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With this issue of the Spirit, 
Saint Thomas More High 
School’s publications 

are officially entering the digital 
age.  Rather than being printed 
and mailed to all 9,000 alumni, 
parents, and friends on our 
mailing list, the current issue of 
the magazine has been sent 
electronically to all those whose 
e-mail addresses we have on file.

In addition, the recently completed 
2010 -11 and 2011-12 Annual 
Reports are also available for 
review on the Saint Thomas More 
website, www.tmore.org.  As 
with the Spirit magazine, the 
distribution of the Annual Reports 
electronically reduces both printing 
and mailing costs.

If we do not currently have your 
e-mail address and you would 
prefer to receive the Spirit on-line, 
simply contact assistant Director 
of Development Dan Steffes at 
dsteffes@tmore.org, provide him 
with your correct e-mail address, 
and inform him of your preference.

For those of you who prefer to 
continue receiving the printed 
version of the Spirit, please be 
assured that we will be happy 
to continue providing it to you.  
We’re simply trying to reach as 
many of our alumni, parents, and 
friends as possible in ways that 
you find most convenient and 
enjoyable.  Thank you for your 
cooperation!

spirit and annual reports 
available On-Line!

www.tmore.org
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Audubon
Blessed Sacrament
Bruce Guadalupe
Catholic East
Cooper
Cudahy Middle
Deer Creek
Divine Mercy
Eastbrook Academy
Fernwood
Greendale Middle

Greenfield Elementary
H.W. Longfellow
Holy Wisdom
Home School
Humboldt Park
Indian Community
La Causa
Mary Queen of Saints
Morgandale
Nativity Jesuit
Notre Dame

Our Lady Queen of Peace
St. Adalbert
St. Alphonsus
St. Anthony
St. Charles Borromeo
St. Gregory the Great
St. John Kanty
St. Josaphat
St. Martin of Tours
St. Mary Hales Corners
St. Matthew

St. Matthias
St. Rafael
St. Roman
St. Thomas Aquinas 

Academy
Victory Christian 

Academy
Wedgewood Park
Woodlands

Alverno College                                                     
Arizona State University
Blackhawk Community College
Bradley University
Cardinal Stritch University
Carroll University
Columbia College-Chicago
Concordia University Wisconsin
Edgewood College
Fort Lewis College
Franciscan University of Steubenville
Illinois Institute of Art-Chicago
Institute of Beauty and Wellness

Loras College
Loyola University Chicago
Marian University
Marquette University
MATC
MATC – Fire Cadet Program
Mount Mary College
MSOE
St. Ambrose University
St. John’s University
St. Mary’s University
St. Norbert’s
United States Navy

University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
University of St. Thomas
University of Wisconsin – Green Bay
University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire
University of Wisconsin – Madison
University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee
University of Wisconsin – Platteville
University of Wisconsin – Stout
University of Wisconsin – Waukesha
University of Wisconsin – Whitewater
Valparaiso University
Wisconsin Lutheran College

HaIL anD FareWeLL

At the same time we are celebrating the graduating Class 
of 2013, we are preparing to welcome the incoming 
Class of 2017.  As our graduates head off to college, a 
group of nearly 145 eighth-graders from the 40 schools 

listed below prepares to attend Saint Thomas More.   
The STM family welcomes each and every one, and we 
look forward to the legacy they will create over the next 
four years!

On Sunday, May 19, eighty-eight members of the 
Saint Thomas More Class of 2013 walked across 
the stage in the Huennekens Gymnasium to accept 

their diplomas.  As part of the ceremony,  they were 
recognized for the following accomplishments:

• 24 members of the class were named to the National 
Honor Society.

• 95 % of the class will go on to attend college this fall. 
• The Class of 2013 was offered over $4.6 million in 

college scholarships.

We congratulate the members of the Class of 2013 on 
their many achievements as they begin the next stage 
of their journey.  We know that they will distinguish 
themselves at the following colleges and universities they 
will be attending this fall:  
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Karina salazar-reyes awarded 
Gates Millennium scholarship

saint Thomas More Senior 
Karina Salazar-Reyes has 
been awarded a 2013 

Gates Millennium Scholarship, 
a highly competitive good-
through-graduation grant which 
will allow her to pursue a 
degree in any undergraduate 
major at the accredited college 
or university of her choice.  
Continuing Gates Scholars 
may also request funding for 
graduate degree programs in 
select fields.  Karina is the first 
Saint Thomas More student to 
receive the prestigious Gates 
Millennium Scholarship, and 
she was one of only ten students in 
Wisconsin chosen to receive the 
award.

Established in 1999 with the 
goal of developing “Leaders for 
America’s Future,” the Gates 
Millennium Scholars program is 
funded by a $1.6 billion grant 
from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  The GMS Program 
is intended to remove barriers 
to education for 20,000 high-
performing, low-income students.  
Each year, it enables 5,000 students 
to attend and graduate from 800 of 
the most selective private and public 
schools in the country, including 
Ivy League colleges, flagship state 
universities, and other institutions.  
The ultimate goal of the Gates 
Millennium Scholars program is to 

promote academic excellence by 
providing thousands of outstanding 
students with significant financial 
need the opportunity to reach their 
full potential.

