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SPRING GREETINGS, FRIENDS OF ST. THOMAS MORE 
HIGH SCHOOL.  WE ARE IN THE HOME STRETCH OF 
THE SCHOOL YEAR, AND IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE, 
WE WILL SAY OUR FINAL FAREWELL TO THE CLASS 
OF 2019! 

This has been an incredible year at STM. Last year we 
carefully developed a three-year strategic plan, and this 
year the plan is operational. And as we move forward, 
we are collecting and analyzing academic data,  
adjusting our plan when necessary to meet the  
evolving needs of our students. 

This strategic plan supports the important work of our 
teachers in the classroom, and STM continues to excel 
because of the innovation and creativity of our  
educators. Here are just a few of our teachers’  
accomplishments from the past year: 

 Visual arts teacher Jodi Brzezinski was named  
 to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruc- 
 tion’s Academic Standards Writing Committee  
 for Art & Design. This committee recommends  
 revisions to the state’s teaching standards for  
 visual arts education throughout Wisconsin. 

 Social science chair Kevin Gleeson received the  
 James Madison Memorial Fellowship, a  
 competitive program that provides funding  
 to the nation’s best secondary school teachers  
 for graduate study in areas related to the US  
 Constitution. Gleeson is currently pursuing his  
 master’s degree. 

 Social science teacher Natalie Robinson was  
 selected as one of the National Endowment  
 for the Humanities’s 462 Summer Scholars. This  
 prestigious program allows the best K-12 teach- 
 ers nationwide to study with leading experts in  
 their fields of study. 

And as a school, we are continuing to evolve to provide 
our diverse student body with a truly unrivaled  
educational experience. After years of studying and 
planning, we implemented our new block class  
schedule, providing teachers with more uninterrupted, 
instructional time with their students. At the end of 
each school day, students have an Enrichment Period, 
which, along with giving them more opportunities to 
seek help from their classroom teachers, provides time 
for monthly class Masses, club and sport meetings, 
physical fitness, and mental wellness. The Enrichment 
Period also hosts our Freshman Study Skills Seminar, 
which provides students with training in soft skills  
valued in the collegiate and professional worlds, such 
as collaboration, time management, critical thinking, 
and note-taking.

We have bolstered our STEM curriculum and are  
exploring programming that offers more real-world, 
professional experience for our students. Through our 
participation in Microsoft Philanthropies’s Technology 
Education and Literacy in Schools (TEALS) program, 
students interested in computer science can learn  
introductory programming and coding, including 
Python, from Northwestern Mutual employees. We 
continue to research ways to strengthen our computer 
science program, including offering a class on  
cybersecurity. We are also analyzing how to provide 
students interested in medical patient care with pro-
fessionally relevant experience, including allowing 
students to become Certified Nursing Assistants while 
completing their biomedical science coursework. 

Our fine arts curriculum has gotten stronger as well. 
STM has partnered with the Milwaukee nonprofit First 
Stage for our introductory theater and acting studio 
classes. Adding this experience to that of our theater 
director, Matt Zembrowski, provides our student  
performers and stage crew with a diverse,  
contemporary theatrical education. STM has also  
continued its partnership with the Milwaukee Institute 
of Art & Design to offer the cross-curricular Future  
Designers program, which helps students envision  
careers in Graphic Design, Industrial Design,  
Architectural Design, and Illustration. 

These programs and partnerships would not be  
possible without your continued support. Please enjoy 
this issue of the Spirit, which shows how our students, 
alumni, volunteers, and friends continue to build upon 
the impressive legacy of Pio Nono, St. Francis Minor 
Seminary, Don Bosco, and St. Thomas More.

God bless,
Mary McIntosh
President
St. Thomas More High School
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A MessAge froM our President

STM’s president reflects upon a successful year
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EACH YEAR, THE STM DINNER AUCTION  
COMMITTEE PUTS IN COUNTLESS HOURS TO BRING 
TOGETHER AN EVENT THAT SERVES SEVERAL  
PURPOSES: TO RAISE MONEY, TO HONOR OUR 
CHANCELLOR AWARD RECIPIENT, AND TO BRING 
THE STM FAMILY TOGETHER FOR A FUN EVENING.  
THIS YEAR’S EVENT, “THAT’S TMORÉ – A NIGHT AT 
AN ITALIAN RESTAURANT,” SURPASSED  
EXPECTATIONS IN ALL FACETS.  

A sold-out crowd of 440 people attended this year’s 
event, which honored Coach Tom Sager (DB ‘60) with 
the Chancellor Award. The crowd truly represented 
all branches of the STM family tree – current parents, 
alumni parents, many young alumni, and quite a few 
of Coach Sager’s family members and former  
players. Coach Sager was introduced by a video  
created by some of his former players, and he 
thanked his family and friends, especially the late 
Coach Jim Haluska. Coach Sager’s efforts over the 
last several years helped establish the Coach Jim  
Haluska Wall of Champions, which has reconnected 
STM to years of Don Bosco alumni and created an 
opportunity for STM to honor past and future  
championship athletic teams.
 

