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A message from our President
Dear Friend of St. Thomas More, 

It is my pleasure to introduce myself to you as the new president of St. Thomas More High School. I am  
humbled and honored to be a part of this great school community.

I grew up on the north side of Chicago, the youngest of six children.  I attended UW-Whitewater,  
graduating with a degree in finance.  I have extensive leadership experience in Milwaukee in both the corporate 
and non-profit worlds; most recently, I served as the president of Notre Dame School of Milwaukee, a  
top-performing Catholic school that grew from 119 students in 2008 to 363 in 2014 on two campuses. My years 
at Notre Dame were defining moments for me as I found myself working in a non-profit, mission-driven,  
Catholic organization finally feeling as if I were home.  For the first time in my life, I felt as though I was able to 
directly make a difference in the lives of others.

And now, in answering God’s call at St. Thomas More High School, my passion for transforming lives through 
education will continue to grow and thrive. The bar has been set at a very high level by my predecessor -- we 
have tremendous momentum that we plan to carry forward and lift that bar even higher.  

What has been our formula for success?  
• Our beautiful 16-acre campus located close to the shores of Lake Michigan provides a safe and serene 
             environment for our students. 
• Our dedicated faculty and staff tirelessly serve the young people entrusted to our care.
• We provide a supportive, unified, and welcoming community where a true sense of belonging is present.
• We have a visionary and collaborative leadership team with practices that positively impact student 
             achievement and a board of directors with the foresight to keep the school focused on the future. 
• Challenging and engaging instruction prepares students for success by emphasizing project-based  
             learning, along with a culture of service. 
• Parents and alumni continue their involvement in STM.

With your support, we can continue to build on this strong foundation that has made St. Thomas More the ideal 
educational and spiritual experience for students and expand its solid academic reputation for innovation in 
programming.  Our goal, in partnership with you, is to bring out the absolute best in our students and help  
prepare them for Christian service, higher academics, and their careers. We believe that now is a strategic  
moment in our history—and we know that we need to move ahead on several key initiatives. We look forward to 
sharing these plans with you in the very near future! 

On behalf of St. Thomas More High School, thank you for your generosity and prayers in making a difference in 
the lives of our students and the community.  We are forever grateful.

Wishing you many blessings,

www.tmore.org

Mary McIntosh
President
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Upcoming Events

STM’s talented theater department will be  
performing this haunting story about a timid 
flower shop assistant and his bloodthirsty plant. 
Contact Theater Director Matt Zembrowski at  
414-481-8370 x312 for more information.

Attention all craft gurus and art lovers! The STM Craft Fair showcases many talented 
local artists. Stop by to check out the great homemade crafts and art pieces! 

STM Theater Presents Little Shop of Horrors

24th Annual Craft Fair

November 13, 14, 20, 21 at 7:30 p.m.
November 15 and 22 at 2:00 p.m.

November 21 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Calling all Cavaliers! Get your classmates  
together and to show off your skills at the 
Alumni Boys’ Basketball Tournament. Cost is 
$20 per player and teams are guaranteed to 
play at least two games. Good luck! 

Alumni Boys’ Basketball Tournament
November 28 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
November 29 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Lady Cavaliers, keep an eye out for information 
about the 2015 Girls’ Alumni Basketball game! Come 
on down to STM to face off against the current Girls’ 
Varsity Basketball team. The game is a great chance 
to play with old teammates and to celebrate your 
time on the soon-to-be-replaced STM court. 

Alumni Girls’ Basketball Game
Late December

Alumni, parents, supporters, and friends —
save the date for this year’s dinner auction! 
Start thinking about possible items to donate, 
and as winter nears look for messages about 
times, tickets, and the theme!

33rd Annual Dinner Auction
April 9, 2016

Please visit our website, tmore.org, for more information on STM events

Join MORE Parents Voice to hear from community 
experts regarding the trending issues facing parents 
and students on social media. A spaghetti dinner 
will precede the presentation, and free childcare 
will be available during the event.  
RSVP to MPV@tmore.org.

All Parents’ Night
November 12 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

TM ‘06, tournament champions in 2014

Tom Knitter presenting Jim Kitzinger (TM ‘75) with the 2015 
Chancellor Award at the 32nd Annual Dinner Auction
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Larry Lenz – Chairperson
VP of Business Operations – Aurora Behavioral Health
Tom Trisco (DB ’72) - Vice Chairperson
Director of Sales – Vulcan Global Manufacturing  
Solutions
Vanessa Brown
Senior Environmental Compliance Specialist – 
WE Energies
Glen Colwell
Director of Financial Services – Infinity Benefit  
Solutions, Inc.
Ellen Galezewski (TM ’01)
VP/Senior Analyst – Robert W. Baird

Kate Herrick
Academic Dean/Interim Vice President – George  
Williams College of Aurora University

Mary McIntosh
President – St. Thomas More High School
Linda Janick – Recording Secretary
General Office Manager – St. Thomas More High School
Adam Arndt (TM ’97)
Director of Preconstruction Services – Catalyst 
Construction

2015 STM Board of Directors

Advisors to the Board

My personal mission is well-aligned with the mission of St. Thomas More (STM).  I have spent my career as an 
educator, focused on loving, educating and serving young people in the Spirit of Jesus Christ, and I welcome the 
opportunity to assist the faculty and staff at STM in achieving this mission. I have a strong commitment to  
Catholic education; I believe strongly in the connection between faith and reason and have 
seen the impact it has had on young people.  

