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Just as the entering freshman class brings new faces to the Saint 
Thomas More student body each year, a variety of other factors – 
retirements, promotions, relocations – frequently brings new faces  

to the ranks of STM’s faculty and staff.  This year, the Saint Thomas 
More community welcomes four new faculty members and three new 
staff members.

The four new members of the teaching 
staff are distributed over several different 
departments.  anna carter, a native of 
St. Paul, Minnesota and a graduate of 
Franciscan University in Steubenville, Ohio, 
joins two other Franciscan alumni – Peter 
Burds and Mike Gutzwiller – in the Theology 
Department.  She will be teaching Personal 
Morality and Social Justice as well as 
Theology of the Church. Scott Kosidowski, 
a native of West Allis, takes over the 
Business / Technology Education Program 
and supervision of the Cav Café and Spirit 
Store.  Scott holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration from the University 
of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, an MBA from 
the Keller Graduate School of Management, 
and teaching certification from Mount Mary 
College.  Kosidowski taught at Grafton High 
School last year, and he will be teaching 
a variety of courses from Introduction to 
Business and Personal Finance to Economics.

The other two “new” faculty members are 
actually returning to Saint Thomas More this 
fall! James litscher graduated from Saint 
Thomas More in 2006 and earned his undergraduate degree at the 
University of Wisconsin – LaCrosse where he starred as a linebacker 
on the football team.  He returns to STM as a member of the Physical 
Education and Health Department.  In addition to teaching several 
courses, he will be serving as a strength and conditioning coach in 
the new fitness center.  Litscher will also be continuing as an assistant 
football coach on Coach Jason Wilson’s staff.  Patrick idstein, an Illinois 
native and graduate of Marquette University, returns to Saint Thomas 

new Faces, new Places

Anna Carter

Scott Kosidowski
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More’s Social Studies 
Department after doing 
his practice teaching 
here last year under 
the supervision of Nic 
Kelly.  Idstein will be 
teaching World History, 
Psychology, and 
American Government 
as well as serving as 
an assistant track and 
cross country coach.

Saint Thomas More’s 
administrative team 
for the 2012-2013 
academic year includes 
two new members 
and one current 
employee assuming 
new responsibilities.   
Assistant Principal 
/ Dean of Students 
tim Schultz and 
Development Assistant 
Debbie Branger are 
the new staffers.  Tim 
Schultz is a native 
of Greendale.  He 
completed his 
undergraduate degree 
at the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison 
and his graduate 
work at the University 
of Wisconsin – 
Milwaukee and 
Concordia University.  
Before coming to Saint Thomas More, Schultz 
served for eleven years at the Indian Community 
School.  Debbie Branger is a graduate of Saint 
Mary’s Academy and the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.  Her oldest son Cal graduated from Saint 

Thomas More in 2011, 
her youngest son 
Beau is currently an 
STM junior, and her 
daughter Isabelle 
expects to enroll 
as a freshman next 
year.  Debbie assisted 
the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee with data 
entry for the “Faith in 
Our Future” capital 
campaign before 
joining the staff at 
Saint Thomas More. 
Kris Post, who served 
last year as Events and 
Volunteer Coordinator 
in the Development 
Office, assumes the 
role of Admissions 
Director this fall, 
replacing Maria 
Azarian who took a 
position at the Prairie 
School in Racine. 

While not technically 
a new employee since 
he started working at 
Saint Thomas More 
last spring, Jake 
majstorovic deserves 
to be recognized for 
all the hard work he 
put in this summer 
assisting Kevin Doan 
in the Maintenance 

Department with the many upgrades completed on 
the school’s building and grounds!

To all of our new colleagues, a warm welcome to the 
Saint Thomas More family!

Kris Post

Jake Majstorovic

Debbie BrangerJames Litscher

Patrick Idstein

Tim Schultz 
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W hen Saint Thomas 
More students 
returned to class this 

fall, they discovered a number 
of significant changes had 
been made to their school 
building and the surrounding 
campus while they were away 
on summer vacation.  Some of 
the changes were quite visible 
and others nearly invisible, 
but all were important steps in 
addressing critical infrastructure 
issues that had accumulated over 
time.  And all were underwritten by 
a generous grant of $110,000 from 
the Lakeview Foundation!  

The summer upgrade most 
immediately apparent to returning 
students was the sealcoating of the 
Saint Thomas More parking area.  
The resurfacing and repainting of 
the parking lots and driveways 
surrounding the school was completed 
in early August and provided a 
fresh, new look to the campus.  
Upon entering the building, students 
discovered that the aging carpeting 
which had covered the classroom 
floors in the 1931 St. Francis 
Minor Seminary building had been 
removed and the beautiful maple 
floors previously hidden beneath the 
carpeting had been sanded, sealed, 
and fully restored.  The restoration 
of the hardwood floors not only 
returns the classrooms to their historic 
appearance, but will help to reduce 
cleaning and maintenance costs.