A particularly poignant part of the evening came 
about halfway through the live auction, when STM 
parent Jason Glembin (pictured below) spoke to the 
crowd about the impact that scholarships have had 
on his children, senior Noah and freshman Emily. He 
and his wife, Deanne, knew that they could not afford 
to send their kids to a Catholic high school without 
tuition assistance, and Jason thanked the crowd for 
their commitment and support of STM through the  
auction. He even announced that his son, Noah, had 
just the night before committed to play basketball at 
Carroll University, which drew a cheer from the room.  
His message helped us raise over $38,000 in our Fund 
the Future campaign, where we received gifts  
ranging from $50 to $10,000 to support scholarships 
at STM. In total, the 2019 STM Dinner Auction raised 
over $180,000, the second-most in the event’s 36-
year history!”

So much effort goes into making this event a  
success, and a huge thank you goes to the Dinner 
Auction Committee, led by STM parent Jeanne  
Winiarski. Our auction chairpersons, Tom & Carol 
Trisco, also played a valuable role in making the event 
one to remember. We encourage you to visit tmore.
org to view a comprehensive list of our sponsors and 
advertisers who help make our event possible. And, if 
you want to get in on the fun for next year, mark your 
calendar for March 21, 2020!

thAt’s tMorÉ: A night At the 36th AnnuAl stM dinner Auction

You can invest in the future of STM students through scholarships at tmore.org/donate. Simply choose Fund 
the Future as the Fund Designation when making your contribution. All donations are tax-deductible, and if 

you work for a mid-to-large-sized corporation, your gift may be eligible for a dollar-for-dollar match!

Help Fund the Future

37th Annual STM Dinner Auction: March 21, 2020

Record-breaking ticket sales and excellent company made the auction memorable

Glembin Family at the 2019 dinner auction



Volunteers of the YeAr

SERVANT LEADERSHIP VALUES HAVE INTEGRATED 
INTO ALL ASPECTS OF CAVALIER LIFE, AND OUR 
ADULT VOLUNTEERS ARE NO EXCEPTION. THEIR  
UNSELFISH AND DEDICATED SERVICE HELPS  
ADVANCE STM’S MISSION AND MIRRORS THE COM-
MITMENT OF OUR TEACHERS, STAFF, AND COACHES. 

Val Hirsch, Christina Lelinski, Gail Neustifter, Lynn  
Niemiec, Meg Sranske, and Jeanne Winiarski have given 
countless hours to STM in the forms of photography, 
event support, student organization assistance, and 
community outreach.  

Hirsch, nominated by a member of the development 
department, has attended almost every varsity home 
sports contest and community event for the last  
decade to take pictures of our athletes and event  
attendees. Hirsch publishes all of her pictures on social 
media, giving athletes’ families the chance to preserve 
these precious memories. 
 
As an alumni parent – her daughters, Cassandra and 
Nicole, graduated in 2008 and 2011 – Hirsch returns to 
take photos because she knows how much the  
parents appreciate having lasting memories of their 
children’s high school experience. The decision to send 
the girls to STM was just as simple, “It was the best 
choice. They loved the smaller school setting.”  

Lelinski, nominated by a current teacher, has been a 
Cavalier parent volunteer for the last ten years.  
Volunteer fatigue is nowhere to be found, however, and 
Lelinski is present at almost every bake sale,  
dinner auction, and faculty/staff luncheon. She  
selflessly dedicates her time to STM, providing a  
passionate example of commitment to service for her 
children and the greater STM community. 

“I love to help at STM because I get to interact with 
the teachers, families, and alumni,” Lelinski said. “The 
loving and caring environment that the school has had 
since my son’s first year at STM in 2009 drew me in. My 
love hasn’t gone away and will continue after my last 
daughter graduates this year.” 

Neustifter, nominated by a member of the development 
department, spends countless hours volunteering her 
time to enhance the educational experience for STM 
fine arts students, especially those participating in  
theater. As chair of the Fine Arts Booster Club,  
Neustifter leads fundraising efforts for the fine arts 
program and has worked to modernize the business 
side of the theater program. She provides a level of 
organization, dedication, and persistence that allows 
the theater program to grow, even without significant 
financial support from the school as a whole. 

STM names six Volunteers of the Year for their dedication and support over the past school year
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Meg srAnske, VAl hirsch, christinA lelinski, gAil neustifter, lYnn nieMiec, And JeAnne WiniArski



Neustifter and her family looked at STM’s theater 
program when making the decision of where to send 
their son. “When we attended the STM productions of 
Godspell and The Addams Family, we had a good idea 
that our decision was made,” she explained. “We had 
attended another school’s production of Oklahoma, 
and it did not hold a candle to the talent that we saw at 
STM.” Read more about STM theater on page 18! 

Niemiec, nominated by a member of our athletic  
department, plays an integral role for STM’s Annual 
Arts & Crafts Fair, the school’s largest athletics fund-
raiser. Niemiec oversees all vendor communication and 
has contributed to the event’s continued growth over 
the past three years.  

As the mother of two boys, Anthony (STM ’17) and Jer-
emy (STM ’19), Niemiec has immersed herself in all her 
children’s extracurricular activities. “From cross country 
pasta dinners to now running the MORE Robotics team, 
volunteering at STM has given me the opportunity to 
spend more time with my boys and to be involved and 
learn about the things that interest them.”  