Karina’s parents came to the United 
States from Mexico in order to give 
their children a better chance to 

be successful.  Karina learned 
the values and traditions of 
Mexican culture from them, 
along with the importance of 
hard work, education, and 
service to the community.  As a 
result, Karina is both bilingual 
and bi-cultural, characteristics 
she celebrates through her 
involvement in the Latino 
Student Organization at Saint 
Thomas More and through 
her active participation in 
traditional dance groups at 
school and in the Milwaukee 
Hispanic community.  She has 
maintained an impressive 3.79 
GPA during her four years at 
Saint Thomas More.  Karina 
has also given back to her 
community by volunteering 
and mentoring students at 
Notre Dame Middle School 
and Saint Thomas More, and 
by volunteering at the Casa 
Romero Retreat Center.  

Karina will use her Gates 
Millennium Scholarship to enroll 
at St. John’s University in New 
York City next fall.  Her goal is 

to become a bilingual professional 
in the field of international business, 
and to return to work in the 
Milwaukee Hispanic community.  

Congratulations, Karina!  Saint 
Thomas More is proud to celebrate 
your accomplishments!

Karina Salazar-Reyes with Dr. Mark Joerres  
at graduation.

Karina Salazar-Reyes performs a traditional  
Mexican dance.
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Congratulations!

cecilia margraff (Stm ’11) was 
crowned Miss St. Francis on 
Saturday, April 6, 2013 during 
a ceremony held – appropriately 
enough – in the Saint Thomas 
More High School Auditorium!  
A sophomore at Marquette 
University, Cecilia received a 
$2,000 scholarship to the school 
of her choice as one of the prizes 
for winning the Miss St. Francis 
competition.  In addition, she will have the opportunity 
to compete in the Miss Wisconsin Pageant held in 
Oshkosh from June 16 to  June 22.  Congratulations 
Cecilia!

Kaitlyn Serketich (Stm ’14) was 
chosen as a member of the 
Wisconsin Women’s Honor Choir 
though a competitive audition 
process. Selected students attend 
a camp this summer under the 
direction of a nationally recognized 
choral conductor. These students 
then perform at the Wisconsin 
State Music Educator’s Convention 
at the Overture Center in Madison in October. 
Congratulations Kaitlyn!

Seven Saint 
Thomas More 
students 
participated in 
eight events at 
the State Solo 
and Ensemble 
Festival.  isabella 
hamilton (Stm 
‘13) earned a “1” 
rating with a perfect score, and isabella (Stm ‘13) and 
gabriella hamilton (Stm ‘14) did likewise with their 

vocal duet.  Kaitlyn Serketich (Stm ‘14) also earned 
a “1” rating for both her soprano solo and musical 
theater solo.  Other participants at State were Lang Vu, 
Alicia Kennedy, Kathryn Jablonowski, and Lydia Raflik.  
Congratulations to all!

Due to the generosity of the Lincoln 
Music House, two new awards 
were given out at the Fine Arts 
Awards Banquet on May 11.  The 
John Philip Sousa Award was 
presented to Dan Balistreri (Stm 
’13) for his four years of leadership, 
dedication and performance in 
band. isabella hamilton (Stm ’13) 
was chosen as the recipient of the 
National School Choral Award in 
recognition of her four years in chorus, her leadership 
in rehearsing parts with students, and her growth as a 
musician.  Congratulations Dan and Isabella!

The Saint Thomas More 
Girls Track Team won the 
inaugural Metro Classic 
Conference Championship 
on May 14.  Members 
of the team also set three 
school records during the 
course of this year’s soggy 
spring season.  Korina 
hendricks (Stm ’13) set a 
new record in the 800m run, finishing in 2:26.00 
and breaking the previous record by 3.96 seconds.  
megan Wengelewski (Stm ’14) and maria missurelli 
(Stm ’14), along with Kaytlyn Vajgrt (Stm ’15), set a 
new record in the 300m High Hurdle Shuttle, with a 
time of 1:00.09 seconds. Delaney Verba (Stm ’13) and 
heidi golembiewski (Stm ’14) and madeleine hein (Stm 
’14) broke the Shot Put Relay record, with a combined 
distance of 89’9.25”.  Congratulations to all!

Cecilia Margraff  
(STM ’11)

Dan Balistreri  
(STM ’13)

Korina Hendricks (STM ’13)

Kaitlyn Serketich   
(STM ‘14)

Gabriella Hamilton  
(STM ‘14)

Isabella Hamilton  
(STM ‘13)
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Beams 
of light 
bounced 

off mirrored 
disco balls and 
danced around 
the Community 
Room and 
Huennekens 
Gymnasium.  
Guests attired in 
open shirts and 
bell bottoms, 
mini-skirts and go-go boots, shared 
cocktails and memories of the Age 
of Disco, that magical period in 
the late 1970s and early 1980s 
that served as the theme for Studio 
2601, Saint Thomas More High 
School’s 30th Annual Dinner 
Auction.

