
 

Steve Ozbolt (TM ‘86) 

As a student at Thomas More, classmates recognized Steve as someone who was willing to 

help others.  He has also had a passion for cooking since he was a child, and he has blended 

both his passion for cooking and his desire to help into a career. 

His parents were the primary influence on his culinary career, with his father handing down 

his secret recipes for “Dad’s Brats” and “Grandpa’s Hickory Smoked Sausages,” and his 

mother sharing her Croatian specialties and desserts.  In 2009, Steve and his wife, Laurie, 

started a company called Emerald City Catering, renting out the basement kitchen of 

Blessed Sacrament Church, where Steve grew up.  Two years later, the business moved to 

South Milwaukee, providing take-out and off-site catering.  In 2018, they moved to 

Milwaukee’s South Side, expanding their services, adding on-site catering and banquet 

services.   

He also spreads positive thoughts with his chalkboard at Emerald City – sharing his daily 

“pOZitivity” messages.  For Steve, it is more than just words on a chalkboard.  He has 

always made it his priority to take care of those who need it most, starting a Pay as You May 

Sunday buffet where diners pay what they can afford for a buffet or meal, even taking care 

of those who cannot pay at all.  He then donates the proceeds of the meal to charity.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Pay as You May Sunday buffet evolved into Pay as 

You May Meals, where people can pay what they are able to get a prepared meal during the 

week.   

Friends and community members share numerous examples of Steve’s generosity.  He has 

worked with Milwaukee Street Angels, an organization that serves the homeless population 

in Milwaukee, donating not only food but also his time to set up, serve, and clean up.  He 

provided his venue for the memorial service and dinner for the victim of a tragic accident, 

using the Pay as You May program to help the family with funeral expenses.  Steve is a true 

example of a servant leader.   
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