When Saint Thomas More students 
reported to Physical Education class 
for the first time, they discovered 
yet another of the upgrades 
made possible by the Lakeview 
Foundation.  The acoustical tile 
ceilings and surface-mounted lighting 
fixtures in the locker rooms beneath 
the gymnasium were replaced 
during the course of the summer 
with new suspended ceilings and 
recessed fluorescent lighting.  While 
the new ceilings greatly enhance the 
appearance of the locker rooms, the 
energy-efficient light fixtures will both 

brighten the changing areas 
and reduce utility costs.

Less noticeable – but equally 
important – renovations 
to Saint Thomas More’s 
infrastructure supported by 
the Lakeview Foundation 
included the tuck pointing 
of the boiler chimney, 

the reinforcing of the main 
exterior stairway outside 

the north entrance of the building, 
and the repair of the roof over the 
Administrative Offices and Student 
Services. 

In addition to all of these repairs 
and renovations to the Saint Thomas 
More physical plant, the Lakeview 
Foundation also provided funding 
for the purchase of various types of 
classroom equipment requested by 
faculty members during the course 
of the 2011-2012 school year.  
This equipment included seven Vex 
Robotics Kits for the Project Lead the 
Way Engineering Program, 12 oil-
immersion microscopes for the Science 
Department, and two Smart Boards 
for the Science and Music Programs.

For making possible all of these 
important improvements to our 
physical plant and for underwriting 
the acquisition of additional 
classroom technology, Saint Thomas 
More High School gratefully 
acknowledges the support of the 
Lakeview Foundation!

Lakeview Foundation Grant 
Funds Building Improvements

Mike Gutzwiller’s theology classroom following restoration  
of the hardwood floors.

One of seven Vex Robotics Kits purchased with 
funds from the Lakeview Foundation.
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George Lee andrews (DB ’60) holds the Guiness Book of World records title  
for the most performances in the same Broadway show. He played various 

roles in 9,382 performances of Phantom of the Opera over 23 years.  
D I D  y O u 

K n O W ?

Dr. Mark Joerres

Archbishop Jerome Listecki

Tom Huppertz

Edward Zore

Investing
In Our Future  II

On May 22, 2008, Saint Thomas 
More High School hosted its 
first investing in our Future 

breakfast, an event which raised 
over $75,000 in gifts and pledges 
to support the school’s academic 
programs, scholarship funds, athletic 
teams, and extracurricular activities. 
Because of the great success of the 
first breakfast, Saint Thomas More 
will host a second fund-raising 
breakfast on Tuesday, October 
30, 2012, from 8:00 to 9:00 am.  
investing in our Future ii will be 
a celebration of the remarkable 
progress that has been made over 
the last four years, and will include 
the unveiling of the newly completed 
Strategic Plan which will guide Saint 
Thomas More into the future.

In addition to a delicious 
complimentary continental 
breakfast, guests will enjoy:
n Remarks on the role of Saint 

Thomas More High School in 
Catholic secondary education 
in Milwaukee from Archbishop 
Jerome Listecki

n An update on Saint Thomas 
More’s financial and 
programmatic progress from 
Chief Administrator  
Dr. Mark Joerres (TM ‘80)

n A preview of the Saint Thomas 
More Strategic Plan for 2012 – 
2014 from Finance Director  
Tom Huppertz

n A rationale for investing in 
Saint Thomas More from retired 
Northwestern Mutual CEO 
Edward Zore (DB ‘63)

n A brief inspirational video 
introduced by Master of 
Ceremonies Jim Podewils  
(TM ‘73)

n Conversations with current 
students, faculty and alumni

Your participation and support 
will enable Saint Thomas More 
High school to fulfill our mission of 
loving, educating, and providing 
for our students in the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ!  And please consider 
inviting family and friends who 
would be interested in learning 
more about the quality education 
Saint Thomas More provides!

To register for this event, please 
contact assistant Development 
Director Dan Steffes (tm ’03) at  
(414) 481-8370 ext. 100 or  
dsteffes@tmore.org.  
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Pour and explore… the World awaits!
Pairs Fine Wine and Fine Food

On Wednesday, July 18, a group 
of fifty-five parents, alumni and 
friends from Saint Thomas More 

High School and our predecessor 
schools gathered at Sheridan’s 
American Bistro in Cudahy for a 
wine pairing dinner that offered a 
delectable trip around the world!

Owners Lee Barczak (PN ’69) and 
Jane Schilz (SMA ’78) graciously 
welcomed all guests to their 
beautifully renovated restaurant, 
introduced the wines paired with 
each course of the meal, and then 
donated all proceeds from the event 
to Saint Thomas More – a generous 
total of $2,250! 

Three French-inspired palate-
pleasing spreads began the world 
tour of fine food and drink – 
Whipped Truffle and Sea Salt Butter, 
Herb de Provence Brie and Cream 
Cheese, and Pork Pate – all served 
with crostini, French baguettes, and 
homemade crackers.

The hors d’oeuvres were followed 
by Insalata Caprese, a classic 

Italian antipasto from the Island 
of Capri, consisting of sliced fresh 
mozzarella, tomatoes, and basil 
with olive oil and balsamic vinegar.

For the main course, Sheridan’s 
chef prepared Bobotie, a traditional 
baked stew served with braised 
beef short ribs, which is one of 
South Africa’s most popular dishes.