Despite being scheduled in late 
April instead of late February in 
order to avoid possible conflicts 
with the boys and girls basketball 
regionals, Studio 2601 still drew 
a total of 285 enthusiastic guests 
ready to celebrate the music and 
the fashions of the Disco Era.  
As they entered the building, 
party-goers walked between the 
stanchions and down the red carpet 
into a swirl of activity.  On one side 
of the Main Hallway, guests could 
purchase chances for six different 
raffles, with prizes ranging from 
an iPad Mini to a wheelbarrow full 
of booze, from gift cards wallets 
to a home wine tasting!  On the 
other side, they could squeeze into 

an old-fashioned photo booth with 
their friends and create a strip of 
photographs enhanced with all 
manner of silly props!

From the entryway, guests eased 
into the Community Room which 
was awash with colored lights and 
filled with a wide range of Silent 
Auction prizes.  Student volunteers 
passed appetizers typical of the 
period – pigs-in-a-blanket, Swedish 
meatballs, and deviled eggs. For 
the first time this year, guests were 
able to place their bids using cell 
phones or smart phones courtesy 
of online services provided by 
Auctions By Cellular.  Bidders 
were automatically informed by 
text message if they were outbid 
on a particular item, and this 
prompted greater competition for 
auction items ranging from sports 
memorabilia to autographed movie 
posters, barbecue grills to theater 
tickets.  Auctions By Cellular’s 
services proved very effective, 
with the Silent Auction generating 

$25,000 in 
revenue this 
year, an increase 
of 25% over last 
year!

After two hours 
of bidding 
excitement, 
guests boogied 
from the 
Community 
Room to the 

Huennekens Gymnasium which 
had been transformed by Exciting 
Events into a Disco dance club, 
complete with an elevated DJ 
booth, illuminated dance floor, and 
pulsating lights that glinted off the 
disco ball centerpieces Jill Wittig of 
Four Sisters Floral had prepared for 
each table.  Master of Ceremonies 
Scott Dolphin, co-host of the WMIL 
FM 106 morning show, welcomed 
guests to their tables and introduced 
Chief Administrator Mark Joerres.  
Dr. Joerres spoke briefly on the 
value of Catholic education and 
then turned the microphone over 
to STM seniors Lydia Bestul and 
Danny Schwantes.   The students 
offered testimonials regarding 
their four years here and how their 
experiences at STM had shaped 
their lives and prepared them for 
the future.  

 It was then time for Dr. Joerres to 
present the Chancellor Award. The 
2013 award honored the late John 
(DB ’53) Gardetto and his wife 

studio 2601 is a Groovy success

SB

s

SB
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Judy (SMA ’55) for their lifetime 
commitment to Saint Thomas More.  
Judy Gardetto, accompanied 
by four of her five children – all 
Thomas More or St. Mary’s 
graduates themselves – accepted 
the Chancellor Award plaque on 
behalf of the family, and her son 
John, Jr. (TM ’80) expressed their 
gratitude.

Following a delicious dinner of pork 
ribeye and Cornish hen prepared 
by All Occasions Catering and 
served by STM student volunteers, 
Auctioneer Dan Pronley started 
the bidding on an assortment of 
eighteen Live Auction items.  This 
year’s prizes included a week-long 
African safari, an autographed 
photo of Packer legend Donald 
Driver, and a motor scooter!  In 
addition, guests had a chance to 
bid on several offerings contributed 
by faculty and staff members, 
including skydiving with Dr. 
Joerres and a month of personal 
training with STM Strength and 
Conditioning Coach Jimmy Litscher 
(TM ’06). 

Once the excitement from the Live 

Auction faded, 
Past President 
and Principal 
Tom Knitter took 
to the podium 
and challenged 
members of the 
audience to dig 
deep and contribute 
to Saint Thomas 
More’s “Fund 
the Future” program.   
“Fund the Future” 
supports the school’s general 
operations and the scholarship 
fund which provides financial aid 
to approximately 2/3 of current 
students.  Knitter reminded those 
in attendance that back in the day 
when Disco was popular, tuition 
and fees at Thomas More were only 
about $350 per year as compared 
with $9,495 currently.  Prompted 
by $5,000 lead gifts from Ed Zore 
(DB ’63), Brian Binash (TM ’73), 
and Jim Kitzinger (TM ’75), the 
audience responded generously.  
The total raised by the “Fund the 
Future” appeal was over $47,000, 
outstripping last year’s contributions 
by some $12,000.  When added 
to income from reservations, 

underwriting, sponsorships, and 
advertising, as well as Live and 
Silent Auction revenues, the 2013 
Dinner Auction generated nearly 
$85,000 for the STM Annual Fund, 
an increase of more than $1,000 
over last year!

Special thanks go out to all who 
attended, as well as to the many 
volunteers who worked so hard 
to make Studio 2601 a highly 
successful 30th anniversary 
celebration.  We look forward to 
welcoming you to next year’s Saint 
Thomas More Dinner Auction on 
Saturday, April 26th

The Gardetto family accepts the Chancellor Award.

