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Gerald D. “Jerry” Kleczka (DB ‘61)
Gerald D. “Jerry” Kleczka graduated from Don Bosco High School in 1961. In 1967, at the age of 24,
the voters of Wisconsin elected him to the State Assembly for his first of three terms. His
constituents promoted him to the Wisconsin State Senate in 1974 where he assumed leadership as
the Assistant Majority Leader and Co-Chair of the legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance. In 1974
Jerry met the love of his life, Bonnie Scott, and they married on August 20, 1978, settling in
Madison. After a hard-fought special election in 1984, Jerry ascended to a position in the U.S.
Congress. He and Bonnie moved to Alexandria, Virginia, closer to his work in Washington D.C.
Jerry proudly served the constituents of the 4th Congressional District with distinction for 20
years. During his Congressional term, Jerry championed for working men and women and
tirelessly advocated for our veterans and the elderly. He served on the House Ways and Means
Committee where he worked to push through major health care and spending reforms. Jerry
remained faithful to his constituents over his 20 years, returning to his district at least every other
week, listening to his friends and neighbors in Wisconsin and helping them navigate challenging
government bureaucracy.
With an undefeated election record and 11 terms in Congress to his credit, Jerry retired from office
in 2005. Jerry always maintained humble appreciation for the hundreds of people who helped him
throughout his career, from the dedicated campaign volunteers stuffing envelopes, to those passing
out literature or distributing yard signs, to his loyal staff members in both Milwaukee and
Washington D.C. The scores of lifelong friends Jerry made were not lost on him, and he remained
grateful for those countless whom he considered among his family. As a final gracious gesture
after a life in public office and in connection with the Les Aspin Center for Government at
Marquette University, Jerry established the Kleczka Internship Program, a unique need -based
program inspired by Jerry’s desire to connect Wisconsin community leaders with skilled interns
eager to learn and become involved in government service. His legacy continues through this
program which has helped may young men and women pursue an honorable career in public
service.
Retirement brought Jerry and Bonnie back to Wisconsin, settling in Middleton, once again curating
a beautiful home and yard they relished sharing with both the Scott and Kleczka families.
Throughout his life, Jerry enjoyed woodworking, cooking, gardening and assisting family with
remodeling projects in between his own home improvement exploits.
During their 39 years together, Jerry and Bonnie shared their lives with their families. With so
much time spent in public life, Jerry remained devoted to his brother and sisters, brothers -in-law
and sisters-in-law, cousins, nieces and nephews. Jerry passed away on October 8, 2017, after a
lifetime of service to his family, friends and country.
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