The evening’s gastronomic globe-
trotting concluded with Dolce de 
Leche Flan, the most common dessert 
served in Spain and one that dates 
back as far as ancient Rome. The 
caramel flavoring that permeated the 
rich custard was truly decadent! 

The response to Pour and Explore 
was overwhelmingly 
positive, and Lee Barczak 
and Jane Schilz very 
graciously promised to 
host another Saint Thomas 
More wine pairing dinner 
at Sheridan’s in the near 
future!  Be sure to watch 
upcoming issues of the 
Spirit for details!

Brewmaster Dave Reese (TM ’97) of  
the Horny Goat Hideaway will once 
again mark the changing of the seasons 

with an Autumn Beer Dinner benefiting Saint 
Thomas More High School.  The dinner will 

take place on Wednesday, October 17 at 6:00 p.m.  
Tickets are $50 per person, but seating is limited, so 
make your reservations early by contacting Dan Steffes 
(tm ’03), assistant Director of Development at dsteffes@
tmore.org.  Last year’s event was a sell-out!

Mary Louise Cox joins Development Director Bob Teske, his 
wife Heather, and Ann Powers at Pour and Explore.

The Horzewskis and Beczkiewiczes enjoying 
the evening at Sheridan’s.

Lee Barczak describes the wines paired with 
the evening’s entrée.

autumn Beer Dinner Will Highlight Harvest season



7Visit us @ www.tmore.org

Dinner auction Date Change:  saturday, april 27, 2013

Don Bosco Class of 1972 Holds 40th reunion

If you’d like to take home this 
motor scooter or this autographed 
Spiderman movie poster from the 

2013 Saint Thomas More Dinner 
Auction, mark your calendar now for 
Saturday, april 27, 2013 so that you 
don’t miss this very special event!

Because of changes in the Boys and 
Girls Regional Basketball schedules 
that might have created a conflict 
between a home basketball game 
and the Dinner Auction on the last 

Saturday in February, the decision 
was made to re-schedule the auction 
for the last Saturday in April.

So please “Save the Date” – 
Saturday, april 27, 2013 – for the 
30th Annual Saint Thomas More 
Dinner Auction!  And dig that 
powder blue polyester leisure suit 
and those platform shoes out of the 
back of the closet because the 
Golden Age of Disco will be 
returning to Studio 2601!

the Don Bosco Class of 1972 – the last graduating 
class in the history of the legendary all-boys high 
school – held its first official class reunion on 

Saturday, June 30, 2012 
in the Courtyard at Saint 
Thomas More.  Organized 
by a committee composed 
of Glen Guszkowski, Peter 
Pecora, Al Singer, and Tom 
Trisco, the celebration 
marked the first time in the 
forty years since their 
graduation that this many 
members of the class had 
formally gotten together!

Approximately sixty people gathered for the barbecue 
prepared by All Occasions Catering, including some 
forty members of the Class of ’72.  While many 
members of the class still live in the Milwaukee area, 
classmates from as far afield as Florida, Texas, Nevada, 
and Washington made the trip to rejoin their high 
school friends. In addition to renewing old 

acquaintances and sharing stories from back in the day, 
the Class of ’72 remembered classmates who had 
passed away and performed a rousing rendition of the 

Don Bosco Fight Song! 

After visiting the Legacy 
Room at Saint Thomas 
More where all of our 
predecessor schools are 
recognized, members of 
the Class of ’72 donated 
several mementoes that are 
now on display – a Bosco 
baseball jersey, a DB 
basketball warm-up jacket, 
and the Don Bosco Victory 

Flag which flew over the school following every win in 
an athletic competition. 

Congratulations to the members of the Don Bosco Class 
of 1972 on finally getting back together!  Hopefully, this 
will be the first of many more reunions to come!

Don Bosco Class of 1972

Junior Beau Branger displays an autographed 
Spiderman movie poster while Seniors  

Nely Lopez and Diana Nunez showcase the 
motor scooter donated by Steve and  

Kathy Kazik of Oklahoma Liquor for the  
2013 Dinner Auction.
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On Saturday, July 
7th, the Cavalier 
baseball team played 

Saint Thomas More’s final 
contest in the Woodland 
Conference.  After 15 
years in the Woodland, 
STM leaves to become a 
founding member of the 
Metro Classic Conference.  
During our fifteen years 
in the Woodland, the 
Cavaliers brought home 31 
conference championships: 
nine in girls volleyball (97 
– 04, 06), six in boys golf 
(98, 02, 08, 10-12), four in 
baseball (99, 01, 05, 09), 
three in boys basketball (98, 01, 
02), two in girls basketball (98, 00), 
two in boys soccer (98, 99), two in 
boys tennis (11, 12), one in football 
(04), one in boys cross country (98), 
and one in girls golf (03). 

STM joins eight former members  
of the Midwest Classic Conference 
as the founding members of the 
Metro Classic Conference.  Many  
of our alumni will be pleased to  
see that the new conference 
contains some old rivals, as well  
as some new challenges.  The  
Metro Classic Conference includes 
the Racine St. Catherine’s Angels, 
the Racine Lutheran Crusaders,  
the Racine Prairie Hawks, the 
Shoreland Lutheran Pacers, the 
Burlington Catholic Central 
Hilltoppers, the Kenosha St.  
Joseph Lancers, the Whitefish Bay 

Dominican Knights, and the 
Greendale Martin Luther Spartans.