STM student volunteers prepare to serve dinner and park cars at the 2013 Dinner Auction.

s
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s aint Thomas More 
has embarked on an 
exciting new initiative. 

In partnership with the 
Wisconsin International 
Agency (WIA), we have 
begun the process of 
recruiting Chinese students 
for the fall of 2013. These 
students will join us in the 
9th, 10th or 11th grade and 
complete their high school 
experience with Saint Thomas 
More. Then, they will be 
applying for college in the 
United States. 

As a first step in establishing 
this program at STM, 
Admissions Director Kris 
Post and Academic Advisor 
Sara Vahl participated in a 
12-day recruitment trip to 
China in late April.  While 
there, they participated in 
recruiting visits, school events, 
student interviews, and media 
stops across the country to 
help launch this international 
program.  As they visited with 
parents, prospective students, 
agency representatives 
and school officials, it was 
apparent that many Chinese 
students, with fine English 
skills, are interested in 
studying abroad. 

In the past, international 
students had two options 
for living arrangements: home-

stay with a host family 
or boarding school. Our 
partnership with WIA has 
opened up another avenue. 
The WIA model is called 
“Total Care.” Chinese 
students live together in a 
dorm-like atmosphere. They 
are driven to school, attend 
classes, have English (ESL) 
support during the school 
day, and return to the dorm 
after school or whenever 
their extra-curricular activities 
are completed. They have 
breakfast and dinner together, 
along with supervised study 
and leisure time. The ability 
to live with other students 
who are experiencing the 
same transition is extremely 
appealing to these young 
people.

The goal is to recruit 20 
Chinese students for the fall 
semester at Saint Thomas 
More. We are working in 
conjunction with Dominican, 
Pius XI, Martin Luther, and 
Catholic Memorial who 
are also partnering with 
WIA.  Saint Thomas More 
will continue to provide 
updates on the progress of 
this exciting initiative. Please 
feel free to contact Kris post 
in the admissions office with 
any questions at 414-481-
8370 ext. 140 or via e-mail at 
kpost@tmore.org. 

International student Program at stM

Posing for pictures with school officials.

Visiting a middle school in Shenzhen, China.

Great opportunity to represent STM in China!
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World travelers

For many years, Saint Thomas 
More High School has 
offered students a variety of 

opportunities to travel abroad 
during Spring or Summer vacations 
on tours organized by different 
campus organizations and 
supervised by members of the 
faculty and staff.

Each year, Campus Ministry offers 
juniors the opportunity to make a 
10-day pilgrimage to Rome and 
Assisi, Italy.  The pilgrimage is a 
wonderful chance to embark on a 
spiritually enriching journey to the 
Vatican and the home of St. Francis.  
Pilgrims typically visit St. Peter’s 
Basilica, the early Catacombs, 
the Basilica of St. John Lateran, 
and other landmarks of the early 
Church while in Rome.  They also 
spend time walking in the footsteps 
of St. Francis while visiting Assisi, 
a small medieval Italian town 
known for its wealth of peace and 
spiritual depth.  This year, thirteen 
students and three faculty/staff 
members will depart for Italy on 
June 7 and return to Milwaukee on 
June 15.  The pilgrimage is open 
to anyone during their junior year, 
and next year it will take place 
over Christmas vacation in order to 
reduce costs to about $2,200.   For 
more information about future tours, 
please contact campus minister 
peter Burds at pburds@tmore.org.

Similarly, the Department of Foreign 
Languages regularly sponsors an 

annual trip overseas.  The itinerary 
for these excursions varies.  Last 
year, the group visited Puerto 
Rico.  This year, 21 students and 
three faculty members will travel 
to France and Spain from May 
27 through June 4.  After arriving 
in Paris, they will enjoy visiting 
the city’s numerous landmarks, 
including the Eifel Tower, Arc de 
Triomphe, Notre Dame Cathedral 
and the Louvre. Following an 
overnight train ride to Madrid, the 
group will explore Spain’s modern 
capital and take a day trip 
to Toledo.  While prices 
for the trips offered by the 
Department of Foreign 
Languages vary based 
upon the itinerary, the cost 
for this year’s excursion is 
$3,500, much of it covered 
by student fundraising 
activities.  The trips are 
open to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors in 
good standing.  For further 
information about future 
tours, please contact Spanish 
teacher ann marie Dorn at 
adorn@tmore.org.

In addition to the well-
established foreign travel 
opportunities offered by 
Campus Ministry and 
the Foreign Language 
Department, English 
teacher Kevin Dineen has 
announced that he will 
lead a trip to Ireland over 

Spring vacation next year.  The 
group will travel throughout the 
Emerald Isle, stopping at Dublin, 
the Cliffs of Moher, Kerry’s 
Ring, Galway, Cork, the Giant’s 
Causeway, and Belfast over a 
period of 11 days.  The cost is 
expected to be $3,050, and the 
trip will be open to students who 
are juniors or seniors during the 
2013-14 academic year.   For 
further information about the Ireland 
tour, please contact Kevin Dineen at 
kdineen@tmore.org.

