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Dear Friends of St. Thomas More:

St. Thomas More High School’s rich history dates back almost as far as the city of Milwaukee itself. Since 1870, 
our school community has existed in many forms: from Pio Nono, to St. Francis Minor Seminary, to Don  
Bosco, and, eventually, St. Thomas More High School. Together, these schools have built a vibrant  
community of over 10,000 proud alumni who embody the principles of Christian discipleship, service to  
others, and academic excellence.

Each fall, a new group of eager young men and women begin their journeys as members of this special  
community. Most students enter a bit unsure of what life will be like in this unknown environment, but soon 
they realize that the St. Thomas More community is devoted to helping them find the way to their future.

Following St. Thomas More’s life and example, we offer a college preparatory education that provides the 
foundation for our students to lead humbly, to always seek truth and knowledge, and to answer God’s call to 
serve. We aim to create a community of graduates who strive for excellence in all their endeavors through 
lifelong scholarship, authentic Christian discipleship, conscientious citizenship, and becoming Men and  
Women for All Seasons. To get them from here to there, we offer MORE of What Matters.

Throughout this issue of the Spirit, you will see examples of the difference that a St. Thomas More education 
makes in the lives of our students. Our dedicated faculty, engaging curriculum, inclusive campus ministry, and 
transformative service-learning program provide our diverse student body with opportunities to grow not 
only academically and professionally but also emotionally, culturally, and spiritually.

On behalf of the entire St. Thomas More community, thank you for your continued faith in our mission. 
Whether your family’s relationship with St. Thomas More began just this year, has existed for generations, or 
some time in between, please know that you are a valued part of the St. Thomas More family.

Sincerely,

Nicholas Kelly
Principal
St. Thomas More High School
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Discover MORE of What Matters

AT TMORE.ORG

SCHEDULE A CAMPUS VISIT

APPLY FOR ADMISSION
✓
✓



FAMILY WITHIN THE CAVALIER FAMILY

FILUMENA (STM ’20), LUCIANABELLA (STM ’21), 
PASQUALINA (STM ’22), AND MASSIMILIANO 
(STM ’23) MURO ARE THE FIRST SET OF FOUR 
CONSECUTIVE SIBLINGS TO ATTEND STM IN 
RECENT MEMORY. INVOLVED IN A VARIETY OF 
ACTIVITIES, THE MURO FAMILY HAS COME TO 
APPRECIATE STM FOR THE ACCESS TO  
OPPORTUNITIES IN ACADEMICS, EXTRACUR-
RICULARS, AND PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANTLY, 
FAITH FORMATION. 

“We chose St. Thomas More for many reasons, 
but first and foremost, we believed that STM 
would offer a strong faith foundation,” said Talia 
Muro, the students’ mother. “We knew that STM 
would prepare our children to further their  
education with support, love and guidance while  
preparing them to pursue their dreams.”

With a cumulative 10 years’ worth of STM  
experiences under their belt, the Muro parents 
have many fond memories of their children at 
STM.

“One of our favorite memories of STM is when we 
attended our first concert for Filumena’s music 
class,” said Spiro, their father. “We love that at 
every concert the students are supported by not 
only their families, but also teachers, staff and 
administration. That really means the world to us 
– to see that STM is truly a family that embraces 
all of its students’ efforts and ambitions. We  
soon experienced that same at-home feeling 
when we attended athletic activities for our other 
children.” 

Filumena and Lucianabella are both heavily  
involved in the fine arts programs at STM, with  
Filumena playing the viola and Lucianabella 
playing the cello. “I absolutely love being able to 
express my ongoing passion of playing my instru-
ment at STM,” said Filumena. “Lucianabella and I 
are also a part of the Tri-M Music Honor Society, 
which has allowed us to contribute to working 
and sharing our music throughout our  
community.” 

