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BECAUSE OF THE GENEROSITY AND  
ENTHUSIASM OF PEOPLE LIKE YOU, OUR  
STUDENTS ARE BENEFITING FROM A  
SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT IN EDUCATION.  
With your support for last year’s Giving Tuesday  
fundraiser, we raised over $10,000 to equip each 
of our classrooms with an interactive Smart Board. 
Along with the 17-foot projector screen installed 
in our Learning Commons before the start of last 
school year, these Smart Boards greatly expand 
the ability of our teachers to engage their  
students and encourage them to remain  
intellectually curious throughout their lives.

But STM is investing in more than just technology. 
With the continued support of local foundations, 
our MORE Enrichment afterschool program  
continues to grow, providing students with  
one-on-one and small group instruction to  
supplement what they are learning in the  
classroom. Housed in our recently renovated  
Learning Commons, this program offers free,  
individualized tutoring four times a week in  
English, math, social science, Spanish, and  
theology. Along with STM teachers, students from 
the Marquette University College of Education 
also assist students during MORE Enrichment.
 
More important than anything else, however, is our 
investment in keeping class sizes small and  
retaining our talented teachers. While many schools 
are increasingly holding classes of nearly 30 
students, STM’s average class size is 17, and our 
student-to-teacher ratio is 12:1. Our accomplished 
teaching staff, which includes two Ph.Ds., five Kohl 
Teacher Fellows, two fellows at the University of 
Wisconsin’s Center for the Study of the American 
Constitution, a Project Lead the Way Master  
teacher, and the National Art Education  
Association’s 2018 Wisconsin Art Teacher of the 
Year, have the creativity and experience to take 
advantage of these small classes, giving students 
the individual attention they need to succeed in 
whatever path they choose to take. 

 

 

If you are the parent of an elementary or middle 
school student, I would like to personally invite 
you to learn more about STM’s investment in  
education at our Open House for prospective  
students on Sunday, October 21, and Monday, 
October 22. At Open House, prospective students 
and their families will receive a personal tour of 
the building, speak with current students and 
teachers about their experiences, learn about our 
robust portfolio of financial assistance, and hear 
much more about what makes STM unique.

If you are one of the over 10,000 proud alumni of 
St. Thomas More, Don Bosco, Pio Nono, St.  
Francis Minor Seminary, or St. Mary’s Academy, 
please share these Open House dates with families 
who will soon be making the difficult decision of 
which high school their children will spend  
perhaps the most formative years of their lives. 
Even if high school is still a few years away, we 
would love to show them how STM provides the 
foundation for our students to lead humbly, to 
always seek truth and knowledge, and to answer 
God’s call to serve. And be sure to share this mag-
azine with them as well!

God Bless,
 

 
Nicholas Kelly, Principal

4

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

St. Thomas More High School makes significant investments in the classroom



5

October 21-22  
STM Open House

November 2 
Entrance exam at STM

February 1 
Applications available 
for Milwaukee and 
Wisconsin Parental 
Choice Programs

April 22 
Wisconsin Parental Choice 
Program application window 
closes

October 31  
Priority deadline for 
admission and financial 
aid applications

December 
STM begins mailing 
admission decision and 
financial aid letters

February 20 
Milwaukee Parental 
Choice Program  
application window closes

July 1 
Enrollment Contract  
and tuition payment due

Admissions Timeline

October 21: 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
October 22: 5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

OPEN HOUSE

Register at: tmore.org/admissions

September 
Shadow visits begin

Visit tmore.org/admissions  
for more information



SOCIAL SCIENCES At StM
IN STM’S SOCIAL SCIENCE COURSES,  
STUDENTS LEARN MUCH MORE THAN JUST 
THE BASIC FACTS AND DATES FOR THEIR 
NEXT EXAM. While it might be easier to teach 
a history lesson through a lecture and note  
taking, our five social sciences teachers strive 
to make each lesson engaging, interactive, and 
memorable, molding students who, regardless 
of their future plans, contribute positively to 
our society. 