Participants in the 2012 Assisi Pilgrimage.

Students experienced the rain forest in Puerto Rico.
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2013 Junior Cavalier summer Camps

each summer our Saint Thomas More athletic programs host a variety of camps for middle school and 
elementary school students. These week-long camps allow students to develop basic skills while interacting with 
STM faculty, coaches, and students. This year, our camps include:

To register your child for one of STM’s Junior Cavalier Summer Camps, just go to the school’s website,  
www.tmore.org, click on Athletics and then on Grade School Camps, and finally click on the “2013 Summer 
camp information” link after the camp your child is interested in attending.  Complete the application form 
provided there, and return it with your payment to Saint Thomas More High School, 2601 E. Morgan Avenue, 
Milwaukee, WI  53207 – or simply drop it off the next time you’re in the neighborhood!

Cavalier speed and strength Camp (Dates below) 
Fee = $40
The Cavalier Speed and Strength Program will feature 
personal instruction and introduce boys and girls 
entering 6th, 7th, or 8th grade to the key elements of 
strength and speed development through the use of 
weightlifting, plyometrics, linear speed training, and 
agility training. The camp will be open the following 
dates: June  18, 20, 25, 27, and July 2, 9, 11, 16, 
18, 23, 25, 30
 
Girls Basketball Camp (July 15-18, 5pm - 8pm) 
Fee = $40
Our Cavalier girls basketball camp is designed to teach 
basketball skills including shooting, ball handling, 
passing, and rebounding. This camp is open to 6th, 
7th, 8th, and incoming 9th graders. Registration due 
July 8th, 2013.
  
Boys Basketball Camp 
(July 15-18)
 Fee = $60
Session One/ 
Session Two
Our Cavaliers boys 
basketball camp is 
designed to teach 
basketball skills 
including shooting, ball 
handling, passing, and 

rebounding. Two sessions will be offered this year. 
Session One will take place from 8:30am - 11:30am 
and will be open to 4th, 5th, and 6th graders. Session 
Two will take place from 1pm - 4pm and will be open 
to 7th, 8th, and 9th graders. Registration due July 8th, 
2013.

Girls Volleyball Camp 
(July 22-25, 5:30pm - 
8:30pm)
Fee = $55
Our girls volleyball 
camp focuses 
on building                 
fundamental skills and 
individual improvement 
while fostering a fun 
environment. This camp 
is open to 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and incoming 9th graders. 
Registration is due June 14, 2013.
 
Football youth Camp (august 4, time tBD)  
Fee = $45*
Our football camp is open to athletes of all skill levels  
between 5th and 8th grade. The camp will be 4-5 
hours long, and we will work with your athlete on 
fundamental skills to further develop body control 
and discipline while emphasizing the importance of 
teamwork. 
*Cost of the camp is $50 if registered after July 14th.
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register your Foursome for the tMO

Given the long winter we 
endured this year, as well as 
the very cold and wet spring, 

many local golfers weren’t able to 
hit the links until the middle of May.  
However, there’s still plenty of time 
to get your game in shape before 
the 2013 Thomas More Open 
which will be held on Monday, 
August 5, 2013 at Evergreen Golf 
Club in Elkhorn.

All proceeds from the TMO support 
the Legacy Scholarship Fund, which 
offers financial aid to students who 
are the children or grandchildren 
of alumni/ae of Pio Nono, Don 
Bosco, St. Francis Minor Seminary, 
St. Mary’s Academy, and Thomas 
More High School.  Over the 
last six years, our golfers have 
raised more than $85,000 to 

help members of the STM family 
continue the tradition of attending 
our school.

Registration is $140 per golfer or 
$550 per foursome.  If you act soon 
and sign up before the June 15 
early bird deadline, you can save 
$50 and register your foursome 
for just $500.  And if you are still 
in college or paying back those 
pesky student loans, we’ll give 
you a special break!  Alumni/ae 
who graduated from STM between 
2003 and 2013 can sign up for a 
discounted rate of only $100.

And just what do you receive in 
exchange for your registration fee?  
After checking in at Evergreen at 
noon on August 5, you’ll receive 
a Cutter & Buck golf shirt with 

the TMO logo courtesy of Gregg 
Huennekens (DB ’65), and you’ll be 
treated to a lunch of hamburgers 
grilled outdoors.  Then, following 
a shotgun start, you’ll enjoy 
eighteen holes of golf with a cart 
on the beautiful Evergreen links.  
Once everyone has completed 
play, steaks will hit the grill, and 
champions will be crowned in both 
the Blue Division (combined age 
of foursome under 200) and the 
Silver Division (combined age of the 
foursome 200 or over).  There will 
also be lots of great raffle prizes on 
which to take a chance after dinner!

To register for the 2013 TMO, 
please contact assistant Director of 
Development Dan Steffes (tm ’03) at 
481-8370, ext 100 or via e-mail at 
dsteffes@tmore.org.  