With a child in each grade at STM, the Muro family reflected on why STM was the 
school for them
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Massimiliano, Pasqualina, Lucianabella, and Filumena Muro in the St. Thomas More Chapel



Pasqualina, while also involved in the strings’  
orchestra playing the violin, has turned to  
Cavalier Athletics to fill much of her time. “My 
love and passion for sports has really enabled 
me to shine in my own way,” she said. “I was able 
to join basketball and soccer, which have both 
inspired me to work as a great team player and 
to give it my very best every time I step on the 
court or field.”

Like Pasqualina, Massimiliano, the youngest and 
only male Muro at STM, participates in Cavalier 
Athletics, joining the football team this fall. “I will 
never forget how I met Massimiliano’s football 
coach, Coach [Jimmy] Litscher,” Talia recalled. 
“Early one morning, he introduced himself and 
mentioned what a good kid my boy was. It made 
a lasting impression for him to make note of my 
son in such a positive way, even earlier in the 
school year.”  

Benefiting from his sisters’ experience,  
Massimiliano took little time to feel at home at 
STM. “I went on a tour and got a feel for what 
a real day as a Cavalier would be,” Massimiliano 
recalls. “I felt comfortable, welcomed, and happy. 
I knew by the end of the day that STM was the 
right school for me.”

The Muro children and their parents all believe 
that STM will provide a well-rounded educational 
experience for many years to come. “STM  
prepares your whole self for the real world  
beyond high school,” explained Lucianabella. 
“With strong academics, passion for servant 
leadership and everything in between, STM  
appeals not only to who you are now, but  
embodies who you strive to become.”

“Whether students choose to participate in visual 
arts, music, theater, biomedical science, engi-
neering, athletics or anything in between, as a 
parent, it is heartwarming to see your children 
blossom under the individual encouragement of 
STM teachers and staff,” Talia concluded. “Cav-
aliers truly find their way and their self through 
support, guidance, and a caring heart. STM is a 
school that cares, and it shows in the way that 
everyone feels like family.”

Schedule Your Campus Visit  
at tmore.org/admissions

For an entire school day, interested  
students shadow a current STM  

student, learning more about the average 
day at St. Thomas More. Students meet 

their potential classmates, attend classes 
in their areas of interest, and receive  

a personal tour of our building.
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“It is heartwarming to see your 
children blossom under the  

individual encouragement of STM 
teachers and staff.”

Talia, Pasqualina, and Spiro Muro at the girls basketball parent night 
Photo Credit: Val Hirsch

Filumena rehearsing before an STM Christmas Concert 
Photo Credit: Ann Marie Dorn

http://tmore.org/admissions
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BECAUSE OF LIMITED FUNDING, CHAPEL  
RENOVATIONS HAVE GENERALLY BEEN SMALL-
SCALE ENHANCEMENTS RATHER THAN  
LARGE-SCALE TRANSFORMATIONS, UNTIL NOW. 

Last March, STM began discussions on how to make 
the St. Thomas More Chapel more inviting, particular-
ly by highlighting the exquisite Jesus and Mary  
statues situated at the front of the chapel. After  
brainstorming ideas, STM decided that lighter paint 
and more vibrant carpeting would be the most 
cost-effective way to achieve this goal.
 
Shortly after these discussions, STM learned that 
Lumen Christi Catholic Parish, which was renovating 
its Mequon worship space, was looking to donate its 
old pews, altar, Presider’s chair, and lighting to a local 
parish or school. Still in good condition and more 
visually appealing than those used in the St. Thomas 
More Chapel, these items would be a significant  
upgrade over the items STM had currently. While 
these donated items would allow the scope of the 
chapel renovations project to expand, STM still  
needed funding to cover installation costs, along with 
expenses related to the new paint and carpeting. 
 