Having worked at Cardinal Stritch University in both student affairs and in mission and 
identity, I welcome the opportunity to help the STM community continue to understand 
and embrace the Franciscan charism.  I was blessed to have the opportunity to participate 
in a Franciscan Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi and would love to share that experience.

STM is committed to the Catholic faith and academic excellence and innovation, all of 
which I value in my own work and life.  It is an honor and privilege to be appointed to the 
board, and I look forward to my service.

Lisa Laabs (TM ’01)
Teacher – Holy Apostles School
Tom Laabs
Retired – Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
Jeff LaValle (TM ’97) 
Attorney – Rexnord Corporation
Bob Troyer (TM ’73)
Program Manager – ATI Forged Products
Mary Voelker (SMA ’62)
Retired – Wisconsin Gas Company
W. Scott Weyda (DB ’62)
Retired – Archdiocese of Milwaukee
Mike Wittman
CEO/Owner – American Acrylics USA LLC

Kate Herrick, STM Board of Directors
Kate Herrick is one of STM’s newest members of the board of directors. Welcome!

Kate Herrick
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Events Review

The 2015 Thomas More Open was another 
highly successful gathering of 131 alumni and 
supporters. This year the Class of 2012 - Jon 
Starosta, Nick Hernandez, Blake Correll, and 
Louis Missurelli - continued their winning 
streak winning the Blue Division for the  
second consecutive year. In the Silver  
Division, Tom Laabs, Jim Schuster, Mike 
Jackson, and Ron Francis took home 1st 
Place. Nearly $15,000 was raised for the  
Legacy Scholarship. Thank you to all who 
participated, and we hope to see you next 
year! 

STM’s annual Alumni Run is named in honor of 
the late Norb Wishowski, an influential teacher 
and coach at Thomas More and Pio Nono High 
Schools for over 30 years. The 2015 winners on 
the 5K course were Chris Rolling (STM ‘11) and 
Suzie Major (TM ‘04). Congratulations to our 
winners and great job to everyone who  
participated! 

Thomas More Open, 
August 3

Norb Wishowski Alumni Run, 
August 13

Please visit our website, tmore.org, for more information on STM events

About 125 members of the St. Thomas More  
community gathered to celebrate the  
accomplishments of Coach Jim Haluksa, the 
all-time winningest coach in Catholic and 
Metro Conference history. In front of former 
players, family, and friends, STM dedicated 
our new addition to the Athletic Hall of Fame 
to Coach Haluska.

Coach Jim Haluska  
Wall of Champions Dedication,  
September 20 Members of the STM band, strings, and chorus 

group performed for family and friends. Band and 
string ensemble presented “Regal March,” “Montego 
Bay,” and “Haunted Carousel.” Chorus sang “Sleep 
Song,” “Irish Blessing,” and a medley of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber songs. Students practiced since the 
start of school to perfect these pieces, and the  
concert was a beautiful testament to their hard work 
and dedication! 

Fall Concert, 
October 13

78%
Of current STM  

freshmen shadowed last year.

Admissions  
Update

400+
Families attended our Open 

House event this year.

109
Families from STM ‘19 that are 

completely new to STM this year.
Welcome! 

Do you know a current 7th 
or 8th grader who would be 

interested in a Catholic, college 
preparatory education?  
Contact Mrs. Kris Post,  

Director of Admission, at 
kpost@tmore.org or  

by phone at  
414-481-8730 x140 61

Number of grade schools  
represented at STM.
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This year’s Boys’ Varsity Soccer team is young, yet determined to 
live up to the expectations of the previous standards set before 
them. A combination of the new and the returning talent, the  
Cavaliers look to return to the State championship. Freshman 
Johnny Argueta stated, “The first games were hard because we 
didn’t know each other yet. Once our chemistry got better, we 
were able to take on tougher teams.” As the season progressed, the 
coaches realized how unique this team really was and the  
potential they had. “After the success we had last year, we didn’t 
really know what to expect going into the season. We graduated so 
many players,” Head Coach Kevin Dineen reported. “Though there 
have been moments of frustration, there has been a large amount 
of growth, individually and as a team.” The team’s hard work paid 
off, and with a 5-1 victory against Shoreland Lutheran, the boys 
clinched a share of the Conference Championship.