Al Singer (DB ’72) won the award for Most Colorful Shorts  
at the 2012 TMO.

2012 TMO Blue Division Winners Aaron Katzfey, Sean Carney,  
Tom Piwaron, and Keith Buntrock.

stM’s Class of 2013 received over $4,600,000 in scholarship  
offers from  colleges and universities.

D I D  y O u 
K n O W ?
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Ben reZuteK:
Building the Future on a Firm Foundation

the flecks of gray in Ben 
Rezutek’s hair and beard 
hint at his status as the 

longest-tenured male faculty 
member at Saint Thomas More 
High School.  However, the 
energy and enthusiasm he brings 
to teaching his AP Calculus and 
Civil Engineering and Architecture 
classes suggest that “Rez” is 
anything but old!

A native of Milwaukee, Ben has 
deep roots at Saint Thomas More.  
The year he entered the school 
as a freshman – 1989 – was a 
significant one.  It was the first 
year of co-educational instruction 
at Thomas More, and his class 
consisted of about as many girls 
as boys.  He remembers the 
transition to co-ed status being 
recognized in various ways.  On 
one hand, Channel 12 covered 
the first day of school with 
their news team; on the other, 
Archbishop Rembert Weakland 
offered a special Mass of 
celebration.

During his four years at Thomas 
More, Rezutek took classes from 
several current faculty and staff 
members.  Darlene Langhoff was 
Rez’s biology teacher, Jeanne 
Cissne was his Social Studies 
instructor, and Tom Knitter 
was Principal.  In addition, 
Rezutek worked on the school 

maintenance crew each summer 
for Kevin Doan, and his mother 
Bobbie was on the staff in the 
Development Office.   

Ben was also actively involved 
in athletics while in high school.  
He played basketball for Coach 
Pat Ross as a freshman and a 
sophomore, and for the legendary 
Norb Wishowski as a junior and 
senior.  After playing soccer in 
fall during his first two years, he 
opted for cross country during his 
last two. Ben was also a member 
of the track team during all four 
years at Thomas More.  

After graduating as a member 
of the Class of 1993, Rezutek 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
Secondary Math Education from 
the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.  He subsequently 
received a Master’s Degree 
in Education and Instructional 
Technology from Cardinal 
Stritch University.  While he was 
completing his undergraduate and 

graduate degrees, Ben remained 
in close contact with Thomas 
More, serving as coach of the JV 
Boys Tennis Team in 1994, the JV 
Girls Tennis Team in 1994 and 
1995, as an assistant coach for 
the Track Team starting in 1995, 
and as an assistant coach for the 
Cross Country team under Mike 
Mikula starting in 1997.

Rezutek joined the faculty at 
Thomas More in 1999 and began 
teaching in the Math Department. 
Within a few years, Saint Thomas 
More adopted the Project Lead the 
Way Engineering Curriculum, and 
Ben began teaching Introduction 
to Engineering and Design in 
2004.  Later, he took the PLTW 
training seminar in preparation 
for teaching the Civil Engineering 
and Architecture course offered as 
part of the program.  Rezutek feels 
that the adoption of the Project 
Lead the Way curriculum under 
President Steve Roy was very 
important in distinguishing Thomas 
More from other area high schools 
and ultimately in placing TM on a 
firmer footing. In 2007, Rezutek 
added AP Calculus to his teaching 
load. After joining the faculty, 
Ben also continued his coaching 
activities, serving as Freshman 
Basketball coach for four years, as 
a Varsity assistant coach for four 
years, and after a two-year break, 
as JV coach for three seasons.

Ben Rezutek (TM ‘93)
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During the course of his long association with 
Saint Thomas More, Ben Rezutek has seen many 
changes.  As a student and later as a coach 
and faculty member, Ben saw the enrollment at 
Thomas More grow from just over 400 to nearly 
800 and then decline again to the current level 
of approximately 433.  Rez attributes these wide 
swings in attendance to the decreasing number of 
Catholic elementary schools that once served as 
“feeder schools” for Saint Thomas More and other 
Catholic high schools.  Ben has also watched 
the transition from the print era to the digital 
age.  While he regards social media as a total 
“disaster,” he marvels at the access to information 
the internet has placed at the fingertips of students 
using their laptops.  Gone are the days when 
students had to visit the Marquette and UW-M 
Libraries to do research for term papers.  Now, 
almost everything that once required a trip to a 
college library is available with just a keystroke or 
two!