John Hoch (TM ’87), athletic director 
and varsity boys basketball coach, 
offered his thoughts on renewing old 
rivalries.  “I think our alumni will 
enjoy rekindling rivalries with 
Dominican, St. Cat’s, and St. Joe’s.  
Many alumni were upset when we 
moved to the Woodland, and we’re 
excited to compete against some of 
our former Metro foes.  I don’t know 
if there’s a cooler gym to play in 
than St. Cat’s, outside of our own, 
of course.”

Hoch also noted, “I’m really 
excited about the new conference 
because I think it’s a great fit for 
the makeup of our school.  We’re 
joining schools that have similar 
missions, enrollments, and athletic 

budgets.  This conference 
will involve more travel, 
but the experience will be 
much better overall.”

Coaches are also 
excited about the move.  
Head football coach 
Jason Wilson (TM ’94) 
commented, “As a 
football program, we are 
excited to join the Metro 
Classic, meet new teams, 
‘tackle’ new challenges, 
and compete against 
like-sized schools.  As a 
coach and an alum from 
the old Metro Conference, 

this brings me back to the old days 
and the rivalries that came from 
these schools.  We are excited to be 
one of the first teams to play in what 
looks to be the making of a storied 
athletic conference.” 

To find out when our Cavaliers 
will be competing this school year, 
please view our school calendar at 
www.tmore.org.

stM Joins new Metro Classic Conference

Kellen Housey carries the ball during the Saint Thomas 
More Cavaliers’ 41-0 victory over Bay View on August 

23 in the first game of the season.  The win snapped the 
football team’s 21-game losing streak.
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october 21, 2012 
Marian Center for Nonprofits

The Gym – Rosary Hall
3211 S. Lake Drive 

For information, contact
info@smaalumnae.org  

or 414-489-9341.
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W ithout question, the 
summer of 2012 has 
been one of the busiest 

in recent memory for the buildings 
and grounds staff at Saint Thomas 
More High School.  Thanks to 

several grants and the help of some 
dedicated parents and volunteers, 
campus athletic facilities looked 
significantly different when students 
returned in mid-August.

Externally, the most noticeable 
changes are to the school’s playing 
fields.  The baseball program 
received a grant from Home Depot 
in 2011 to make significant repairs 
and upgrades to Joe Zolecki Field.  
In 2012, Home Depot came through 
again to make the outfield fence 
permanent, install a warning track, 
add a permanent foul pole in right 
field, and turn an old softball dugout 
into a storage shed.  Before fall is 
over, a new batting cage will be 
installed.

Special thanks go to current parents 
Larry Lenz and Rick Cheaney, 
who have been instrumental in not 
only building a relationship with 
Home Depot, but also performing 
and organizing the manual labor 

necessary to make the upgrades to 
the field.  Our field was once named 
the worst field in the Milwaukee 
area; thanks to these upgrades 
and the meticulous care taken by 
Coach Kurt Dyszelski (TM ’86) in its 
maintenance, Joe Zolecki Field is now 
one of the best fields in the area.

Perhaps even more noticeable than 
the upgrades to the baseball field 
is the absence of the straightaways 
from the running track.  Their 
removal is ultimately a huge benefit 
for the boys and girls soccer 
programs.  Athletic Director John 
Hoch (TM ’87) said, “After several 
years of a costly arrangement of 
playing at Croatian Field, the school 
looked at the benefits of bringing our 

boys soccer program’s games to our 
campus.  We invested the money to 
widen the field so that the safety of 
our boys and girls soccer players 
is ensured.  It should also make for 
a better fan experience, with the 
games being right on campus.”

Inside the building, the athletic 
facilities have also received an 
upgrade.  What was formerly the 
Thomas R. Knitter Wrestling Room 
has been converted into a new 
fitness center.  “When I took the 
position of Athletic Director,”  John 
Hoch stated, “one of my major 
goals was to get everyone together 
to raise money to improve our 
facilities.  We determined that every 
athletic program would benefit 
from an improved fitness center.  
Not only will our athletes have a 
nice, air conditioned room, but the 
school has hired two strength and 
conditioning coaches to help our 
athletes tailor their workouts to their 
specific fitness goals.  The fitness 
center will be open every day after 
school from 3:15 pm to 4:45 pm for 
these workouts,”  Hoch said.  Filling 
the two strength and conditioning 
positions are Michael Fricke, a 
science teacher in his second year at 
STM, and James Litscher (TM ’06), 
a newly-hired physical education 
teacher. “We plan to keep adding 
new equipment, and eventually, an 
additional room.  “We don’t want 
this to be a room that looks the same 
in ten years – it will be continually 
updated,”  Hoch indicated.

summer Brings upgrades to stM athletic Facilities

Strength and Conditioning Coach James Litscher in the new Saint Thomas More Fitness Center.
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Over the years, the Thomas 
More Open (TMO) golf outing 
has had its share of great 

stories, ranging from holes-in-one to 
incredibly low scores, but the 2012 
event’s story was simple: absolutely 
perfect weather for golf.  With 
temperatures in the low 80s and 
uncharacteristically low humidity, the 
TMO was played in conditions that 
golfers dream about.

