzezinski, who also received the 2017  
Wisconsin Art Educator of the Year Award from the Wisconsin Art Education  
Association, serves as president of the Milwaukee Area Teachers of Art and teaches 
classes at the Greendale Parks and Recreation Department. She is also a past  
recipient of the Kohl Teacher Fellowship, a past board member of the Wisconsin Art 
Education Association, and holds a Master’s degree in Visual Studies from Cardinal 
Stritch University.

A graduate of Marquette University, Lukasiewicz is currently in his second year 
teaching after completing his student-teaching at St. Thomas More in 2015. He 

teaches World History, US History, Crime & Justice, Modern American Issues, and 
AP Microeconomics and serves as head coach for the JV2 boys’ basketball team.

After completing his fourth year at STM, Gleeson was named social sciences  
department chair in 2016. Last year, Gleeson completed the fellowship program at 
the University of Wisconsin Center for the Study of the American Constitution and 
was nominated for the Gilder Lehrman Institute History Teacher of the Year award.  

Gleeson also moderates STM’s National Honor Society and has been selected as an 
AP Reader for U.S. Government and Politics this year.

In his sixth year at STM, Marquette University graduate Idstein teaches AP U.S. 
History, AP Psychology, and World History. He also has recently been selected as 
an AP Reader for the U.S. History exam.  After assistant coaching since 2012, Idstein 
was named the head cross country coach and continues to coach the distance  
runners for track and field at STM.

STM was one of just 133 high schools in the United States – and the only  
located in the city of Milwaukee – to be named a Project Lead the Way Distinguished 
High School. The PLTW Distinguished School recognition honors schools committed 
to increasing student access, engagement, and achievement in their PLTW programs, 
which provide students with transformative, hands-on learning opportunities in  
science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and medicine.

Jodi Brzezinski 
Wisconsin Art Educator of the Year 
National Art Education Association

Jake Lukasiewicz 
Early Career Educator  

Wisconsin Association of Colleges for Teacher Education

Pat Idstein 
Fellowship Recipient 
University of Wisconsin Center for the Study of the American Constitution

Kevin Gleeson 
Kohl Teacher Fellow 

Herb Kohl Educational Foundation



Chantel 
Newman (STM ‘09)

Chantel Newman (STM ’09) is a technical  
analyst at Baxter Healthcare in Largo,  
Florida. Newman earned her degree in  
biomedical engineering from Marquette  
University, where she specialized in biocom-
puting. At STM, along with her college  
preparatory courses, Newman was a member 
of varsity tennis and basketball, chorus, and 
student council, helping her learn to manage 
her time efficiently and cultivate the  
leadership, teamwork, and communication 
skills that are now benefiting her in her career 
in the medical device industry. 

“STM was the first step in deciding my future,” 
Newman said. “The STEM classes led me to 
my decision to study engineering in college 
and ultimately led me to the career I have 
now. The skills I gained at STM, especially 
when working with mentors or presenting my 
work, have been invaluable.” 

Becoming an engineer was not always the 
plan, however. Without thinking it would  
become her career path, Newman added  
engineering to her schedule as a freshman, 
and the subject’s project-based learning 
quickly sparked her interest. “Engineering 
ended up becoming my favorite class for the 
next four years,” she said. 
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“The STEM classes led me to my decision 
to study engineering in college and  

ultimately led me to the career I have 
now. The skills I gained at STM, especially 
when working with mentors or presenting 

my work, have been invaluable.” 



The hands-on learning in STM’s Project Lead 
the Way (PLTW) engineering courses  
captivated Newman, and her interest  
continued to grow as she went on to  
college. Through Marquette’s co-op program, 
Newman interned at GE Healthcare, where 
she was as a member of the company’s  
Usability, Software, Manufacturing, and  
Verification teams. “While in college, I was 
part of many projects that furthered my  
interest in engineering,” Newman explained. “I 
learned how to work on an engineering team, 
how to function in business, how to work on 
different projects simultaneously, and how 
to successfully communicate with different 
groups. The hands-on learning at STM and 
guidance from my teachers and mentors 
helped prepare me to take advantage of 
these opportunities.”