Niemiec is also the program organizer for MORE  
Robotics. “Being able to keep the MORE Robotics team 
running for Jeremy and his teammates — kids I have 
gotten to know and love, watch grow and  
celebrate new successes with — has been fantastic.” 
Read more about MORE Robotics on page 14! 

Sranske, nominated by a member of the development 
department, has played a major role in multiple fund-
raising campaigns at STM, including the dinner auction, 
poms, and visual arts. Sranske’s ingenuity, determina-
tion, and ability to think outside the box has brought 
new business supporters to STM. Her leadership and 
passion inspire others to think and work harder toward 
a common goal. Because she cares deeply about STM, 
Sranske is always willing to speak her mind, providing a 
valuable perspective that often leads to deeper  
discussion.  

“I believe it’s important to support the school my kids 
attend,” Sranske said. “The money that is fundraised 
goes to programs and infrastructure that they directly 
benefit from each year. I am also a huge supporter of 
STM’s ‘servant leadership’ focus. If we expect our  
children to serve others, we as parents need to model 
that behavior ourselves.”  

Citing STM’s smaller class sizes, Sranske is confident 
that the school will prepare her children, Ben (STM ’19) 
and Emma (STM ’21), for life beyond high school. In 
fact, Ben has recently received an opportunity to  
continue his athletic career in college. Read more about 
our Cavaliers moving on to college athletics on page 16! 
 

 

Winiarski, nominated by a member of the development 
department, is involved on the school’s Advancement 
Committee, Athletic Association, and Auction  
Committee.  For the 36th Annual Dinner Auction, she 
spent many hours reaching out to businesses for  
sponsorships, ads, and donations. Her committee of  
volunteers, some new to the event entirely, also made 
a huge difference in the acquisition of sponsorships 
and silent auction items. Additionally, she spearheaded 
efforts to help raise the visibility and the fan/athlete  
experience for our football program for the 2018  
season. 

“My joy in volunteering at STM comes from the belief 
that my investment will continue to pay dividends into 
the future,” Winiarski explained. “I’m hopeful that the 
community sponsors I’ve developed during auction and 
athletics fundraising will continue to stay connected 
and further invest in and support this great school.”   

Winiarski’s behind-the-scenes work was instrumental in 
the success of the auction, which relies heavily on the 
parent volunteers who take the time to organize silent 
auction items, solicit businesses for sponsorships, and 
promote ticket sales. Read more about the auction on 
page five! 

Nominated by members of our faculty and staff and  
selected by the Volunteer Committee, our Volunteers 
of the Year were honored at the April 9 Volunteer 
Appreciation Mass. We look forward to working with 
them in the future and encourage readers interested in 
volunteering at STM to contact us.

Start making a difference today! 

Contact Volunteer Coordinator  
Katlyn Putney (STM ’10) 

for information on how you can make 
a difference in the lives of STM  

students. 

putneyk@tmore.org
(414) 481-8370 x108
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“My joy in volunteering at STM 
comes from the belief that my  
investment will continue to pay  

dividends into the future.” 



clAss of 2020 keePs the reseArch running

Photos by  
Monet Wagner (STM ‘20)

ALMOST FOUR YEARS AGO, TONY ARENAS  
(TM ’03) RECEIVED A DOUBLE LUNG  
TRANSPLANT TO TREAT CYSTIC FIBROSIS, A 
CONDITION HE WAS DIAGNOSED WITH AT JUST 
SIX MONTHS OLD. 
 
Arenas and his wife, Melissa (TM ’03), spoke to 
the current junior class while they were freshmen 
about the importance of positivity and serving 
others, fundamental themes of STM’s Center for 
Servant Leadership & Civic Engagement. 

“Their story was empowering and gave a new 
perspective in how we see life and the gifts we are 
given,” said junior Rachel Kuspa. “Tony and Melissa 
are alumni, so they feel like family to us.” 

During the third year of STM’s servant leadership 
program, students pick a cause and organize a 
philanthropic event to support a nonprofit  

organization. Remembering his inspirational story, 
the Class of 2020 decided to organize the Run for 
Lungs – a 5K run/walk to raise money to establish 
the Anthony J. Arenas Professorship at the  
University of Wisconsin Health Foundation. This $1 
million endowment fund will allow Tony’s surgeon, 
Dr. James Maloney, to conduct transplant research 
to help others inflicted with cystic fibrosis. 

On April 6, over 120 people gathered at  
Humboldt Park in Bay View to support organ 
transplant research. The efforts of the students, 
participation of runners, and the support of  
community partnerships helped raise $4,300 for 
the professorship. Tony also participated in the 
run, the first since his lung transplant in 2015. 

 
 

STM’s junior class organizes successful fundraiser to benefit the Anthony J. Arenas Professorship
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“Tony and Melissa feel  
like family to us.”

Tony and Melissa Arenas (TM ‘03) running toward the finish line of the 2019 Run for Lungs



The Class of 2020 led this fundraiser from start to finish. 
Throughout the process, students implemented the  
principles of servant leadership by: 

forming student committees and setting meeting  
agendas; 

reaching out to potential sponsors and donors; 

creating and distributing event publicity and social  
media content; 

recruiting event participants and volunteers; 

educating the student body about organ donation; and
 
planning the logistics for the run/walk.  