The outing raised over $14,000 in 
support of the Legacy Scholarship.  
Familiar faces won the Blue 
Division – the team of Tom Piwaron 
(TM ’05), Sean Carney (TM ’05), 
Aaron Katzfey (TM ’05), and 
Keith Buntrock (STM ’08) shot an 
incredible 16-under par to claim the 
title for foursomes with a combined 
age of under 200.  For Piwaron and 
Carney, it was their seventh TMO 
championship.  It was Katzfey’s 
third, and Buntrock’s second.  

In the Silver Division, the foursome 
of Dr. Jim Scerpella (PN ’72), Dan 
Scerpella (TM ’74), Matt Scerpella 
(TM ’84), and Steve Sass (TM 
’84) took the championship with a 
score of 11-under par.  They barely 
snuck in to the Silver Division with 
a total age of exactly 200, and a 
tie-breaking five-hole rollback gave 
them their first TMO victory.

As always, we owe 
a huge thank you 
to our sponsors, 
golfers, and 
planning committee 
members for 
making the 2012 
TMO a great 
success.  As we 
begin planning 
for 2013, we are 
looking for some 
new blood to join 
our committee.  

Joining the committee would involve 
attending a one-hour meeting 
once a month from April through 
September along with helping to 
bring in some new sponsors and 
golfers.  If you would like to help 
make the TMO grow bigger and 
better, please contact Dan Steffes 
(tm ’03), assistant Director of 
Development at dsteffes@tmore.org.

tMO 2012:  a Perfect Day For Golf

Aaron Katzfey, Sean Carney, Keith Buntrock, and Tom Piwaron  
won the Blue Division with a score of 16-under par.

Jim Scerpella, Matt Scerpella, Steve Sass, and Dan Scerpella  
display their Silver Division winners jackets.

Hungry golfers gather for dinner around steaks sizzling on the grill!
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the beautiful weather from 
the TMO lasted through the 
following weekend, giving 

our alumni runners a gorgeous 
morning for the 15th Annual Norb 
Wishowski Alumni Run.  Greg Fojtik 
(TM ’74) won his third consecutive 
title, finishing in 19:12.  On the 
ladies’ side, Kristi (Hauser) Adyniec 
(TM ’00) won her sixth consecutive 
championship and seventh overall in 
a time of 18:52.  
 
Other division winners included:

2010-12 - Chris Rolling (STM ’11) 
and Anne Gates (STM ’11)

2005-09 - Mike Laabs (TM ’05) and  
Mara Mamerow (TM ’07)

2000-04 - Andy Spillane (TM ’04) 
and Emily Haug (TM ’00)

1995-99 - Rudy Ruiz (TM ’96) and  
Andrea (Krimmer) Iwen 
(TM ’99)

1990-94 - Paul Keltner (TM ’92) 
and Jennifer (Krause) 
Ehrhardt (TM ’93)

1985-89 - Chad Haug (TM ’88)
1980-84 - Dr. Mark Joerres (TM ’80)
1975-79 - John Derdzinski (TM ’78)

For the first time ever, the race 
had over 50 runners – 36 men 
and 15 women.  Some were 
veterans, but there was a number 
of new participants as well.  This 
occasionally led to a bit of confusion.  
As Merissa (Bartell) Lauzon (TM 
’04) commented, “ I never ran cross 
country at Thomas More but felt I 
was one with the running community. 
We all share this common interest 
with each other…  But I had no idea 
girls ran a 4K, not a 5K. I started to 
go back into the woods and heard 
Mr. Mikula saying, ‘No! You’re 
done! Go to the finish line! Run!’   
Too much ambition, I guess. Can’t 
wait to see everyone again at next 
year’s alumni run, only next time, 
I’ll be walking away with my age 
group’s trophy!”

The 2013 Norb Wishowski Alumni 
Run will take place on Saturday, 
August 10th, 2013.  All alumni are 
welcome to run, and guests are 
welcome, too!  Thanks to Ben Rezutek 
(TM ’93) and Mike Mikula (TM ’84) 
for their time and effort in organizing 
the run and marking the course.

15th annual norb Wishowski alumni run

Participants and spectators at the 15th Annual Norb Wishowski Memorial Alumni Run on 
   Saturday, August 11, 2012.