Given her propensity for philanthropy and volunteer-
ism, when Grace Barrette passed away in March 2019, 
her children, Peter (PN ’72), Paul (TM ’73), James 
(TM ’74), and John (TM ’81), decided to establish the 
Grace & Bud Barrette Memorial Fund to celebrate 
their parents’ life. Preceding her in death in Decem-
ber 2015, Grace’s late husband and the brothers’ 
father, Earl (Bud), also lived a life dedicated to faith 
and service. Bud served as the chair of STM’s board 
of directors, and Grace volunteered as a Marianist 
Affiliate and was a founding member of St. Rafael the 
Archangel Parish on Milwaukee’s south side. 

Upon learning about the planned chapel renovations, 
the Barrette brothers decided that allocating the  
memorial donations to this project would be a great 
way to preserve their parents’ legacy while  
maintaining their commitment to Catholic education. 

Barrette family legacy lives on in the renovated STM Chapel

MEMORIAL FUND FULFILLS DREAM

As marketing materials were being reviewed this summer, STM staff 
noticed that there was a religious painting in the background of one 
of the pictures (left). The icon, which is of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
was shown to Fr. Christopher Klusman (TM ‘95) and the search began.  

Fr. Christopher reached out to former STM 
staff members and representatives at the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Eventually, he 
learned that the icon had been lent out for 
 an event in 2014 but was never returned.

After five years away, the icon of Our Lady 
has returned to STM. We believe that this 
truly beautiful icon has been propelling us 
through these chapel renovations, allowing 
her to return home to STM. Here, she can 
watch over our school and our students. 

We welcome you to come and see our Our 
Lady and the newly renovated St. Thomas 
More Chapel! 

To contribute to our chapel beautification project 
and help us further offset the renovations, please 

visit tmore.org/donate
 

Donors who contribute $250 or more will have 
their name included on a memorial plaque. 

How Our Lady of Perpetual Help guided the STM Chapel renovation

Dariana Rios (STM ‘14), current STM 
Spanish teacher and admissions assistant
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“AT STM, WE RECOGNIZE EVERY DAY AS A 
GIFT FROM GOD,” SAID NEW STM CAMPUS 
MINISTER JED WARDECKE. “IT IS OUR  
RESPONSIBILITY AS PEOPLE OF FAITH TO 
NURTURE THE TALENTS AND ABILITIES  
GIVEN TO US.”

Born and raised on the south side of Milwau-
kee, Wardecke attended Cardinal Stritch  
University and earned a bachelor’s and  
master’s degree in music, focusing on  
piano performance. While at Cardinal Stritch, 
Wardecke was heavily involved in Campus 
Ministry, where he led the praise and worship 
band. He also created an event called Tuesday 
After Dark, where students would gather, sing 

some songs, and then participate in a short  
Bible study and reflection. As a graduate  
assistant, Wardecke worked for the Mission  
Office at Cardinal Stritch, where he played 
piano for daily Mass, coordinated all-school 
Masses, and, in collaboration with the school’s 
Mission Officer, created Franciscan-based  
experiential learning programs.

“I am very excited – and yet humbled – to have 
a role in shaping the lives of STM students,” 
Wardecke explained. “I have been around STM 
for many years; my wife, Anne Wardecke (nee 
Gates, STM ’11), has taught theology at STM for 
five years. I’ve always noticed the tight-knit, 
almost family-like, community of students 
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EYES TO SERVE, HANDS TO LEARN
STM welcomes a new campus minister and revamped service program for  
the 2019-20 school year

Jed and Anne (STM ‘11) Wardecke with their daughter, Maria, and dog, Daisy



and faculty. I am looking forward to building 
trust with students and working together with 
the tremendous faculty and staff of St. Thomas 
More High School.”

While campus ministry has changed rooms 
this school year, the goals of the department 
remain the same. “STM campus ministry will 
always provide students with opportunities to 
serve and deepen their understanding of faith 
and the world around them,” he said. In addi-
tion to school Masses, Wardecke plans to create 
student-led groups to study scripture and the 
saints and organize catechesis programs for the 
STM community. 