St. Thomas More’s football team is in a period of growth and 
development. “Most of us are still getting to know each other 
on and off the field,” senior Lynn Vu explained, “but we give 
our best effort when we’re on the field, and our hard work 
will pay off in the future.” This year’s team is very young, 
with the majority of the players being sophomores or  
freshmen. “Having only three seniors on the team makes 
it more difficult for the younger boys,” varsity coach Chris 
Roggeman said. “They have fewer examples to follow, and 
it’s forcing them to become leaders themselves.” The team 
improves every game, whether the score shows it or not.  
The varsity team never stops trying to win; showcasing this 
determination during their 40-26 win over Racine Lutheran 
in October.

Despite some inexperience, the St. Thomas More volleyball 
team ruled the court and won conference. “More than half the 
team is made of underclassmen that are not used to playing at 
a varsity level,” Varsity Coach Kristin Perkins said. “The fact 
that we’re playing so well given the age difference is great.” The 
girls, despite being at different grade and skill levels, have  
dominated on the court. “We haven’t won conference since 
2006, and it feels great,” senior Katelyn Flayter said. “I think 
we work well as a team. We don’t have as many communication  
errors like we have had in past years. We all have so many 
talents, and together we work well and accomplish a lot.” The 
team’s hard work was celebrated when the Cavaliers were 
named the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel’s Team of the Week on 
October 12.

CAVALIER STRONG
Cavalier Fall Sports Updates are brought to you by the STM Yearbook/Journalism Class

Lindsey Karras, Senior

Football

Lindsey Karras, Senior

Volleyball

Gabby Mendoza, Junior

Boys’ Soccer
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“Beat your time, every time.” That is the STM cross  
country team’s goal this season. The team builds the  
endurance needed for meets by practicing every day,  
sometimes running as far as twelve miles. With spaghetti 
dinners and team Mass, the team members become more of 
a family and helps each other get better every day. “With the  
support of the team and the determination of our hearts, we 
are allowed to take ourselves past the finish line and  
beyond,” junior Francesca Hamilton explained.

This fall has been a learning and growing experience for the 
STM/St. Francis Girls’ Swim Team. The beginning of the 
season started with the challenge of mastering technique 
and form, along with getting to know each other as a team. 
“With many new swimmers coming in, we struggled with the 
basics,” Coach Jordan Koconis-O’Malley said. “Now we have 
become a solid team unit and mastered technique necessary 
to succeed.” The girls’ swim team may not be in the top 10, 
but they stick together as a family in every win or loss. “I love 
the team this year,” sophomore Becca Mauch said. “We have 
grown into a family who support and learn from each other.” 

The Lady Cavaliers tennis team had an impressive season. The 
team boasts an 8-6 record led by their strong singles players: 
junior Anna Daun at number one singles, sophomore Brianna 
Flayter at number two singles, and junior Marcella Michalek at 
number three singles. The team has 10 juniors and five  
sophomores, making them a very young and competitive team. 
This year, the team finished in third place overall in conference, 
and Anna Daun qualified for the individual state tournament. 
“Without hard work, you will achieve nothing,” Coach Joe  
Switalski said. “Our team spirit gives the girls the confidence to 
be great.” 

St. Thomas More girls’ golf team started off the school 
year with a great season. With only four varsity players, 
the team had to rely on the same four girls. “This was a 
very fun and memorable team to be a part of,” four-year 
varsity player Aimee Gerschke said. The team went 7-1 
and advanced to sectionals. Sectionals proved formidable 
for the team as a whole; with Stanley Wang taking first 
place overall and qualifying for the state tournament. At 
the state meet Stanley took first place, making her the 
first female STM student to win the tournament! “Golf is 
about more than winning,” Coach Tom Huppertz  
explained. “It is about being there for your team and 
having fun.” 

Johanna Mantyh, Senior

Girls’ Golf

Alexander Karabon, Senior

Girls’ Tennis

Johanna Mantyh, Senior

Girls’ Swim

Cross Country

Aaron Tomski, Senior
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Alumni Spotlight
STM Alumni make the Milwaukee Film Festival

Kyle James and Michael Bourne (STM ’11) have come a long way since they filmed themselves climbing trees, flipping off 
Bay View-area swings, and exploring St. Thomas More’s 16-acre property. After years of experimentation and study, James, 
a recent graduate of the Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design (MIAD), and Bourne, who is about to earn his degree from 
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM), have utilized their creativity, determination, and passion for filmmaking 
to create a film that has reached the big screen at one of Milwaukee’s most anticipated cultural events: the Milwaukee Film 
Festival.

James and Bourne’s short film, titled “The Death Drive,” tells the story of a 
self-proclaimed “astronaut” as he searches for the missing impact in his life. 
The young thrill seeker must find the balance between maintaining a  
meaningful, personal relationship and coming to terms with his instinctive 
urge to self-destruct.

