
 

Larry Florek (DB ‘62) 

Larry Florek graduated from Don Bosco in 1962 and began his teaching career 
in 1966 at St. Matthew’s in Oak Creek, teaching sixth grade.  Toward the end of 
that year, he phoned the sister in charge of listing the names of teachers seeking 
employment in high schools and mentioned that he was an English teacher.  She 
replied “Oh, a dime a dozen.”  Despite the comment, he received many calls 
from schools looking for an English teacher, and he found his way back to his 
alma mater in 1967.  
 
He taught English at Don Bosco and Thomas More and later added a 
certification in math.  He also earned a certification in administration, and over 
the years had three stints as assistant principal.  He also coached basketball, 
football, track, golf and, most notably, wrestling.   Larry was an assistant to Tom 
Knitter as the Thomas More wrestling team won seven conference 
championships and three state championships from 1973-1982.  Larry then took 
the reins of the wrestling program from 1983 to 1986.  
 
Larry never gave up on his students and always took the time to make sure 
they understood the content.   His students have commented over the years that 
he taught them many lessons, both as a teacher and coach.  Even as an 
administrator, he demonstrated his commitment to the school and his students 
by cleaning off dirty lockers during his morning rounds throughout the 
building.   
 
Perhaps his defining quality was the “PUNishment” he would inflict upon his 
students.  His quick wit and unique sense of humor are fondly remembered by 
his co-workers and decades of Dons and Cavaliers, even if those puns made 
them groan at the time. Whether through his teaching or through his humor, 
Larry brought smiles to generations of students.   We are proud to welcome him 
to the Alumni Hall of Fame.  
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