“There’s a great line from [folk-rock band]  
Mumford & Sons that serves as the perfect  
mission for any ministry or individual: ‘keep my 
eyes to serve, my hands to learn’.” 

During the “Year of the Cavalier,” seniors 
must complete one act of service in each of 
the following categories:

Senior Service:  
The Year of the Cavalier

“I am looking forward to building trust 
with students and working together 

with the tremendous faculty and staff 
of St. Thomas More High School.”

Prayer & Worship
1 Samuel 12:34 – But be sure to fear the LORD and 
serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what 
great things he has done for you.
During the “Year of the Cavalier,” seniors are  
encouraged to direct their praise and thanksgiving 
back towards God for the many gifts he has given. 
By planning and/or participating in a Mass or  
worship service, seniors learn how to minister in 
their community. 

Facility Management
2 Chronicles 15:7 – But as for you, be strong and do 
not give up, for your work will be rewarded.
Sometimes we are summoned to physical labor in 
the service of others. Whether it be at STM, their  
local parish or house of worship, their middle 
school, or any other approved site, seniors are  
expected to invest a little ‘sweat equity’ into the 
“Year of the Cavalier.”

Student Community Building 
1 Peter 4:10 – Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as faithful  
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.
Every person is equipped with unique gifts and 
abilities. By planning and/or participating in student 
functions throughout the year, seniors can use the 
gifts and abilities they have nurtured in previous 
years at STM to give back to the student body.

Alumni Community Building
Hebrews 12:1 – Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.
As seniors prepare for life after high school, they 
are encouraged to recognize the importance of  
intergenerational support. There is much to learn 
from the “great cloud of witnesses” that surrounds 
us. By engaging and serving STM alumni, seniors 
prepare to “run their race” after graduation.

Abbey (STM ‘20) and Rose (STM ‘22) are 
members of Music Ministry - the group of 

students who prepare and perform all of the 
music at Mass with Wardecke
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FOR NANCY WIECKI, PIANO JUST WASN’T 
ENOUGH.

The St. Thomas More music teacher, entering her 
26th year at the school, was determined, by third 
grade, to join band. She’s been following her love of 
music, and sharing it with others, ever since.

Wiecki, a native of the Appleton area, arrived at 
STM in 1994 after her parents, living in Milwaukee, 
spotted an ad in the newspaper. Wiecki — with 
a bachelor’s degree in music education from the 
College of Saint Teresa in Winona, Minnesota, and 
some graduate studies complete at the University 
of Minnesota — was teaching in Twin Cities grade 
schools at the time. (She later finished her master’s 
at Northwestern University.)

“They said, ‘Hey, you should apply,’ and so I did,” 
Wiecki said, explaining the principal of St.  
Thomas More at the time had been her principal in 
high school at St. Mary Catholic in Neenah. “I got 
the job and here I am.”

Wiecki got her wish of joining band in fifth grade, 
picking up flute — her instrument of choice to this 
day. She added piccolo and saxophone in high 
school, playing with the jazz and marching groups. 

“For college, I never really considered anything 
else,” she said. “I knew I wanted to major in music.”

Wiecki honed her skills through classes, with the 
Saint Teresa orchestra, and during a summer  
studying with flute masters in Sarasota, Florida. 

PLAY IT AGAIN
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STM music teacher of 26 years has followed her passion since youth

Wiecki and sophomore Eric during Beginning Guitar and Piano class      

By Will O’Brien (TM ‘07)



She still plays year-round and, since joining St. 
Thomas More, has taught everything from string 
ensemble and honors choir to American music  
history and guitar. 

“I’m like a lot of the teachers here in that it’s not 
just a job,” she said, “it’s kind of your life.”

She’s seen interest in music classes wax and wane 
over the decades. But every few years, seeming-
ly, she gets a special group of students for whom 
“music is their thing.”

“You get that core group who just loves music and 
sticks with it all four years,” she said.  “That’s why 
I’m here, for the kids that love it so much and that’s 
their high school life.”

