
 

Michael Derdzinski (PN ‘72) 

Michael’s career includes almost 40 years in the insurance industry – he was Executive Vice President 

at Family Health Systems, Vice President of Sales and Marketing at UnitedHealthcare-Wisconsin, 

President of Humana-Wisconsin, and President of Johnson Insurance.  He served in leadership roles in 

the Wisconsin Association of Health Underwriters and the Insurance Commissioner’s Health and Life 

Advisory Council.  He has served on Broker Advisory Councils for UnitedHealthcare and Always Care.  

Aside from his highly successful career, Michael’s passion for serving his community has been evident 

throughout his life. 

He joined the Kiwanis Club of Milwaukee in 1983 to find a broader range of community service 

opportunities, and he has remained involved to this day.  Some of his favorite service projects have 

been the Milwaukee River Cleanup, Kiwanis Landing, Christmas parties, Zoo picnics with disabled 

adults, and working with the Gaenslen School Scout Troop.  He has served the Kiwanis Club in many 

capacities, as coordinator of various committees and two terms on the Board – first as Chair and then 

as Secretary. 

Aside from Kiwanis, he has devoted countless hours to nonprofit organizations in Milwaukee.  He has 

served as President of the Boy Scouts – Milwaukee County Council and Trustee of the Three Harbors 

Council – Boy Scouts of America.  He has long been active at his local parish, St. Joseph in 

Wauwatosa, serving as president of its Pastoral Council and Athletic Association and as chair of its 

Endowment Committee.  He has also worked on various campaigns for United Way and served on 

Boards for the Combined Health Appeal, Wisconsin Institute of Family Medicine, Friends of the 

Milwaukee Public Museum, Thomas More High School, and Northwest Passage – a residential 

treatment facility for young people in Northwestern Wisconsin.  He volunteers with Ronald McDonald 

House, Tosa Cares, St. Hyacinth food pantry, and serves on the Human Concerns Committee at his 

parish. 

Michael and his wife, Karen, have three daughters – Marie, Jane, and Michele – and four grandchildren 

with another on the way.  A classmate says of Michael, “He holds himself to the highest standard of 

Christian leadership, serving God, family, and community.”   
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