Ben and his wife DeAnna have three boys -- 
Jacob, 7, a first-grader at St. Alphonsus School 
in Greendale; Jonah, 4; and Luke, 2.  While his 
role as husband and father has prompted Rez to 
reduce his involvement in extracurricular activities 
at Saint Thomas More, he continues to coordinate 
the annual Norb Wishowski Alumni Run, and he 
remains committed to doing whatever is necessary 
to provide his students a great education.  When 
asked what he likes best about his job, Ben 
readily responds that it is the privilege of getting 
to know literally hundreds of students.  He clearly 
values the contact that his position offers with 
people he might never have gotten to know 
otherwise, as well as the opportunity it affords to 
watch them grow and develop.  For Ben Rezutek, 
it is the relationships with his students that matter 
the most!

tuesday, June 18 – tuesday, July 30
Cavalier Speed and Strength Camp
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
STM Fitness Center

monday, July 15 – thursday, July 18
Boys Basketball Camp
8:30 – 11:30 a.m., 4th – 6th Grades
1:00 – 4:00 p.m., 7th – 9th Grades
Huennekens Gymnasium

monday, July 15 – thursday, July 18
Girls Basketball Camp
5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Huennekens Gymnasium

monday, July 22 – thursday, July 25
Girls Volleyball Camp
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Huennekens Gymnasium

Sunday, august 4
Youth Football Camp
Time TBD
STM Football Field

monday, august 5
TMO Golf Outing
12:00 p.m.
Evergreen Golf Club, Elkhorn

Saturday, august 10
Norb Wishowski  
Alumni Run
9:00 a.m.
Greene Park, St. Francis

thursday, august 22
First Day of School
STM Campus
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eleanor allen, mother of 
Tim (TM ’74), passed away 
on May 16, 2013 at 80 
years of age. 

alois g. Beck, brother of 
the late Tom Beczkiewicz 
(DB ’50), was born to 
eternal life on February 11, 
2013 at the age of 82. 

Susan m. Bova, wife of 
Paul (TM ’86), was born 
to eternal life on April 2, 
2013.  

nancy a. Bryl, mother of  
Jeffrey (TM ’93), passed 
away on February 3, 2013 
at 66 years of age.

Joseph W. cerar, Sr., father 
of Joseph (DB ‘72), died on 
April 2, 2013 at the age 
of 83. 

John chrnelich, father of 
William (DB ’68), was 
called to God on January 
26, 2013 at 85 years of 
age.

claudia chwalek, mother of 
Roul (PN ’71), went to her 
eternal reward in January 
2013.

andrew g. cicero (pn ’72) 
passed away on May 8, 
2013. 

Judy colla, mother of David 
(TM ’75), passed away on 
April 27, 2013. 

eugene F. cyganiak, father 
of David (PN ’69), the late 
Mark (PN ’71), and Neal 
(TM ’74), found peace with 
the Lord on December 31, 
2012 at the age of 92.

phillip a. Doersching 
(DB ’59) brother of Rev. 
Lawrence Doersching, (DB 
’63), entered eternal life on 
February 4, 2012 at the 
age of 71.

Wayne F. Dolata (SF ’52) 
was called to God on 
February 2, 2013 at the 
age of 78.

Kenneth Fetha (DB ’54) 
passed away this spring 
following a 20-year battle 
with cancer.

Dennis Fietz (DB ‘58) found 
peace with the Lord on 
May 22, 2013.

margaret Frankiewicz, 
mother of Thomas (PN ‘71) 
and Stephen (TM ’73), 
died March 12, 2013 at 
the age of 82.  

Jerome J. glowacki (SF ’43) 
entered eternal life on 
January 3, 2013 at the 
age of 86.

robert h. gratz, father 
of Jerome (TM ’76) and 
Robert (TM ’89), found 
peace with God on March 
6, 2013.

phyllis J. guszkowski, 
mother of Eugene (DB ’66), 
passed away on January 
31, 2013.

Domoiselle haltli, mother 
of Robert (PN ’70) and 
Donald (PN ’71), was born 
to eternal life on March 2, 
2013 at 84 years of age.  

Dolores Kaminski, mother 
of Gary (DB ’70), Michael 
(DB ’72), and Jeffrey (TM 
’76), passed away on 
March 2, 2013 at 84 
years of age.  

Dale m. Kozik, father of 
Heather (TM ’92) and 
Brian (TM ’95), father-in-
law of Tim Wolosz (TM 
’91), was called to God 
on March 21, 2013 at the 
age of 59.

Jeffrey Kramer, father of 
Jennifer (TM ’01), died 
unexpectedly on March 28, 
2013, at the age of 62.

chester a. Kruckenberg, 
father-in-law of Jim Budnik 
(DB ’61)was called to God 
on March 22, 2013 at 89 
years of age. 

thomas J. lisiak (DB ’67) 
went to his eternal reward 
on March 30, 2013.

rupert J. loeffler (SF ’42) 
passed away at the age of 
87 on December 5, 2012.

geraldine theresa martyka, 
mother of John (TM ’83), 
died January 11, 2013 at 
the age of 81. 

michael a. meyer (tm ’79) 
was born to eternal life in 
May, 2012.

robin e. middlemas, Jr., 
father of Michael (TM ’78) 
and Matthew (TM ’85), 
was called to God on 
February 16, 2013.

William mueller, father of 
Jeffrey Mueller (TM ’74), 
died on April 29, 2013 at 
the age of 88. 

Father robert novotny 
(SF ’43) who taught at Pio 
Nono from 1965 to 1972 
and was inducted into 
the STM Alumni Hall of 
Fame in 1999, was born 
to eternal life on May 5, 
2013 at 88 years of age.

