
 

Jim Hemesath (DB ‘58) 

While attending Don Bosco High School, Jim Hemesath took a personality test that revealed 
strong humanitarian qualities. That aspect of his personality has taken him many places in his 
remarkable life while providing a lasting inspiration for his friends and family.  
 
Upon graduation from Don Bosco 1958, Jim pursued a career in nursing, training at Chicago’s 
Alexian Brothers Hospital and Mount Carmel Mercy Hospital in Detroit, ultimately becoming 

a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist. Jim then enlisted in the U.S. Army and was 
admitted to Officer Candidate School. Upon his commission, he was deployed to Vietnam. 
Shortly after arriving in the war zone, he was called to assist 30 soldiers injured in a bombing 
that lead to 22 amputations. While serving in Vietnam, Jim often worked long hours in 
facilities that lacked even the most basic medical or anesthesia equipment.  
 
Jim has said that his greatest professional and spiritual growth occurred in Vietnam. He saw 
his service as an opportunity to express kindness and compassion while supporting the 
wounded. Recognizing his incredible work ethic and dedication, Jim received the Army 
Commendation Medal and the Combat Service Medal. He held the rank of captain when he 
left active service. 

 
After his discharge from the military, Jim met Rosemary Deters, and they were married on 
May 11, 1968. Jim and Rosemary have two daughters – Elizabeth and Amy. They also have 
three grandchildren. Jim and Rosemary were married for 45 years when Rosemary died in 
2013. In November 2016, Jim married Corinne McNally.  
 
Jim continues helping others in need. In January 2011, Jim joined a group of Catholic 
missionaries and medical professionals who volunteered to help residents recovering from the 
devastating earthquake that struck Haiti a year earlier. Operating out of a local church, Jim 
and his colleagues saw up to 12 patients per day, performing complicated surgeries for 
advanced diseases, trauma and cataracts. He continues to serve in Haiti, having recently 

taken his seventh trip there. Over the years, he and others have raised enough donations to 
build an air- conditioned surgical suite that they use to perform around 40 eye procedures 
each year. 
 
Jim credits the Brothers at Don Bosco for cultivating his will to serve, and he thanks the entire 
school community for providing him with the “building blocks” to make a difference in 
people’s lives. 
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