“This run has allowed the entire class to put these values 
we’ve been learning for the past three years into action 
and work together to create change in the community,” 
said Kuspa, who was one of the fundraiser’s student  
leaders. “It has truly allowed us to practice being leaders 
who work towards the common goal of serving others.” 

“I am blessed to provide guidance to these students 
while they do the challenging and collaborative work it 
takes to make an event like this successful and  
meaningful,” said Center for Servant Leadership and Civic 
Engagement Director and social sciences teacher Mike 
Greuel. 

Though the event has passed, the Anthony J. Arenas  
Professorship continues to strive towards their goal. If 
you want to help “keep the research running,” you can 
send donations, payable to St. Thomas More, to us at 
2601 E. Morgan Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53207.

Thank you to our community 
partners!

 
Healium Hot Yoga

Mac’s Pet Depot and Barkery
Milwaukee County Parks

Honeypie
Kinn Guesthouse MKE
Lakeshore Chinooks

Donate Life Wisconsin
TriFaster

Cousins Subs

“The run has truly allowed us to  
practice being leaders who work  

toward the common goal of  
serving others.”

2019 Run for Lungs sponsor TriFaster with STM student leader David Jensen

Student leader Rachel Kuspa addressing the 
crowd at the start of the Run for Lungs with  

Melissa and Tony Arenas.



DANIELLE BILOT WANTS TO TRANSFORM THE 
LAND USE OF PARKING LOTS ACROSS THE  
UNITED STATES. WHAT EXACTLY DOES THAT 
MEAN, AND WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE?

She’s started to answer that question through a 
journey that’s taken her from the halls of St.  
Thomas More to the University of Wisconsin -  
Madison to Oregon to Texas to the University of 
Colorado Boulder, where she’s a researcher and 
lecturer in environmental design. 

For the 2007 TM alum, the issue all comes down to 
food — and bees. 

Bilot, a South Side native who attended St. Josa-
phat School before enrolling at St. Thomas More, 
holds a master’s degree in landscape architecture 
and the psychology of social spaces. She’s focused 
on improving urban design in support of healthy 
bee populations in support of sustainable food.

“They ensure that I can have guac on my burrito or 
a beer during the football game,” Bilot explained 
during a 2016 Ted Talk in Denver, where she lives. 
“But their numbers continue to decline so I wanted 
to see if we could come up with a solution.” 

The answer — at least in part — lies in replacing 
the mundane grasses of parking lots with multi- 
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dAnielle Bilot (TM ‘07)
TM 2007 aluma has vision for transforming America’s parking lots — with bees

By Will O’Brien (TM ‘07)cliMBing her oWn lAdder

Photo by 
Mohammed Thuaileb 

Al-Khaili



colored, pollinator-friendly plants that serve as 
diverse, year-round food sources for bees, helping 
them thrive. The same principles can be applied in 
all kinds of public spaces, Bilot said.  

Making that happen on a grand scale, of course, is 
no easy task, which is why Bilot’s work spans  
science, design and public policy. She’s interested 
in action, not just academic theories. 

Academics, however, have always been Bilot’s 
friend. A dedicated student from an early age, Bilot 
always knew she wanted to make an impact  
outside of Milwaukee. 

A member of the soccer team and student govern-
ment at STM, Bilot applied herself in honors and AP 
courses and graduated in the Top 10 of her class. 
The school’s family-like atmosphere allowed her to 
explore different interests and express herself.

“You’re a person at St. Thomas More,” Bilot said, 
“not just a number.”

And its rigor, especially its English classes requiring 
long, structured papers, prepared her well for UW, 
where she earned a bachelor’s degree in landscape 
architecture.

The road, however, wasn’t without hurdles. The 
early years of college brought about some major 
life changes and challenged Bilot to think critically 
about her future. 

At some point, seeking direction — she liked the 
idea of working with plants outside but didn’t want 
to be a botanist — Bilot found one of UW’s thick 
course books, listing the school’s hundreds of  
majors, and flipped it open.

 
 

“Landscape architecture was the first thing I saw,” 
she said, “and it was exactly what I was looking for.”

The decision carried Bilot through graduation, 
graduate school in at the University of Oregon and 
almost four years in Texas, where she worked for a 
large landscape architecture firm as a sustainability 
coordinator and designer of master planned  
communities. 
 
A similar, trust-your-gut move took her to Colorado, 
where she’s fallen in love with teaching, has grand 
plans in motion, and is relishing the opportunity to 
set her own course. 

“I didn’t want to climb someone else’s ladder,” she 
said. “I want to climb my own.”

11

STM planted 30 oak trees on our 16 
acre campus in the fall of 2018 

STM is the first high school chapter 
of The Water Council, a nonprofit 
working to find innovative solutions 
to critical global water issues 

STM’s Green Club, made up of ten 
students, helps clean our grounds 
and introduces green practices to 
the STM student body

Did You Know?

Bilot at work. Photo Credit: Lolita Mendoza Castaneda

Bilot at work



THE SON OF A FARMER-TURNED-POLICEMAN AND A 
ONE-ROOM SCHOOLTEACHER, FR. JOHN L. BROPHY 
DEVELOPED HIS SOPHISTICATED WORLDVIEW FROM 
HIS DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORY, SOCIETY, 
AND CULTURE; HIS DIVERSE LIFE EXPERIENCES; AND 
HIS ETERNAL LOVE OF CHRIST. 