Domenica podewils, mother 
of William (DB ’68), Joseph 
(DB ‘70), James (TM ‘73), 
and Thomas (TM ’75), 
passed away on February 
28, 2013.

James J. rosso, father of 
Joseph (TM ’78) and the 
late Walter (TM ’82), was 
born to eternal life on April 
24, 2013.  

Francis Schlax (SF ’46) 
passed away on April 29, 
2012.

Kurt r. Schmidt (DB ’70) 
died peacefully at the 
age of 60 on January 23, 
2013 after a brief but 
serious illness.

In  Loving    
Memory 

Of…
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leon J. Schuler (DB ’49) 
died at 81 years of age on 
December 19, 2012.

Francis J. Schuster (SF ’46), 
father of Robert (PN ’72) 
and Jerome (TM ’74) was 
called to God on March 6, 
2013 at the age of 84.

Jerry J. Selensky (tm ’84) 
brother of Richard (TM 
’81), was born to eternal 
life on January 28, 2013 
at the age of 46.

angeline r. Shervey, 
mother of Michael (TM ’77) 
and Jeffrey (TM ’80), and 
grandmother of Justin (STM 
’12), found peace with 
God on April 12, 2013 at 
the age of 84.

Vernon l. Sigler (pn ’34) 
passed away on January 5, 
2013 at 96 years of age.

Florence t. Sowinski, 
grandmother of Brian 
Mokentine (TM ’89), died 
on January 31, 2013 at 
the age of 93. 

Benjamin Walder, 
grandfather of Heather 
Walder (TM ’03), was born 
to eternal life on April 28, 
2013 at 85 years of age.

John n. Welter (DB ’54) 
found peace with the Lord 
on December 14, 2012.

James p. Windorff (DB ’49) 
entered eternal life on May 
1, 2013 at the age of 83.

americo J. Zanchetti, 
grandfather of Joe Krysiak 
(TM ’88) Lisa Krysiak (TM 

’96), and Angela Sereno 
(TM ’97), passed away on 
December 25, 2012 at 94 
years of age.

Joan Zolecki, former 
Thomas More staff member, 
wife of Thomas More 
baseball coach Joe Zolecki 
(DB ‘57), and mother of 
David (TM ’80), Mark (TM 
’82), and Michael (TM 
’90), was born to eternal 
life on April 14, 2013 at 
the age of 74.

DOn BOsCO

David Killian (DB ’58) 
retired in August 2012 
after serving for over 
twenty years as Rector 
of All Saints Episcopal 
Church in Brookline, 
Massachusetts.  He and 
his wife, Barbara O’Neil, 
now reside in West 
Newton, Massachusetts.

tHOMas MOre

mike miller (tm ’77), boys 
and girls cross country 
coach at Whitefish 
Bay High School, 
was inducted into the 
Wisconsin Cross Country 
Coaches Hall of Fame in 
January, 2013.

tim mccormick (tm ’93) 
moved back to Milwaukee 
from Chicago last June 
and is now serving as 
the Managing Editor of 
Milwaukee Magazine. 

Brian palmer (tm ’95) 
and Jenny (Karls) palmer 
(tm ’95) were married 
September 24, 2011, 
and welcomed their first 
child, Jameson Brian, on 
February 26, 2013.

t.J. otzelberger (tm 
‘96) has been hired as 
an assistant basketball 
coach at the University of 
Washington. Otzelberger 
spent the past seven 
seasons at Iowa State 

University, including the 
past three seasons as 
associate head coach. 
Previously, he had served 
as the athletic director 
and varsity basketball 
coach at Catholic Central 
High School in Burlington. 

Victoria tatro (tm ’02) and 
her fiancée Christopher 
Lau welcomed their 
first child, Nicholas 
Douglas Lau, on February 
25, 2013.  The baby 
weighed 8 lbs. 9 oz. and 
measured 22 inches long.

Jessica Wreczycki (tm ’03) 
has been admitted into 
the Doctor of Pharmacy 
Program at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison.

saInt tHOMas MOre

Katelin ali (Stm ’11), now 
a student at Marquette 
University, has been 
accepted into the Study 
Abroad Program and 
will be attending Saint 
Mary’s University College 
in Twickenham, England 
during the 2013 fall 
semester.

Joseph W. Bukowski (Stm 
’11), currently a Pre-Law 
Scholar at Marquette 
University majoring in 
Political Science, served 
as a Congressional 
Intern during the 2013 
Spring Semester while 
attending the Les Aspin 
Center for Government in 
Washington, D.C.

To share your news for publication in  
the Spirit, please send your information 
to: Bob Teske, Director of Development, 
at bteske@tmore.org.

Class 
Notes
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Special Showing 
to benefit Saint Thomas More High School

Courtesy of Lee Barczak (PN ’69)

$50 per person includes admission,  

beverage of choice, popcorn,  

and a hot buffet of pizza,  

panini, and jalapeno poppers 

wednesday, June 19, 2013, 6:30 p.m.
Rosebud Theater
69th and North Avenue 

www.NeighborhoodTheaterGroup.com