Saturday, September 22nd 
Homecoming Football Game
   vs. Kenosha St. Joseph’s
12:00 noon
St. Francis Field

Saturday, october 13th
Casino Night
6:00 – 11:00 pm
Huennekens Gymnasium

Saturday, october 17th
Autumn Beer Dinner
6:00 p.m.
Horny Goat Hideaway

Sunday, october 21st
STM Open House
8:00 am – 12:00 pm
STM Campus

tuesday, october 23rd
STM Open House
6:00 – 8:30 pm
STM Campus

Friday, november 2nd thru
Sunday, november 5th
STM Fall Play
7:00 pm Friday and Saturday, 
2:00 pm Sunday
STM Auditorium

Saturday, november 17th
STM Craft Fair
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
STM Campus

Saturday, november 24th thru
Sunday, november 25th
Alumni Basketball Tournament
Huennekens Gymnasium

call Dan Steffes tm 03 at 
414-481-8370 x 100 to rSVP.
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Over the last eight years, Saint 
Thomas More’s Project Lead 
the Way Program has been 

a pacesetter for the City of 
Milwaukee and the State 
of Wisconsin.  In 2006, 
STM became the first PLTW-
certified high school in 
Milwaukee.  In the fall of 
2009, the school became 
the first Catholic high school 
in Wisconsin to offer the 
PLTW Biomedical Sciences 
Program.  And in 2011, 
STM became the first high 
school in Wisconsin to 
receive PLTW certification 
for both its Biomedical 
Sciences and Pathway to 
Engineering Programs.  

Two of the main reasons Saint 
Thomas More’s PLTW programs 
have merited this level of local 
and statewide recognition are our 
lead teachers in Engineering and 
Biomedical Sciences, Sharon Tomski 
and Darlene Langhoff. Both Sharon 
and Darlene are master teachers 
for PLTW, training other instructors 
during the summer and helping to 
write the curriculum used throughout 
the nation.  

A native of Nuremberg, Pennsylvania, 
Sharon Tomski holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Chemical Engineering 
from Virginia Tech and a Masters 
degree in the same field from the 
University of Wisconsin.  She met 

her husband Joel while both were 
serving in the Navy and returned 
with him to his hometown of St. 

Francis. The Tomskis have four sons, 
three of whom are currently enrolled 
at Saint Thomas More. Sharon has 
taught at Saint Thomas More for 
nine years.    

Ms. Tomski enjoys the open-ended 
nature of the Project Lead the Way 
Program, the fact that “there is no 
one correct answer, but rather lots of 
answers.” She feels this encourages 
her students to think about various 
approaches to different problems, 
a practice which promotes lifelong 
learning.  

Since the Engineering program is 
now in its ninth year at Saint Thomas 
More, Ms. Tomski can point both to 
successful projects completed by her 
students while in high school and to 

the accomplishments of graduates of 
the program who have gone on to 
colleges including Marquette, MSOE, 

and Cal Tech.  In fact, a 
number of graduates of the 
Engineering program are 
now employed as working 
engineers at such local 
firms as Badger Meter, 
Cooper Power Systems, 
and Rockwell Automation, 
and many TM alumni also 
serve on the program’s 
Partnership Team as 
representatives of local 
businesses. 

Darlene Langhoff, the head 
of the Biomedical Sciences 

Program, has been teaching at Saint 
Thomas More for 25 years.  Before 
taking on the PLTW Biomed Program 
in 2009, Ms. Langhoff was STM’s 
long-time biology teacher.  A native 
of Menomonee Falls, she holds a 
Bachelor of Science in Education 
from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.  Darlene is married,  
and she and her husband train 
border collies for competition as  
an avocation.

Like Ms. Tomski, Ms. Langhoff 
enjoys the hands-on, project-oriented 
nature of the Project Lead the Way 
Biomedical Sciences Program. In her 
Human Body Systems class, students 
shape internal organs from clay and 
insert them into skeletal frameworks 
rather than just memorizing their 

LeaDInG tHe Way:
sharon tomski and Darlene Langhoff

Sharon Tomski and Darlene Langhoff
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20th annual alumni  
Basketball tournament

placement on a diagram.  She enjoys 
watching her students’ progress 
as they move from one level of the 
Biomed program to the next, and she 
appreciates the fact that the program 
always offers the opportunity to 
explore something different.

Throughout her quarter century at 
Saint Thomas More, Ms. Langhoff 
has seen a variety of changes in the 
technology associated with teaching 
and learning, but she feels strongly 
that the quality of her students has 

not changed.  While the students 
may learn differently and make use 
of different tools, the climate at STM 
remains the same and the students 
are still really nice kids!

The Biomedical Sciences Program 
at Saint Thomas More is only 
beginning its fourth year, but it has 
already made valuable connections 
with other educational institutions 
and corporations in the surrounding 
community.  Last year, Biomed 
students assisted Spaulding Clinical 

of West Bend in testing portable 
EKG units at a health fair at the 
University of Wisconsin-Washington 
County.  This year, the Biomed 
Program will partner with the 
Biotechnical and Engineering Center 
of the Medical College of Wisconsin  
where Tim Sobotka (TM ’03) is the 
head of outreach.

In all of these projects, Saint Thomas 
More is blessed to have Sharon 
Tomski and Darlene Langhoff  
leading the way!

this November will mark the 
twentieth time that former 
basketball players will 

gather for the Alumni Basketball 
Tournament.  Teams from the 1970s 
all the way through the 2000s have 
participated in one of the area’s 
longest running alumni events.

Twenty years ago, Jeff Schwister and 
Joe Krysiak (TM ‘88) came up with 
the idea of getting kids to come back 
to Thomas More.  The TM basketball 
family has always been close, and 
this was a chance for everyone to 
stay in touch and continue to play 
together.  Now a staple of the 
Thanksgiving weekend, the 
tournament has taken on legendary 
status.