The school’s various instrumental and vocal groups 
perform concerts throughout the year and  
compete in judged competitions. A highlight of 
Wiecki’s came when a student was named to the 
extremely exclusive Wisconsin State  
Honors Choir. 

Another came in 2004, when a group of students 
nominated her for the Civic Music Association of 
Milwaukee’s Music Educator of the Year award — 
and she won. 
 
In addition to her direct responsibilities, Wiecki has 
pitched in with plenty of theater productions over

the years and has chaperoned several overseas 
trips for students studying French and Spanish.

Beyond her bonds with students, her relationships 
with fellow instructors are what have made her 
time at STM special, she said.

Never one to settle, she’s entering the 2019-20 
school year with the goal of establishing  
instrumental music classes in the area’s Catholic 
grade schools. Her goal? Preparing those students 
for high-school level music and simply sharing her 
passion.

“Music can add so much to your life,” Wiecki said. 
“It’s part of who we are as human beings.”
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“Music can add so much to your 
life. It’s part of who we are as  

human beings.”

An evening of ghost stories  
and creepy songs.

Zombie Jamboree 
Graveyard Follies

Wiecki rehearsing with junior Lucianabella (read 
more about Lucianabella and her family on page 6!)

Wiecki at an STM Christmas Concert 
Photo Credit: Ann Marie Dorn

STM Theater Proudly Presents:

October 24-26 at 7:00 p.m.
October 27 at 4:00 p.m.

Adults $10 | Seniors/Children/Students $5

Visit tmore.org/theater for more info.



FATHER AARON LASKIEWICZ (STM ‘08) 
PURSUING HIS DIVINE VOCATION

“GOD’S ALWAYS TAKEN CARE OF ME; EVERY TIME 
I WAS NERVOUS ABOUT A NEW TRANSITION, 
WHETHER IT WAS SEMINARY OR THE TEACHING 
PARISH PROGRAM OR COMING TO ST. DOMINIC, 
I’VE ALWAYS FELT, ‘MAN, I COULDN’T IMAGINE  
DOING ANYTHING ELSE OR BEING IN ANOTHER 
SPOT. GOD’S ALWAYS COME THROUGH FOR ME.”

The only child of Barbara Laskiewicz and Roy 
Troglin (TM ’77), Fr. Aaron Laskiewicz (STM ’08) has 
always known that he wanted to become a priest. 
As a first-grader at St. Helen (now part of St. John 
Paul II Parish) on Milwaukee’s south side, he  
admired Fr. Al Sowinski and Fr. Mike Ignaszak. 

“The seed was planted when I was six,” Fr. Aaron  
recalled. “My first words to Fr. Mike were ‘Hi, my 
name is Aaron, and I want to be a priest just like you 
and Fr. Al.’ And, as he tells the story, he knew right 
then and there that he had a job to help build my 
vocation.”

Throughout his educational 
journey from Holy Wisdom 
Academy to Thomas More 
to the University of  
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Fr. 
Aaron continued pursuing 
his divine vocation. As a 
senior at Thomas More, he 
participated in the  
Archdiocese’s high school 
discernment groups, and 
after earning his bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy from 
UWM, in 2013, he enrolled 
at St. Francis de Sales Sem-
inary. On May 19, 2018, he 
was ordained, and exactly 
one month later, he began 
his current position as asso-
ciate pastor at St. Dominic  
Catholic Parish in Brookfield.

Fr. Aaron Laskiewicz (STM ‘08) feels grateful and privileged to share Christ’s message  
with the parishioners of St. Dominic
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Fr. Aaron’s father, Roy Troglin (TM ‘77); mother, Barbara; himself; and classmate Stan Lowe (STM ‘08)



At St. Dominic, Fr. Aaron works closely with Fr. 
Dennis Saran to provide spiritual and administra-
tive direction for the parish and school. Wanting to 
maintain a personal connection with the students, 
Fr. Aaron and Fr. Dennis regularly visit each  
classroom during the school year. 