Part of a close-knit, Irish-American family, Fr. Brophy 
followed his older cousins to Marquette University High 
School. He fondly remembers sitting courtside for  
basketball games in the Don Bosco gymnasium, which, 
because of the bleachers’ proximity to the court, 
brought fans directly into the action.

“As a freshman at Marquette High, I was really small, 
and I couldn’t play any sports,” Fr. Brophy recalled. “But 
I remember going to games at Don Bosco, and I really 
admired Ted Brzenk (DB ’55). Relatively speaking, he 
was a smaller guy but, boy, was he good.” In 1997, St. 
Thomas More inducted Brzenk into its Athletic Hall of 
Fame as a member of the inaugural class. 

After earning his bachelor’s and master’s degrees, Fr. 
Brophy was commissioned as an officer in US Army, 
serving two years in Germany after the construction of 
the Berlin Wall. Once he completed his military service 
and returned to Wisconsin, Brophy considered pursuing 
his Ph.D. but ultimately decided to enter the seminary. 

“I had never thought about becoming a priest,” Fr. 
Brophy said. “I thought I would come back from the 
army and teach since it runs in my family. And then it 
just hit me that I should consider the priesthood. I am 
five years older than my class because of the army and 
graduate school, but once the idea entered my head, I 
knew I had to give priesthood a shot.”

After leaving the seminary, Fr. Brophy served as an  
associate pastor at St. Robert in Shorewood, St.  
Eugene in Fox Point, and St. Catherine and St. Gregory 
the Great in Milwaukee. Inspired by the educators in his 
family, he also taught sociology classes at St. Francis de 
Sales Seminary and Cardinal Stritch University.

fAther John BroPhY
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Enthusiastic priest and his sister found new scholarship funds at STM

ProMoting the legAcY of cAtholic educAtion

Father John Brophy and his late sister Eileen



Wanting to connect with the life of his farming an-
cestors, Fr. Brophy then made a drastic move, leaving 
Wisconsin for rural Saskatchewan, Canada.

“Like many Irish immigrants, my ancestors farmed  
before moving into the city,” Fr. Brophy explained.  
“After the seminary, I served at four Milwaukee  
parishes, all in the cities and suburbs. I wanted a taste 
of what my parents and grandparents experienced.”

After spending 11 years with the Archdioceses of  
Regina and Winnipeg in Canada, Fr. Brophy returned 
to Wisconsin, serving as pastor at Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church in Kewaskum from 1991 to 1997.

Witnessing the benefits of religious education in many 
different environments and cultures, Fr. Brophy is an 
enthusiastic supporter of Catholic schools. In 2018, Fr. 
Brophy and his sister, Luanne Brophy Schipper,  
established two scholarship funds for St. Thomas More 
students.

“I like the idea of a gift that keeps giving,” Fr. Brophy 
said. “My gift today can keep generating income and 
assist students for many years to come.”

When choosing which Catholic schools to support, Fr. 
Brophy considered the impact that his financial  
contribution would make in the lives of students. 

“Unlike students from more privileged backgrounds, 
most St. Thomas More students do not have a high- 
performing public high school in their neighborhood,” 
Brophy continued. “St. Thomas More offers an  
exceptional education to students who might not  
receive the same quality of education in the  
public-school system. St. Thomas More gives these 
students an opportunity – an avenue to a better life.”

Fr. Brophy also views St. Thomas More as a microcosm 
of evolving trends in both Milwaukee and the Catholic 
Church. During early-to-mid-20th century, both  
Milwaukee and the Church saw much of its growth 
come from Irish and Eastern European families.  
Immigrants remain a driving force of growth, but  
today, many Catholics and Milwaukeeans, especially on 
the south side, connect their family heritage to Latin 
America. 

“St. Thomas More and its south side community have 
changed a lot,” Fr. Brophy remarked. “The south side 

used to be filled with European immigrants but now 
it’s heavily Latino. Not surprisingly, St. Thomas More 
has also become more diverse; over half the students 
are Latino or Hispanic, a trend that the Church is still 
adjusting to but has become the norm. In America 
today, over half of school-aged Catholics and over half 
of church-going millennials are Latino. Diversity is a 
wonderful gift, and St. Thomas More greatly benefits 
from that gift.”

Putting ‘his money where his mouth is,’ Fr. Brophy  
decided that one of the scholarship funds, the Jerome
Schipper Scholarship Fund, would specifically benefit 
a student of color. The scholarship, which is named 
after Luanne’s late husband, who graduated from Pio 
Nono in 1945, helps maintain St. Thomas More’s diver-
sity while directly assisting a young man or woman 
who has not benefited from the societal privilege that 
Fr. Brophy has studied and witnessed. 

Named after John and Luanne’s late sister, the Eileen 
Brophy Loftus Scholarship Fund provides financial 
support for a female student attending St. Thomas 
More. Graduating from Cardinal Stritch University, 
which once shared a campus with St. Mary’s Academy 
on Lake Drive, with the help of a full-ride scholarship, 
Eileen taught social studies for nearly 40 years in Sun 
Prairie, Wisconsin.