The film had its origin as a senior thesis project, and James and Bourne spent 
10 months working on the film beginning during their junior year in college. 
James and Bourne collaborated to write the script and direct the film. As well 
as playing the lead actor, James also edited the film, while Bourne served as  
cinematographer. “We shot a lot of the film here in Milwaukee. We also 
filmed some scenes in Utah and the Everglades,” James stated. James and 
Bourne also recruited three other STM graduates for one of the film’s  
motorcycle scenes: John Dondero (STM ’10), Matt Ziems (STM ’12), and  
Max Voss (STM ’13). 

James and Bourne then began post-production, editing their many hours of footage and adding sound and special effects. 
With the final version of the film running only 11 minutes, James had to ensure that each frame making the final cut  
powerfully presented the film’s message. “Since every shot had to be perfect, we shot over 24 hours of footage.” James  
explained, raising the challenge as an actor, director, and editor. 

Michael Bourne and Kyle James at the  
2015 Milwaukee Film Festival

Movie poster from “The Death Drive”

PREPARATION FOR SUCCESS

“Since every 
shot had to be 

perfect, we shot 
over 24 hours of 

footage.”
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Earning recognition throughout Milwaukee for their short film, James and Bourne’s hard work and determination has 
truly paid off. “The Death Drive” first premiered at MIAD’s senior gallery night, where students present their projects 
to professors, peers, and community art leaders, and was honored in the MIAD Best of Show exhibit. The film was then 
shown at UWM’s senior gallery night before it was put on exhibit at the Museum of Wisconsin Art for the summer. This 
fall it was shown in the Milwaukee Film Festival and the Lone Star Film Festival in Fort Worth, Texas. “Since its release it 
has won first place at the Wisconsin Filmmaker’s screening,” Bourne continued. “It has given us many connections in the 
Milwaukee film community and beyond.”

Since the original premiere of “The Death Drive,” James and Bourne have begun working on their first full-length feature 
film. “It’s going to be a science-fiction film shot here in Milwaukee with mostly local artists,” James said. “We are in the 
pre-production stage and just started filming a trailer to promote the film.” 

James and Bourne both credit STM for helping them acquire the skills to complete such an ambitious project. “The writing 
skills that I developed at STM are continuously helping me. There is a lot of writing that goes into filmmaking, so English 
and literature classes prepared me for all of my creative writing classes in college, which then helped me make my films,” 
James explained. “STM also gave me confidence to speak in front of crowds and to talk with people in a  
professional manner. That really set me apart from a lot of my peers.” 

Bourne credits his strong work ethic to STM’s high standards for its students. “I learned discipline and accountability at 
STM in terms of getting homework done when I needed to and being a 
solid team player for athletics,” Bourne added. “There were much higher 
expectations of the students as opposed to other schools. You always had 
to remember that you were representing STM. I learned to be respectful 
in front of everyone, to be kind, and to have good character. Being nice 
can be more important than anything else when you are trying to get a job 
or promote a film, in our case.”

James and Bourne worked hard at STM to get into the college programs 
that would best support their dreams of becoming filmmakers. “The art 
program at STM helped us build portfolios so we could get into these  
awesome programs at our schools,” Bourne said. “And to STM seniors 
looking at colleges,” James advised, “figure out what your dream job is 
and go someplace that will accommodate that. STM gave you a great  
education and prepared you to go anywhere you dream of going.”

John Dondero (STM ‘10), Kyle James (STM ‘11), Michael Bourne (STM ‘11) Matt Ziems (STM ‘12), and Max Voss (STM ‘13)  
at the MIAD premiere of “The Death Drive”

PREPARATION FOR SUCCESS

“I learned to be 
respectful in front 
of everyone, to be 
kind, and to have 
good character.”
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Project-Based Learning at STM
At STM, students learn in a personal, yet challenging environment that prepares them for the transition into 
higher education. This fall, students in American Government, AP Senior English, and Beginner Piano and  
Guitar have been channeling STM’s innovative academic excellence through project-based learning. 

Mr. Kevin Gleeson’s American Government seniors are researching various 
policy issues as they prepare for formal policy debates taking place this fall. 
The topics this semester include: the American prison system, health care, 
technology’s effect on culture, national security and civil liberties, the  
minimum wage, and immigration. “The issues we got to choose from are at 
the forefront of American public policy,” said senior Kiki Herrera. “It’s really 
cool that we are getting exposure to arguments from both sides.” 

Groups will prepare their arguments and then conduct the debate for an 
entire 50-minute class period. “The students are graded on how well they use 
reputable evidence to support their side, their ability to counter other team’s 
arguments while respecting debate decorum, and the professionalism and 
confidence of their presentation,” Gleeson said. 