“Preparing children to 
interpret, partake in, and 
influence the world is 
the most vital and fun-
damental function of a 
social science education,” 
explained department 
chair Kevin Gleeson, who 
received the prestigious 
Herb Kohl Teacher  
Fellowship in 2018 and 
has served as a fellow at 
the University of  

Wisconsin’s Center for the Study of the  
American Constitution. “Each student is as  
diverse as our subjects of inquiry, and as 
teachers we aim to establish an environment 
where students gain the skills necessary to 
succeed in whichever path they choose.  
Students who feel invested in their studies will 
commit themselves to the course, thus  
enlivening the experience and challenging 
their perceived limits of self-achievement.” 

All five members of the social sciences  
department completed the secondary  
education program at Marquette  
University. “Working with like-minded  
department colleagues, and having received 
uniform undergraduate training, allows us to 
develop seamless synchronicity within our  
curriculum mapping,” said Gleeson. “This  
results in better service to our students, who 
benefit from uniform pedagogical practices.”

Social science teachers engage students through creative, collaborative lessons

Department Chair 
Kevin Gleeson
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PREPARATION FOR SUCCESS
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Mr. Greuel’s Favorite Lesson to Teach

Our Human Geography unit on resource scarcity uses a number of case  
studies to demonstrate how countries compete for valuable and essential 
natural resources.  These real-life scenarios, such as increased exploration 
and population of the Arctic, are mirrored by playing the settlement-building 
(and fiercely competitive) board game Settlers of Catan.

Mr. Idstein’s Favorite Lesson to Teach

The Sensation & Perception unit of AP Psychology becomes a fun,  
hands-on lesson. Students use perception goggles to manipulate their  

senses, exploring how the brain organizes and interprets our environment in 
different situations.

Mr. Lukasiewicz’s Summer Service

I led service trips to Jamaica the past two summers. 
After witnessing the difficult lives of many Jamaicans, I 
have a new appreciation for what I have and gained a  
better understanding of my capability to give back. 
Helping someone doesn’t have to be some grandiose 
action but can be something simple like volunteering a 
helping hand, listening, or giving fellowship.

Ms. Robinson’s Summer Teaching

I taught a US Civil War and Reconstruction unit and 
an Oral English class in Jinan, China, this summer. 

Through this experience, I gained a better  
understanding of what it is like for our international 

students coming to STM. I now know what  
background information they have on the topics 

covered at STM and how to help them adjust to the 
American form of high school.

In 2018, Lukasiewicz received the Early Career Educator 
Award from the Wisconsin Association of Colleges for 
Teacher Education

GET TO KNOW OUR TEACHERS

Robinson is also the moderator of  
Student Council, the largest student organization at STM

Greuel also serves as director of STM’s Center for Servant 
Leadership & Civic Engagement

Idstein is also a fellow at UW-Madison’s Center for the Study of the 
American Constitution and serves as STM’s cross country coach



GABBY KENNEDY (STM ’18) SOARED TO  
INCREDIBLE HEIGHTS DURING HER FOUR YEARS 
AT ST. THOMAS MORE HIGH SCHOOL. As a  
student, Kennedy excelled in visual arts, theater, 
National Honor Society, and earned the honor of 
being the valedictorian of her graduating class. As 
an athlete, Kennedy shattered school records in 
pole vault, made three appearances at the  
Wisconsin state Track and Field Meet in La Crosse, 
and was the Metro Classic Conference Pole Vault 
Champion four years in a row. In 2018, Gabby  
became the third sibling in her family to graduate 
from STM, after her sister, Alicia (STM ’13), and her 
brother, Thomas (STM ’15).  

This fall, Kennedy begins her college career at  
Murray State University in Murray, Kentucky, where 
she will study biomedical science and pole vault for 
the school’s Division I Track & Field Team. Because 
of her diverse accomplishments in both academics 
and athletics at STM, Kennedy received the  
Murray State Presidential Fellowship, which will 
cover tuition, housing, and meals for all four years 
of her undergraduate education. 