“At the time Sun Prairie was still very small and rural 
with only about 2,400 residents,” Brophy described. 
“Eileen’s idea was to bring kids off the farm and open 
the world to them.”

Valuing the important role teachers play in their stu-
dents’ personal growth, Fr. Brophy hopes that his 
scholars make the most of their time at St. Thomas 
More, forming lifelong connections with their teachers.

“Students’ contact with the faculty here will steer 
them when making significant life decisions,” Fr.  
Brophy concluded. “Because of their teachers’ guid-
ance, students learn to discern important choices, 
not just vocationally but also spiritually and person-
ally. When my sisters and I were young, options were 
limited. If your dad was in the army, you went into the 
army. And for women, you either trained to become a 
good spouse or you became a nun. But now there is 
much more opportunity to explore, and I want to help  
students reach their potential in all aspects of life.”
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“St. Thomas More offers an exceptional 
education to students who might not 
receive the same quality of education 

in the public school system.”

To make an impact on the education of 
current and future Cavaliers through  

scholarship support, please visit  
tmore.org/donate.

Support Scholarships at STM



More roBotics seeks coMMunitY  
suPPort to continue iMPressiVe groWth

“WHILE THE AMOUNT OF EFFORT AND HARD WORK 
WE PUT IN MAY SEEM LIKE A LOT,” MORE ROBOT-
ICS JUNIOR CAPTAIN SARAH PELZEK SAID, “WE ALL 
KNOW THAT IT’S THE HARDEST FUN WE’VE EVER 
HAD, AND WE WOULDN’T TRADE IT FOR ANYTHING.”

Founded in 2006, MORE Robotics is a member of For 
Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technol-
ogy (FIRST). A nonprofit with over 600,000 student 
participants across the world, FIRST seeks to motivate 
young people to pursue education and career  
opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM), while building their self-confidence and 
developing important personal and professional skills.

Most visibly, FIRST teams design, build, and program 
industrial-sized robots that compete in a challeng-
ing field game against other teams. In early January, 
FIRST holds its Kickoff Broadcast, announcing the  
season’s game and objectives to its nearly 4,000  
competing teams. Each season has a different theme; 
this year’s theme was Destination: Deep Space.

After learning the rules of the game, teams have just 
six weeks to build their robot for the FIRST Robotics 
Competition. With a grueling, unforgiving schedule, 
many MORE Robotics participants dedicate over 30 
hours a week to the team during build season. 

“Right after Christmas break, the team came back  
together to learn this year’s game and start designing 
the robot,” MORE Robotics lead mentor Lynn Niemiec 
explained. “During build season, the team meets every 
day after school for a few hours and all day on  
Saturdays to meet the deadline. And as we get closer 
to the end of the build season, the students work  
seven days a week.”

“During the build season, so much stuff needs to get 
done in such a small amount of time,” sophomore 
Ethan Sus continued. “Being able to find time to build 
a robot while completing homework and projects for 

MORE Robotics team members learn much more than just how to build robots
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class is challenging, but MORE Robotics has greatly 
helped me with my time management skills.”

“The dedication and determination that these  
students and their mentors show is really inspiring,” 
president Mary McIntosh added. “Our MORE  
Robotics team exemplifies the skills and values that 
we seek to instill in our students over the course of 
their four years at St. Thomas More.” 

Building the robot requires students to take on many 
different roles and responsibilities. Some tasks  
involve technological skills while others are more 
mechanical. The students divide into several  
Component Design Teams that manage specific  
projects, such as drivetrain, electrical, computer-  
aided design (CAD), programming, and manipulation.

“Everyone, regardless of their particular skill set, has 
a chance to contribute,” Lynn Niemiec said. “Whether 
students enjoy working on the computer, with their 
hands, or both, they can gain immersive, firsthand 
experience working as an engineering team, much as 
they would in the professional world.”

The team’s senior captain (Jeremy Niemiec for the 
2019 season), junior captain (Sarah Pelzek), and the 
captains of each Component Design Team form the 
MORE Robotics leadership team. With the help of 
lead mentors Lynn and John Niemiec and college 
mentors from the Milwaukee School of Engineering 
(MSOE), the leadership team must ensure that all 
participants are working together to meet the team’s 
objectives while achieving their own personal goals 
as well.

“The format really emphasizes teamwork, communi-
cation, and leadership,” Lynn Niemiec said. “It helps 
the students grow, not just academically but also 
personally and professionally. Several students are 
more outgoing, more focused, and more assertive 
after confronting the demands of MORE Robotics.” 

“MORE Robotics has helped me become more of a 
leader,” Pelzek continued. “It’s taught me a lot of  
engineering and the design process, which has 
helped me in my engineering classes. It has also 
made speeches and presentations easier since I am 
doing them more on the team.” 

“I improved my language skills a lot because of 
MORE Robotics,” added sophomore Shijie ‘Peter’ 

Mao, who grew up in China and attends St. Thomas 
More through the Wisconsin International Academy. 
“I also learned how to find a balance between my 
class work and other school activities, like swimming 
and robotics. MORE Robotics has taught me how to 
balance my time while maintaining a good GPA.”

In addition to building the robot, students must also 
manage the business-side of the team, designing 
their team brand, promoting their efforts to the  
community, raising funds, and recruiting future team-
mates. Along with replenishing and upgrading basic 
equipment and tools, the team must raise $5,000 to 
compete at the Wisconsin Regional at UW-Milwau-
kee Panther Arena. 