The components of the debate include an opening statement, a follow-up statement, and two rebuttals for each side. In 
order to prepare for these components, students gathered compelling evidence on their position that goes beyond superficial 
facts and theories. “Groups have to present persuasive arguments to convince their peers, and me, that their side is the most 
logical,” Gleeson explained. “That includes an exploration of the likely arguments that the opposition will make.”

American Government is a required social sciences class that students typically take during their senior year at STM.  
Therefore, unit assessments are focused on the content of the course as well as the advancement of skills necessary for the 

collegiate level and beyond. “A particular area of focus is the development of 
public speaking, academic discourse, and independent research skills,” Gleeson 
stated. The debate project offers students the opportunity to hone these skills 
while developing a detailed understanding of several contemporary political 
issues. “It is our hope that this project inspires civic participation and political 
identity as our students go on to engage with the world.”

Once the debates have ended, Gleeson’s American Government class will begin 
working on a Presidential Exploration project. Students will take the identity of 
a former U.S. president and apply for the position of president, using that  
president’s qualifications, as if it were a regular job posting. The students will 
be conducting independent research to create a resume and cover letter for 

their president, using only information and experiences from before his time in office. They are also asked to craft two  
letters of recommendations by peers and colleagues who interacted with their president. “This assignment fosters  
professional skills, creative writing, and nuanced research,” Gleeson explained. “I’ve heard back from former students that 
they are grateful to have completed this because of the advantage it gave them when applying for internships, co-ops, and 
jobs.”

“The issues we got 
to choose from are 
at the forefront of 
American public 

policy.”

“It is our hope 
that this project 

inspires civic  
participation and 
political identity.”

American Government 

PREPARATION FOR SUCCESS

www.tmore.org
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While many high school music classes concentrate only on note values and finger positions, St. Thomas More seeks to 
bring music alive for its students. Emphasizing our commitment to experiential learning, Ms. Nancy Wiecki’s  
beginner guitar and piano students are using the theory learned in class to write their own rhythms and melodies. 

Students in Wiecki’s beginner guitar and piano class are asked to create their own eight-measure rhythm using quarter, 
half, and whole notes and then to create a melody with the same guidelines. “The assignment is very structured right 
now,” Wiecki said, “but as they learn more strings throughout the semester, the assignment will become less guided. 
Eventually they will be writing their own 16-measure mini-composition complete with all the notes and original rhythms 
and melodies.” This assignment is new to STM this year, so even students who took the class previously can benefit from 
this unique project. 

“I want the students to be rhythmically independent,” Wiecki said. 
“This will move us away from the students asking ‘How does it go?’ 
when they see a new rhythm.” Rather than simply mirroring another 
artist’s rhythm, STM music courses are designed to stimulate students’  
creativity, helping them better understand the material.

Students appreciate the freedom of Ms. Wiecki’s instruction. “I’m 
getting faster and faster at identifying notes, which is going to be great 
when I want to start playing new music,” junior Evan Potter said.

“This is a cool way to focus more on the melody than the notes,”  
sophomore Erika Perez-Alavez added. “It’s helpful for rhythm as well 
because it makes me count out each note as I write it, and now I can 
count each note as I play it.”

STM hopes that through this hands-on approach to music, students will not only gain a deeper appreciation of the music 
but also feel more comfortable with their instruments. “The skills learned will help players grow in the instruments and 
enjoy music through performance, and hopefully composition,” Wiecki explained. “The rhythm and melody assignment 
will help students be creative in their understanding of music.” 

Mr. Kevin Dineen and the AP Senior English class are hard at work researching, interpreting, and presenting poems 
by Irish poet W.B. Yeats. The students are converting a poem by Yeats into web-based hypertext, allowing them to link 
research about Irish history, definitions of important phrases and words, and works of art depicting Irish identity to key 
points in the poem. Created entirely by students, these webpages are meant to help explain the poems’ meaning both  
verbally and visually while linking the literature to other significant societal events and values. 

On the students’ webpages, users can click on links to view pictures, videos, 
and other related research. “The links must be devoted to explaining  
formalistic elements such as the denotations and connotations of key or  
puzzling words, important images and archetypes, significant elements of 
rhyme, or any other poetic elements the students feel are significant,” Dineen 
said. Through these links, students can elaborate on the poems’ central 
themes and literary styles while providing important background research 
on the poet. “The project is helping us to be open to different ideas,” senior 
Katelyn Flayter said. “Being able to relate the poem to history is a great way to 
comprehend the piece literally and figuratively.”

“The hypertext project represents a close reading of great depth, allowing the students to move beyond the surface level 
of any literal interpretation,” Dineen concluded. Rather than studying only superficial elements of the poem or simply 
reading a scholar’s analysis of the work, students use this hands-on approach to view the literature in its larger context, 
helping them gain a much deeper understanding of the poet’s style, culture, and values.

“The project is 
helping us be 

open to different 
ideas.”