“STM definitely helped me to become more a 
well-rounded person,” Kennedy explained. “In 
grade school at St. Matthias, I was really focused on  
academics and my one sport of gymnastics, but as 

Photo of Gabby at Hart Park  
taken by Val Hirsch

8

GAbRIELLE KENNEdy (STM ‘18)
2018 alumna reflects on academics, athletics, and fellowship at St. Thomas More High School



soon as I got to high school I was able to explore 
new interests and find some new passions.” 

At STM, biomedical science quickly became one of 
Kennedy’s new passions. STM’s biomedical science 
program exposed her to hands-on, project-based 
learning and encouraged her to pursue a career as 
a medical research scientist. 

Out of the many assignments she completed in the 
program, Kennedy’s design project for her  
Biomedical Innovations capstone course was  
particularly memorable. Kennedy and her lab group 
identified a common medical problem –  
scoliosis – and brainstormed possible solutions to 
help people suffering with the back disorder.  
Mentored by her sister Alicia, a biomedical engineer 
at Abbott Laboratories in Minnesota, Kennedy and 
her classmates created a new type of back brace to 
better alleviate the pain caused by scoliosis.  
Kennedy and her classmates presented their  
findings to the STM community during our annual 
Project Lead the Way Showcase Night. 

“The capstone project gives the student an  
opportunity to select an area of interest in the  
biomedical field and to apply the knowledge and 
skills gained over the course of the previous three 
years to answer questions or solve problems  
related to the biomedical sciences,” said biomedical 
science teacher Kathy Stelling.

Outside the classroom, Kennedy valued the  
opportunity to travel and explore diverse cultures. 
“One of my favorite memories of STM was our trip 
to Spain and France during the summer after my  
sophomore year,” exclaimed Kennedy. “It was a 

once in a lifetime opportunity where I could have 
an amazing cultural experience with some of my 
closest teachers and friends.”

Through academics, athletics, clubs, faith  
formation, and service opportunities, St. Thomas 
More hopes that all students have the  
opportunity to flourish in many areas of the school, 
helping them to become ‘Men and Women for All 
Seasons.’ “At STM Gabby excelled in academics, 
athletics, the arts, and as a leader for our school 
community,” STM principal Nicholas Kelly said. “She 
truly is ‘A Women of All Seasons’, prepared for  
anything God throws at her.”

As she begins her education at Murray State,  
Kennedy hopes that prospective eight  
graders and incoming students will start their 
Cavalier experience with an open mind and a 
willing heart. “STM is the perfect family  
atmosphere. Even with the high level of  
academics, the school is welcoming instead 
of intimidating,” she said. “Come in with an 
open mind and a willing heart and you can  
establish yourself in multiple areas here.”

PREPARATION FOR SUCCESS
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Kennedy with her senior advanced 

placement studio pieces at the Spring 
2018 Art Show

Kennedy with the school sign  
congratulating her on her way to state



ST. THOMAS MORE’S HISTORY AND TRADITION 
DATES BACK TO 1870 WITH THE FOUNDING 
OF PIO NONO COLLEGE. Since then, our school 
community has grown to include students from 
St. Francis Minor Seminary, Don Bosco High 
School, Pio Nono High School, St. Mary’s  
Academy, and Thomas More High School – over 
10,000 alumni in total. To support the family  
members of these alumni, St. Thomas More  
created the Legacy Scholarship Fund in 2007. 
Since its inception, the Legacy Scholarship Fund 
has provided over $100,000 in financial aid to 
children and grandchildren of our alumni.

“One of the most important aspects of our faith 
as Catholics is our tradition. A Catholic high 
school is no different; tradition is paramount,” 
said alumni director Dan Steffes (TM ’03). “The  
Legacy Scholarship helps us carry on the tradition 
of a St. Thomas More education in the families of 
our alumni. Students whose parents and  
grandparents attended Don Bosco, Pio Nono, St. 
Francis Minor Seminary, St. Mary’s, or Thomas More 
have a deep connection to the tradition of our 
school, and this scholarship makes it possible for 
those students to reap the benefits of a Catholic 
education.”

 

 
 

The Legacy Scholarship is supported by the  
Thomas More Open (TMO), an annual golf outing 
that brings over 150 golfers together each August. 
This year, the TMO raised over $20,000 to support 
the Legacy Scholarship Fund, ensuring that  
eligible relatives of our alumni will continue to  
receive aid in the years to come. 