The Wisconsin Regional represents one of nearly 200 
national and international qualifying events for the 
FIRST Robotics Competition. The highest-  
performing teams at each qualification event  
advance to the FIRST World Championships, which 
requires another $5,000 participation fee, plus  
lodging, transportation, and other travel expenses.

“The fundraising need is daunting,” McIntosh  
explained, “especially while juggling all the other 
tasks the team must accomplish. The students must 
cultivate connections in the community and engage 
possible ‘investors,’ much like aspiring entrepreneurs. 
Support is still needed to sustain the team long-term, 
but the team did a fantastic job promoting its brand 
and securing the funds for this season’s competition.”

You can invest in MORE Robotics at  
tmore.org/donate. Simply choose MORE Robotics 
as the Fund Designation when making your contri-
bution. All donations are tax- deductible, and if you 
work for a mid-to-large-sized corporation, your gift 

may be eligible for a dollar-for-dollar match!

Support MORE Robotics

“Several students are more outgoing, 
more focused, and more assertive  
after confronting the demands of  

MORE Robotics.”
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Senior captain Niemiec addresses the team at a meeting



cAVAlier Athletics reVieW

Brayden Koch  
Soccer 

Coe College

Katie Gerschke  
Golf 

Rockhurst University

Ben Sranske 
Baseball 

Viterbo University

Noah Glembin 
Basketball 

Carroll University

Eric Williams 
Football 

North Dakota State College of Science

Basketball player Noah Glembin reached his 1,000th career point at STM this season. The 
previous record-holder is Tony Mane (TM ‘06), who is the STM director of admissions and 

recruitment, assistant boys basketball coach, and assistant athletic director. 

Photo by Val Hirsch

STM student-athletes sign Letters of Intent to continue their athletic careers in college
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1,000th Point Milestone



For a full list of athletic accomplishments from the  
2018-19 school year, please visit tmore.org/athletics, 

and follow our Facebook for current news.

 Boys Soccer
Conference Champions (6-0 Record) 

Top 10 in Division 

Nick Unora (STM ’19), 1st Team All-Conference,   
 Metro Classic Conference Player of the Year
Rafa Zamudio (STM ’19), 1st Team All-Conference
JP Daun (STM ’19), 2nd Team All-Conference 
Johan Mata (STM ’20), 2nd Team All-Conference

Photo by Val Hirsch

Don Bosco Graduate Inducted into  
Wisconsin Old Time Ballplayers  

Hall of Fame 

Tom “Whitey” Grafenauer (DB ’61) was 
inducted into the Wisconsin Old Time 

Ballplayers Hall of Fame on November 18, 
2018. Grafenauer, who died on  

November 14, 2017, after a courageous 
battle with leukemia, received the award 
for his outstanding contributions to the 
game of baseball. Throughout his base-
ball career, Grafenauer played on many 
state and national championship teams, 
including Don Bosco’s state champion-

ship team in 1961. 

Grafenauer coached high school baseball 
at St. Francis High School from 1966 to 
1969 and then at Whitnall High School 

until 1992. His teams won several  
Parkland Conference Championships, and 

Grafenauer compiled over 700 wins,  
including a state championship with  

Whitnall in 1991. In 1975, the American  
Association of College Baseball Coaches  

honored Grafenauer as the District 4 
High School Coach of the Year for the 

Midwest. In 1976, he was named Nation-
al High School Coach of the Year, and in 

1990, he was inducted into the Wisconsin 
Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame. 

A past president of the Wisconsin High 
School Baseball Coaches Association, 

Coach Tom “Whitey” Grafenauer will be 
remembered as a competitor and winner 
who loved the game of baseball and the 

players he coached. 

2018-19 Athletic Accomplishments

2018-19 Pom/Dance Team 
Accomplishments

UDA Camp 2018: Spirit Stick, Superior 
Trophy - Nationals Qualifier, Leader-
ship Award, UDA All-Americans

Trojan Dance Invite 2018: 2nd Place  
Division 4 Pom, 2nd Place Division 2 
Kick, 3rd Place Division 2 Jazz

Watertown Spirit Invite 2018, 3rd Place 
Division 4 Pom, 4th Place Division 2 
Kick

Oshkosh Invite 2019: 2nd Place  
Division 2 Kick, 5th Place Division 2 
Jazz, 6th Place Division 4 Pom

WACPC Regionals 2019: 3rd Place  
Division 4 Pom - State Qualifiers

 Nick Unora



stM theAter giVes students 
Well-rounded exPerience

STM’S THEATER PROGRAM OFFERS STUDENTS  
OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESENT PROFESSIONAL-  
QUALITY THEATER WHILE HONING THEIR  
PERSONAL SKILLS IN ACTING, SINGING,  
BUILDING, DESIGNING, MANAGING, AND DIRECTING 
IN A SAFE AND PRODUCTIVE ENVIRONMENT.  

 
With close to 50 students 
working either onstage or 
behind the scenes on  
every show, STM’s theater 
program has flourished, 
providing students from 
diverse backgrounds with 
everlasting memories of 
high school while equipping 
them with skills they can 
use throughout their lives. 
 