“This will move us 
away from the  

students asking 
‘How does it go?’ 

when they see a new 
rhythm.”

AP Senior English

Beginner Piano and Guitar

PREPARATION FOR SUCCESS
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I am a sophomore at St. Thomas 
More High School, and from  
personal experience I can proudly 
say that the STM environment is 
a safe, caring, and compassionate 
community.  I don’t just mean being safe from crime and violence, but also 
the kind of safety that a family provides. STM is far more than a school; it is a 
family. Through loving one another and our mutual love for Christ, we create 
the familial atmosphere for which STM community is known. 

Whether it is in class, extracurricular clubs, or athletic competitions, the STM 
community works together for the good of others – we are all willing to lend a 
hand. If a student is struggling, whether it be academically or personally, the 
STM community works together to provide compassionate guidance.

The compassion of STM sets us apart. 
Since my freshman year, I have felt the 
compassion of the STM community.  
Together with my classmates, we  
became part of the STM community 
and grew into our roles as leaders. STM 
students jump at the opportunity to 
express compassion, both to each other 
and to the world outside STM. 

THE STM COMMUNITY

Safe, Caring, Compassionate
A reflection on the STM Community

“...the kind of safety 
a family provides.”

“The compassion 
of STM sets us 

apart.”

Gabrielle Kennedy (STM ‘18)

THE STM COMMUNITY

The size of STM really appealed to me. It is very family- 
oriented; students and teachers always have had a wonderful 
connection. We have such a loving, diverse group of students 
here, and the atmosphere trained me to be an understanding 
listener and a good friend to all those around me. I didn’t get 
that anywhere else but STM, and because of the safe and healthy 
environment, I felt comfortable coming out of my shell and  
becoming a leader. 

Br. Maxwell Klug, OFM (STM ‘11)

THE STM COMMUNITY

Gabby at the 2015 Track & Field 
Sectional Meet, where she  

qualified for State in pole vault

www.tmore.org
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THE STM COMMUNITY

The Cavalier Athletic Association (CAA) is a volunteer organization  
that organizes and promotes fundraising activities to support STM’s  
athletic programs and facilities. Parents, teachers, and coaches come  
together to represent a cross section of different Cavalier sports teams. 
During the course of each school year, the association organizes major 
fundraising events including Casino Night and the Craft Fair. The CAA is 
also largely responsible for much of the funding for the new fitness center, 
the new gym entrance, and the outdoor concession stand used by baseball,  
junior varsity football, and girls’ and boys’ soccer. Currently, the CAA is 
making further improvements to our campus by renovating the area  
behind the baseball backstop and track long jump/pole vault areas.   
Furthermore, it is also rebuilding and updating the main corridor trophy cases.  

Cavalier sports fans that 
join the Cavalier Athletic 
Association can receive 
passes to home games, 
concession stand cash, 

free tickets to events 
such as Casino Night, 

and much more. 

Thank you to the Cavalier Athletic Association  
for all that you do for STM Athletics!

Dedicated Volunteers
Cavalier Athletic Association helps STM student-athletes

STM’s new state-of-the-art fitness center

Trophy case renovation Gym entrance renovation Finished gym entrance
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THE STM COMMUNITYTHE STM COMMUNITY

Scholarship Spotlight
While the mainstream education debate tends to focus only on top-performing students, most students do not finish 
eighth grade with perfect grades or outstanding athletic achievements. Schools – especially institutions of faith serving 
urban populations – must also provide significant resources for students who, because of personal or familial hardships, 
have not yet achieved the success of their peers. Fulfilling our role as a compassionate Catholic school, St. Thomas More 
strives to provide opportunity for all students. Rather than looking only at past accomplishments, STM seeks to evaluate 
and maximize the future potential of all students, allowing them to perform to the best of their abilities.

Looking to give back to the neighborhood where he was raised, Glen Guszkowski (Don Bosco ’72) wanted to invest in a 
school that was actively expanding high-quality educational opportunities to students facing adversity. While  
adversity can be caused by a number of things, such as managing a serious illness or familial hardship, these hardships 
create considerable barriers for young people as they progress through school. In addition to increased emotional and 
mental stress, students’ and their families’ days are often consumed managing these hardships, reducing the amount of 
time available for academic pursuits and increasing the likelihood of financial problems. With much of these students’ 
time already occupied, there is often less room for studying, participating in sports or extra/co-curricular clubs, or  
planning for college.

This fundamental goal to help young people overcome the adversity caused by unplanned hardships is very personal 
to Glen and his wife, Nancy. At age 25, Glen’s sister, Gail, passed away after a lifelong battle with the effects of several 
congenital birth defects. 