“I love going into the school,” Fr. Aaron said. “My 
goal is to be as authentic as I can with them and 
take down some of the veils of the priesthood 
and be human. A lot of them think, ‘you just sit 
and pray all day.’ But to hear that I go to Packers’ 
games, to see me throw a football around with 
them or watch a movie with them, especially with 
the younger ones, they’re just so shocked.”

For Fr. Aaron, creating that authenticity involves 
engaging students through candid, sincere  
conversations. These conversations help students 
grow spiritually while forming closer relationships 
with each other and with their faith.

“Sometimes, I do ‘Ask Father Anything’,” Fr. Aaron 
said of his classroom visits. “I ask them, ‘what are 
those burning questions that you’ve always  
wondered about but haven’t been able to ask?’ 
And I tell them that it’s OK not to like or under-
stand something. It’s not a sin to say, ‘hey, I don’t 
like what the Church says here.’ I try to create a 
safe space for those conversations to happen.”

Through this personal approach, Fr. Aaron hopes 
to provide his students with the same type of  
relatable spiritual guidance that he has received – 
and continues to receive – from Fr. Mike. And, Fr. 
Aaron believes, this spiritual guidance becomes 
even more important as students reach their  
impressionable teenage years. 

“These years are some of the most formative of 
their lives; this is when they go through a lot of 
transitions and form lifelong friendships. As they 
go into high school and college, when secular 
voices get louder and temptations increase, it is 
important to have had positive experiences with 
not only their peers but also with leaders in the 
Church, whether it’s the priest or the teachers.”

Like many teenagers, Fr. Aaron initially  
struggled with the transition to high school. But, 
after forming friendships with like-minded class-
mates, especially Stan Lowe and Keith Buntrock 
(STM ’08), both of whom he remains close with 
today, he began gaining confidence both in himself 
and his desired career path. Fr. Aaron also  
credits his teachers, particularly John Hoch (TM 
’87), who currently serves as STM’s athletic  
director and previously taught business at the 
school, and David Rigg, who taught history at STM 
before he retired in 2008, for creating an  
environment built upon mutual respect and trust. 
This family-like environment, Fr. Aaron believes, 
helped cultivate his personal, emotional, and  
spiritual growth. 

Fr. Aaron especially remembers the bond he and 
Hoch shared over their love of the Green Bay 
Packers. “I had Mr. Hoch for class when Favre first 
retired in 2008, and I just happened to be  
wearing his jersey that day, and I still remember 
him coming up and grabbing me by the shoulders 
and asking, ‘Are you OK?’ He had a great  
personality for teaching.”

“I love going into the school. My goal 
is to be as authentic as I can with [the 
kids] and take down some of the veils 

of the priesthood and be human.”
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Former teacher David Rigg and Fr. Aaron at graduation

Fr. Aaron with Zachary, a  
student at St. Dominic School



St. Thomas More High School 
2601 E. Morgan Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53207

414-481-8370 
www.tmore.org

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Milwaukee, WI 
Permit No. 2433

Are you due for a reunion in 2020?

Congressman 
Gerald Kleczka (DB ‘61)

Elizabeth Ullenberg Kay (TM ‘00)Jim Hemesath (DB ‘58) Mary Voelker (SMA ‘62)

2019 Alumni Hall of Fame
Luncheon and Award Ceremony  

Saturday, November 9th, 2019
11:00 a.m. Welcome Reception  |  12:00 p.m. Lunch and Awards Ceremony 

STM Learning Commons
 

$25 per person 
Lunch provided by All Occasions Catering

 
Contact Alumni Director Dan Steffes (TM ‘03) at dsteffes@tmore.org to RSVP.

If your graduation class year ends in a 0 or 5, your class has a reunion coming up!  
Contact Alumni Director Dan Steffes (TM ‘03) to get started on planning your reunion.

 

dsteffes@tmore.org  |  (414) 481-8370 x122
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