The early years were dominated 
by the State Champion Class of 

1988.  They finished 
with a record nine wins 
before retiring from the 
tourney in 2009.  Now 
new teams such as 1998 
(3 wins) and defending 
champion 2002 have 
taken over the spotlight.

Seven different classes 
have won this tournament, and 
more teams continue to enter every 
year.  The younger alumni have 
continued their support, and our 
numbers have been good every 
year.   Last year we had 12 teams 
enter the tournament.  In celebration 
of the 20th anniversary this year, 
we would love to see 20 teams in 
the tournament.  If you have not 
played in a few years, call up a few 
classmates and join us on the court.

Although the competition is fun, what 
brings everyone back is being able to 
see old faces and friends.  After the 
Saturday games, food and drinks are 
shared through the rest of the night.

This year’s Anniversary tournament 
will be held on Saturday, November 
24th – Sunday, November 25th.  
For information or to enter a team, 
please contact Brian Krysiak (tm ’98) 
at bkrysiak@directsupply.net or Dan 
Steffes (tm ’03), assistant Director of 
Development at dsteffes@tmore.org.  

- Brian Krysiak

The Class of 1988 Alumni Basketball Team in action  
during the 1998 Alumni Tournament.

s
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george r. Berdes (DB ’49) 
has created a website, 
www.eastofeagleriver.
com, to share the many 
short stories, plays, 
essays, and lectures he 
has written over the years, 
and he invites everyone 
to visit!

John abramczyk (DB ’55)
was recently inducted 
into the Shepard High 
School Athletic Hall of 
Fame in Palos Heights, 
Illinois for his contributions 
as a teacher, coach and 
athletic director.

Dr. Kurt annen (DB ’69) 
was named the Director 
of the Aerodyne Research 
Inc. Center for Energy and 
Propulsion Technology in 
July, 2012.

tHOMas MOre

Joseph S. Bova (tm ’78) 
and Mary, his wife of 
32 years, moved to 
Gilbert, Arizona, where 
he is working as a CNC 

machinist.  They are 
enjoying life with their 
daughter Kara, son-
in-law Ed, and three 
grandchildren Jun, 
Jadelynn, and Jin.

elizabeth (Beres) Kriese 
(tm ’93) has been married 
for eleven years and has 
two children, Charlize 
Cooper who is 6 1/2 
years old and Shane 
who is 4.  She lives in 
Milwaukee.  

melissa (meier) 
rutemoeller (tm ’99), her 
husband Klaus, and their 
son Kai welcomed a new 
addition to their family, 
Maren Jane, into the 
world on May 27, 2012.

Jennifer (heinz) nencka 
(tm ’00) and andrew 
nencka (tm ’00), along 
with their two-year-old 
daughter Ella, welcomed 
son Isaiah Matthew into 
the world on February 
8, 2012.  Jennifer is 
a Doctor of Physical 
Therapy at Aegis 

Therapies in Greendale 
while Andy is an Assistant 
Professor of Biophysics at 
The Medical College of 
Wisconsin.

maressa (Walker) Porter 
(tm ’00) graduated from 
Marquette University Law 
School in May, 2012 
and was hired as the 
corporate attorney for 
L. Knife & Son, a beer 
wholesaler network.

Jenny (Seidler) Johnson 
(tm ’01) and her husband 
Zach welcomed their first 
child, Kiera Lynn, on  
May 20, 2012.

Joe Switalski (tm ’02), 
JV boys tennis coach at 
STM, and his wife Melissa 
welcomed their first child, 
Kylie Ann, into the world 
on June 29, 2012.

Sarah (ehlenbach) Zemple 
(tm ’02) and her husband 
Bob welcomed their first 
child, Robert Matthew 
Zemple V, into the world 
on May 10, 2012. 

merissa Bartell (tm ’04) 
and Jeffrey Lauzon, both 
of Milwaukee, were 
married at St. Hedwig 
Catholic Church on June 
9, 2012.  Merissa is 
currently employed as 
a medical respiratory 
intensive care registered 
nurse at St. Luke’s 
Hospital where Jeffrey 
also serves as a cardiac 
psychologist. 

natalie mamerow (tm 
’05) recently completed 
her first semester toward 
a Master’s degree in 
Public Management at 
Johns Hopkins University.  
She began working in 
the Washington, D.C. 
office of Wisconsin 
Congressman Ron Kind  
in February, 2012.

Danielle Switalski (tm 
’05) is reporting for 
the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel’s NOW 
newspaper division.  
Her first book, entitled  
9 Wrong Wrong, will 
be released by Tate 
Publishing in April.

To share your news for publication in  
the Spirit, please send your information to: 
Bob Teske, Director of Development,  
at bteske@tmore.org.

Class 
Notes
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nancy a. Badzinski, a 
devoted Latin and History 
teacher at St. Mary’s 
Academy where she also 
served as moderator of the 
Junior Classical League, 
was called to God on July 
1, 2012 at the age of 71.