Once they were financially able to do so, Glen and Nancy knew that they wanted to honor Gail’s memory through a 
scholarship program designed to assist young people dealing with the type of adversity that Gail, Glen, and their family 
faced. While the Guszkowskis considered multiple Milwaukee-area high schools, they chose St. Thomas More not just 
because of Glen’s status as an alumnus but because of the school’s vision to expand opportunity for those students who 
have struggled during childhood. Glen and Nancy also believe that by investing in a community-based school like STM, 
they are helping strengthen Milwaukee’s south side, providing a valuable institutional resource for current and future 
residents. 

Before each school year, Glen and Nancy choose an incoming STM  
freshman who has demonstrated persistence and determination as he or she 
fights through personal or familial adversity. The selected student receives 
a four-year scholarship to help cover the costs of an STM education. “The 
purpose of the Gail Guszkowski Memorial Scholarship Fund is not to reward 
the brightest or the most athletic,” Glen explained. “It’s really to provide an 
opportunity to those students who are facing adversity and need  
additional support to become successful. And this idea goes hand-in-hand 
with St. Thomas More itself.” 

“This idea goes 
hand-in-hand with 
St. Thomas More 

itself.”

Gail Guszkowski Memorial Scholarship Fund offers unique opportunity for students facing hardship

www.tmore.org
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THE STM COMMUNITY
Each spring, Glen and Nancy meet with the scholarship recipients for an annual luncheon, allowing the Guszkowskis to see 
the impact of their investment in STM. “Watching the students go from freshman year all the way through to senior year and 
become adults is a very rewarding experience,” Glen described. “Nancy and I love seeing what the scholars are interested in, 
how school’s going, and how they continue to deal with adversity.”

Since Gail’s illness prevented her from attending college, Glen and Nancy emphasize 
the importance of post-secondary education completion through Gail’s scholarship. 
By providing financial assistance to facilitate increased enrollment at STM, the  
Guszkowskis allow more students – students who might otherwise be forced to attend 
a poor-performing school – to reap the benefits of our rigorous college preparatory 
curriculum, valuable college planning resources, and supplemental programs. Upon 
their graduation from STM, Glen and Nancy also provide each Guszkowski Scholar 
with financial resources to help afford the rising cost of college tuition, ensuring that 
these students can achieve what Gail unfortunately could not: a college education.

As a successor school, STM aims to continue the welcoming, familial atmosphere that was such a significant part of the Don 
Bosco, Pio Nono, St. Francis Minor Seminary, and St. Mary’s Academy communities. “The thing that struck me the most was 
the spirit that I felt being at the school,” Glen stated. “It reminded me of when I was at Don Bosco.”

St. Thomas More aims to continue the legacy of its predecessor schools not only 
through our ubiquitous school spirit and comradery but also as an institution that 
provides opportunity for all students. To help us continue this legacy, Glen hopes 
his former classmates and other alumni will reengage with their alma mater and its 
compassionate educational vision through the Gail Guszkowski Memorial  
Scholarship Fund. “I would encourage anyone who has the desire to help kids who 
are right here in our community where we all live and work to grow up and be  
successful to consider contributing to Gail’s scholarship,” Glen concluded. “It can 
really make the difference as to whether that student is able to go to a place like St. 
Thomas More or has to go somewhere else where they don’t get the kind of support 
and the kind of help that it takes to overcome the challenges of today’s world. And 
our scholars had an added personal adversity, and that makes it doubly hard to  
become successful.”

“Watching the  
students go from  

freshman year all the 
way through to  
senior year and  

become adults is very 
rewarding.”

“The thing that 
struck me the most 
was the spirit that 
I felt being at the 

school.”

Glen and Nancy with the 2014-2015 scholarship recipients 14



Service Spotlight
This summer, 11 STM students and two teachers traveled 200 miles to 
serve underprivileged neighborhoods in the Quad City region of Iowa 
and Illinois.  Students spent the week volunteering in community gardens, 
assisting in children’s summer programs, and working with refugees. 
Junior Anbel Tenorio spent the week at Lydia Home, an organization 
providing resources for low-income families.  “The week gave me the 
opportunity to build relationships with children who needed extra care,” 
Tenorio said.  

The experience stretched the students in a way they did not expect.  The students based their lessons and  
activities on the biblical figure Noah.  One girl in particular stood out to Tenorio.  “There was a girl who was 
blind.  She had a stroke when she was five,” Tenorio explained. “She had to learn how to walk and how to eat all 
over again. She said had come to terms with her condition, and I realized how I need to be more grateful for what 
I have,” Tenorio said. 

Despite already fulfilling her required hours for the STM service  
program, Tenorio continues to volunteer.  The mission trip exposed 
her to an entirely new area of service.  “It showed me that I really like 
working with kids,” she said.  “It was beautiful seeing how they would 
talk about God and their beliefs.”  This fall Tenorio is helping with 
the St. Thomas Aquinas Academy after school program, volunteering 
every Monday and Wednesday after school with junior classmate Erin 
Bodenbach. 