“The greatest gift theater 
has given me is ability to 
problem solve,” explained 
senior actor Jacob  
Hauenstein, pictured left. 
“During shows, there are 
many ‘unseen variables.’ 

Maybe there’s a prop missing, or you enter on stage 
from the wrong side. The greatest thing an actor can 
do is quickly assess the problem and figure out how 
to keep the show going. The quick problem-solving 
skill and ability to improv is something I will take with 
me wherever I go.” 

Students in theater at STM also get the unique  
opportunity to work alongside theater professionals 
to further enhance their experiences at STM. These 
professionals include our very own theater director 
Matt Zembrowski, who has appeared in shows across 
Wisconsin. Most recently, he played the role of Bert 
Jefferson in The Man Who Came to Dinner at Sunset 
Playhouse.  

“I’ve acted in over 25 shows, so I always take into 
consideration the instincts of the actors,” Zembrowski 
said, “because that’s what I want from a director.” 

As a student at the University of Wisconsin-  
Milwaukee, Zembrowski was thrust into the position 
of directing shows with little budget, and in most cas-
es, no script. He learned how to write, build sets, and 
ask people for help in the areas he had little  
experience with, such as lights, sound, and dance.  

STM’s theater program rapidly grows thanks to unique shows and opportunities for students
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Jacob Hauenstein on stage



“As a director, I bring all of my experiences in the 
performing arts to what I do,” Zembrowski  
continued. To be a successful director, you can’t just 
have skills in one area. “A lot of those relationships 
have followed me in my time at STM.” 

Zembrowski hands the director role over to the  
students once a year at the student-directed one-
act plays. Students interested in directing a one-act 
must submit a written proposal telling Zembrowski 
they want to direct. In each of the past three years, 
students have produced a playbill full of one-act 
shows for the STM community. 

“I first had the idea to do the student-directed One-
Acts because we had an unusually organized  
student who did work both onstage and backstage, 
and I thought she might like to have that  
experience,” Zembrowski said. “The kids enjoy  
directing because it gives them a chance to look 
at theater from another angle. In high school, you 
don’t really get a lot of autonomy; the one acts 
gives them a chance to be in charge and have a  
little control. In the arts it’s very informative to look 
at the whole picture of something – to be the one 
who has all the answers and create something.” 
 

Help give students like Emily and Jacob an amazing experience by donating to replace a broken 
seat in the STM Auditorium. Purchased seats can be dedicated to a student, alumnus, or theater 

patron of your choice. Please visit tmore.org/donate to make your contribution today!

Take a Seat in the STM Auditorium!

Devon Swayne (STM ‘16) is majoring in Stage 
Management at the Royal Welsh College of 
Music & Drama. 

Andrea Lara (STM ‘17) is studying Theatrical 
Costuming at Lawrence University. 

Noah Mastaglio (STM ‘18) is appearing in Viter-
bo University’s spring play A Country Wife. 

Kaitlyn Serketich (STM ‘13) completed a  
degree in Theater from Viterbo and has been 
performing professionally around the country. 

Declan Swayne (STM ‘17) recently appeared in 
The Man Who Came To Dinner at Sunset  
Playhouse in Elm Grove. 

Cesar Morales (STM ‘17) is minoring in Theater 
at UW-Milwaukee and served as Assistant  
Director on Gentleman’s Guide.

Recent Graduates in the  
Performing Arts

STM theater has proved that not only athletes get to 
compete at the state level. STM has sent performers 
and stage crew to the Wisconsin State High School 
Theater Festival each of the past three years and 
made it to the state finalist level for Journeys to  
Neverland and Sherlock Holmes and the Unfinished 
Adventure. Additionally, in March, STM Theater  
became the first high school in Wisconsin to present 
2014 Tony Award Best Musical Winner A Gentleman’s 
Guide to Love and Murder.  

“Theater has taught me how life can be full of joys and 
disappointments; but as long as I stay positive, every-
thing works out,” said senior performer Emily Martin, 
pictured left. “No matter what happens after I  
graduate, I want to take that positive energy with me, 
so that I can be the best person I can be.” 

What’s next for STM Theater? “In the 2019-20 school 
year, we will be doing two shows unlike anything we 
have done before,” teased Zembrowski, “and we will 
continue the Christmas Carol-inspired Fezziwig’s 
Feast holiday show and one-acts, as well.” Stay tuned 
to STM’s social media pages for more information on 
upcoming shows and opportunities to support STM 
theater.
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Emily Martin on stage



St. Thomas More High School 
2601 E. Morgan Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53207

414-481-8370 
www.tmore.org

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Milwaukee, WI 
Permit No. 2433

UPCOMING EVENTS

Open House 
October 27 & 28

Graduation 
June 2

TMO Golf Outing 
August 12

Athletic Hall of Fame/Wall of Champions 
Induction Ceremony 
October 19

Alumni Hall of Fame Induction 
November 9, 2019 

Inductees to be named this summer

For more information, please contact 
Events Coordinator Dan Steffes at 

dsteffes@tmore.org

Please visit tmore.org/calendar for more upcoming events.

Stay connected with STM by finding the Cavaliers on social media!

StThomasMoreHS STM_Cavaliers St. Thomas More High School STMCavaliers