“It is an honor to be able to carry on the  
tradition of a Catholic education within my 
family,” said one of the 2018 scholarship  
recipients. “St. Thomas More has had a huge 
presence in the community for a long time, 
and I am proud to be a part of it. This  
scholarship makes it possible for me and my 
classmates to grow and learn through a  
faith-based education while also becoming a 
part of the same great community our parents 
and grandparents are a part of.”

For more information on the Legacy  
Scholarship Fund and other financial aid and 
scholarship opportunities, please visit  
tmore.org/scholarships.
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SCHOLARSHIP SPOTLIGHT: LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Family tradition of Catholic education continues through Legacy Scholarship Fund

James (TM ‘79), John (TM ‘78), Ken, Pat (TM ‘73), and 
Mike (PN ‘72) Derdzinski at the 2018 TMO

Board Member Fr. Phil Schumaker, Principal Nic Kelly, 
Board Chairman Tom Trisco (DB ‘72), and Jon Kelly at 

the 2018 TMO



STM IN  THE COMMUNITY
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SERVICE SPOTLIGHT: WORLD LANGUAGES TRIP

IT WAS A SUNNY, VERY WARM AND HUMID 
DAY IN JUNE 2018 IN SAN JOSÉ, COSTA RICA. 
Fifteen students and five adults from St.  
Thomas More’s language and cultural  
travel group got on a bus to visit a tree nursery, 
where they purchased 20 fruit trees to take to 
Parque San Francisco, in an impoverished barrio 
just outside San José. Armed with shovels and 
gloves, the Cavaliers began to plant the trees. 
There were a few residents in the park when 
they arrived, but slowly the residents, especially 
the children, began to help.

When the hardware store delivered bags of  
cement, activity ramped up. The students dug 
up gravel to mix with the cement to pour a  
permanent floor in the covered pavilion at one 
end of the park. It was hot, grueling work, but 
no one complained. Our students knew that 
what they were doing could tip the balance for 
the local community as they tried to turn the 
tide of drugs and violence. The students’ few 
hours of physical work were a sign to the locals 
that someone outside the barrio supported their 
efforts.

In the middle of the morning, a teacher and  
administrator from the local elementary school 
arrived to accept gifts of school supplies for 

their students. STM students had reserved space 
and weight in their luggage and brought  
supplies to donate to the local school. The 
school officials gratefully accepted the items, 
talking about their belief that education was a 
key to changing the reality of the neighborhood. 

Back near the fruit trees, students opened cans 
of paint to spruce up the tires sunk into the 
ground that served as tables and chairs for  
picnicking families. Immediately the  
neighborhood children asked to help, and the 
project shifted from outside service to  
community involvement.

At the end of four hot hours, everyone got  
together for some colorful pictures. The  
children asked the STM students to come back 
and help again. Some of the STM students got 
misty-eyed. Some posed with the trees they had 
planted. Students and adults alike had smiles on 
their faces. They knew that they had made some 
small difference in the life of the community, 
which could tip the balance positively for this  
neighborhood that so desperately wanted to 
change for the better.

by Ann Marie Dorn, STM World Languages Chair
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In addition to volunteering in the Milwaukee community, STM students have the opportunity to  
participate in various international service trips with their teachers and classmates. This summer, the 
World Languages department led a group of students to Costa Rica to learn more about Latin  
American culture, beautify the local community, and gain valuable perspective on global poverty.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Open House 
October 21 & 22

STM Theater Presents: The Crucible 
November 8-11

STM Craft Fair 
November 17

Alumni Basketball Tournament 
November 24 & 25

36th Annual STM Dinner Auction 
Honoring Coach Tom Sager (DB ‘60) 

Saturday, March 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on our annual 
dinner auction, or to sign up as an  

Auction Committee Member, please 
contact Events Coordinator Dan Steffes 

at dsteffes@tmore.org

Please visit tmore.org/calendar for more upcoming events.

Sheepshead Tournament 
January 19, 2019