Sharon K. Beffa, mother 
of Robert (TM ’93), found 
peace with God on  
July 25, 2012 at the  
age of 67. 

Wayne a. Benning (tm 
’78) lost a courageous 
battle with lymphoma on 
June 13, 2012.

thomas W. Beres (DB ’57), 
father of Michael (TM 
’82), Catherine (SMA 
’85), and Elizabeth (TM 
’93), was born to eternal 
life on July 22, 2012 at 
the age of 73.

esther Blaszczynski, mother 
of Dennis (DB ’60) and 
Richard (DB ’65), died on 
March 18, 2012 at the 
age of  92.

Duane Boyle (tm ’77) 
passed away on November 
5, 2011 at the age of 52 

following a two-year 
struggle with cancer.

remedios r. Buksh, mother 
of Stephen (TM ’88), was 
called to God on July 26, 
2012 at 77 years of age.

ann ciszewski, mother 
of Raymond (DB ’61), 
entered eternal life on July 
2, 2012 at the age of 90.

Paul m. Drewek (DB ’64) 
died unexpectedly on  
July 16, 2012 at the  
age of 66.

Fritz and coralyn Fojtik, 
father and stepmother of 
the late William (PN ’70), 
Gregory (TM ’74), Thomas 
(TM ‘76), and Jeffrey (TM 
’78), succumbed to injuries 
suffered in an automobile 
accident at the ages of 85 
and 81 respectively on 
August 18 and August 16, 
2012. 

leona glodowski, 
grandmother of Dawn 
(TM ’92), Michael (TM 
’96), Laura (TM ’99) and 
Renee (TM ‘02), was born 
to eternal life on July 12, 
2012 at the age of 88.

theodore J. gaudynski (DB 
’61), brother of Thomas 
M. (DB ’59-62) and uncle 
of Thomas T. (TM ’83), 
passed away on July 29, 
2012 at 69 years of age.

rudolph g. herrera (DB ’69) 
died peacefully on June 10, 
2012 at the age of 81.

William m. Klemmer, Sr., 
father of William Jr. (TM 
’81) and Christian (TM 
’87), was called to his 
eternal reward on July16, 
2012 at the age of 77.

henrietta lewandowski, 
mother-in-law of Michael 
Juneau (TM ’74), passed 
away on August 5, 2012 
at the age of 86.

Judy a. malecki, mother of 
James (TM ’95), died on 
July 21, 2012 at 63 years 
of age.

Daniel manske (SF ’47) 
was born to eternal life on 
April 30, 2012 at the age 
of 80.

Kathleen a. michalowski, 
mother of Jeff (TM ’89) 
and John (TM ’90), found 
peace with God on August 
1, 2012 at the age of 70.

emerence Sajdak, sister-in-
law of Michael (DB ’49), 
passed peacefully into 
eternal life on August 17, 
2012 at the age of 91.

rose ann Shapiro, mother 
of David (PN ’71) and 
grandmother of Michelle 
(TM ’97), Aaron (TM ’98), 
and Anne Marie (TM ’02), 
passed away on May 29, 
2012 at the age of 82.

conrad l. Sobczak (DB 
’56), father of Michael (TM 
’83), died peacefully on 
June 9, 2012 surrounded 
by his family.  Connie 

served as President of  
the Saint Thomas More 
Board of Directors and 
received the school’s 
prestigious Chancellor 
Award in 1991.

Peter W. Sprangers (DB 
’64), father of Paul (TM 
’88) and Eric (TM ’87-91), 
passed away on May 30, 
2012 at the age of 65.  
Peter served as a member 
of the Saint Thomas More 
Board of Directors and 
was a recipient of the STM 
Chancellor Award  
in 1998.

maryKate Sullivan (tm ’95) 
was born to eternal life on 
August 5, 2012 at the age 
of 35.

richard J. Waliszewski, 
brother of Jerome (DB 
’61), died on July 6, 2012 
at 67 years of age.

edwin Wisniewski (Pn 
’40), father of Bruce (DB 
’64) and Blaine (TM ’73), 
died on July 12, 2012.

ann Woldanski, wife of 
Joseph (DB ’53) passed 
away on August 5, 2012 
at 75 years of age.

Stacy lynn Zahorik (tm 
’02) was called to God 
on August 2, 2012 at the 
age of 27 following many 
years of struggle with 
myasthenia gravis.

In  Loving    
Memory Of…
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10 times MORE… Help us spread the word! 
1. Catholic, college prep, co-ed high school 

2. Committed and extraordinary teachers 

3. Warm, family-like atmosphere 

4. Located 10 minutes from downtown Milwaukee with transportation available 

5. Over 50 athletic teams and clubs  

6. Wireless  Laptop Campus 

7. Certified Engineering & Biomedical Science programs 

8. Microsoft Office Specialist Certification 

9. National award-winning Robotics  team 

10. 99% of graduates further their education 

 

EXPERIENCE MORE! 
SAINT THOMAS MORE HIGH SCHOOL 

Alumni Coupon: Good for one free application fee for family or 
friends. Must be received in the Admissions Office by  
November 1, 2012.  NAME: ______________________ 

Be a part of 
MORE! 