Newman believes the skills gained in STM  
engineering courses are well worth the  
challenges. “Follow through and stick with 
it,” Newman advises current and future PLTW 
students. “It was my most difficult class at 
times, but the applications learned are what 
I have most applied to real-world situations, 
and have had an enormous impact on my 
work and personal life. The world needs more 
STM engineers!”

PREPARATION FOR SUCCESS

“It was my most difficult class at times, 
but the applications learned are what I 

have most applied to real-world  
situations, and have had an enormous 
impact on my work and personal life.  

The world needs more STM engineers!”

Pictured Left: Chantel (top row, third from left) regularly attends the annual Girls’ Basketball Alumni Game 
Pictured Right: Chantel on the Marquette University Club Basketball Team
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Chantel (far right) with her peers  
at Marquette University



Servant Leadership

“Before, I thought that I could only use my basketball 
skills to beat my opponent, but I can also use them for 
much more, like contributing to those with disabilities. 
It changed my perspective on what service is. Service 

doesn’t just have to be a task that must be done;  
rather it can be something fun and exciting where 

you’re helping something as important as the Special 
Olympics. This was an amazing experience where I was 

able to interact with other and see the happiness on 
each athlete’s face.”

 
Marlene Bello Del Pilar (STM ‘20) 

Junior Varsity

This school year marked the beginning of what is hoped to become a long relationship between 
the Cavaliers and Special Olympics Wisconsin. Through the Center for Servant Leadership and 
Civic Engagement, students have volunteered at state and regional Special Olympic events for 
bocce ball, tennis, bowling and, most recently, basketball. Five girls and three boys from the Junior 
Varsity and Junior Varsity 2 teams joined Coach Julia, Coach Putney, Coach Lukasiewicz and Mr. 
Greuel at the District Basketball Skills Competition at Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School.  
Cavaliers helped score the drills, escort athletes to their events, and possibly most important of all, 
cheer on every athlete while they competed. Coaches and Cavaliers alike had a great time helping 
with this incredible event.
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Sophomores Noemi, Marlene, and Citlali ran 

and scored the passing competition



STM IN  THE COMMUNITY

Guest Speaker:
Captain Guy Gruters, Vietnam POW 

May 4, 2018 
Open to the Public

Servant Leadership Trip:
Camp Manitowish 
June 25 to July 1

“When you see the excitement on kids’ faces after they make 
a basket, it gives you the feeling that you’re doing something 

right. I’ve been apart of many nail-biter games during my 
coaching career, where the crowd was never calm and noise 

never ceased, but being in a gym full of Special Olympians, the 
energy was incredible. As a coach, this event has taught me 

even more about the love of the game. It doesn’t matter what 
your age, race, or ability is... dedication and determination will 
always triumph over all. This amazing group of people from all 
over the area brought the momentum and energy to blow the 

roof off that gym, and it was truly an experience of a lifetime.”  
 

Coach Julia Bratel (TM ‘07) 
Junior Varsity 2 Head Coach

What’s next for our servant leaders...

15
Cavaliers volunteering at a  

Special Olympics Bowling event

The STM connection with Special Olympics gives  
Cavaliers the chance to use what they learn at practice 
and apply it in different ways. “I have loved seeing  
firsthand how our student-athletes are using their  
natural talents and interests to provide encouragement 
and support to their peers competing in Special  
Olympics,” said Center for Servant Leadership and 
Civic Engagement Director Mike Greuel. “This selfless 
service, rooted in meaningful interactions and new  
perspectives, epitomizes how we hope students grow 
as servant leaders.”

Freshmen Ben, Chris, and Lukas ran and scored 
the dribbling competition

Freshman Meghan and Coach Julia ran and 
scored the shooting competition
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SAVE THE DATE!

Monday, August 13
Ironwood Golf Course 

Sussex, Wisconsin

2018 Thomas More Open

tmore.org/TMO