For Tenorio, the mission trip helped confirm her interest in volunteering. “I’ve always liked service,” she  
concluded.  “You meet the most interesting people, and they all have stories to tell. Even small actions can have 
large impacts.”

Anbel Tenorio (STM ‘17) discovers her passion for service

St. Thomas More views community service as an 
integral part of a student’s education. Inspired by 
our Catholic identity, students perform a  
minimum of 20-to-40 hours (depending on class 
year) of service each year, volunteering at  
nursing homes, animal shelters, homeless  
shelters, schools, and other nonprofits. 

During Senior Service Week alone, our 104  
seniors volunteered over 4,000 hours of work in 
the community. Over the entire school year, our 
students performed over 15,000 hours of  
community service!

“Even small  
actions can have 
large impacts.”

THE STM COMMUNITYTHE STM COMMUNITY

Anbel reading to students

STM students and social studies teacher  
Mike Greuel at Lydia Home15



St. Thomas More High School  
Theater Department 

Proudly Presents

November 13-14, 20-21 at 7:30 p.m.
November 15 and 22 at 2:00 p.m.

THE STM COMMUNITY

Tickets:
$12 Adults

$6 Students/Children/Senior Citizens
$5 STM Students/Alumni

For more information, please contact Matt Zembrowski, 
Theater Director, at 414-481-8370 x312
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DEDICATED FACULTY

STM’s Outstanding Faculty
When you walk through the hallways of St. Thomas More High School you will hear the echo of passionate  
teachers’ voices filling the air. You begin to immediately understand that the cornerstone of this school’s success 
and rich tradition lies in the hands of the dedicated faculty. Their passion and commitment is evident with every 
word uttered within their classroom walls.

Each academic department at STM has a rich history and strong  
foundation on which to build. We are in an exciting period of  
expansion and growth. As a school, we have seen numerous  
improvements in our classrooms with the use of educational  
technology, innovative teaching techniques, and our advanced  
curricula. Our teachers’ curricula are vertically and horizontally  
integrated and extend widely into the surrounding community.  
Programs such as our Faith Formation, Advanced Placement, and our 
stellar Project Lead the Way programs allow our school to stay at the forefront of the ever-changing educational 
field. Under the direction of our staff and administration, we have grown to have some of the most effective and 
advanced curricula around, which have earned much attention locally and nationally.   

You will find that our faculty and students are devoted to a high level of excellence. Our teachers are one of the 
many strengths of our school and are an integral part of our past, present, and future success.

The St. Thomas More faculty arrives each day ready to bring our  
mission to life. We value the close relationships that develop between 
teachers and students. At St. Thomas More, our teachers know our 
students as individuals and are committed to working and helping 
them reach their optimal potential. Our faculty empowers our students 
to develop academically and encourages them to rise to the challenges 
brought before them. Our faculty is building future leaders who will 
effectively serve our community. 

Teachers at St. Thomas More are aided in these efforts by an  
administration committed to their professional development and  
continual growth. Our teachers hold various advanced degrees that  
provide them with the expertise to mold the minds of our students 
through an education unparalleled by any other educational  
institution. No matter the subject, St. Thomas More teachers bring a 
tradition of excellence to their work. The results are immeasurable. Our 
faculty is owed a debt of gratitude for their hard work and dedication. 
God has truly blessed us with their talents. I am thankful every day to 
call them colleagues and friends.

“Their passion and 
commitment is  

evident with every 
word.”

“St. Thomas More 
teachers bring a  

tradition of  
excellence to their 

work.”

Nic Kelly 
Assistant Principal 
Dean of Studentswww.tmore.org

A reflection on the STM teaching staff
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DEDICATED FACULTY

A Day in the Life: Jimmy Litscher
Jimmy Litscher (TM ‘06) is a Physical Education and Health Teacher, Strength and Conditioning Coach, and  
Assistant Varsity Football Coach. This is his schedule on an average “A” school day.

7:30 a.m. Arrive at school, check email, prepare for class

7:50 a.m. Teach Sports Training

8:45 a.m. Prepare for classes for the week, grade assignments, get items ready for 
football practice, plan strength and conditioning program

10:30 a.m. Teach Sports Training

11:30 a.m. Supervise lunchroom and eat lunch

11:55 a.m. Check emails, prepare for afternoon

12:22 p.m. Teach Health

1:16 p.m. Teach Sports Training

2:10 p.m. Teach Health

3:00 p.m. Prepare for Strength and Conditioning Program

3:05 p.m. Get team-specific training program started

3:15 p.m. Lead Strength and Conditioning Program

4:30 p.m. Coach at football practice

6:30 p.m. Attend football coaches meeting

6:45 p.m. Head home!

“I love my job, so  
the day goes  

by really fast.”
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Introducing STM’s New Faculty!
DEDICATED FACULTY

Anne Gates (STM ‘11)
Theology Teacher
Hometown: Milwaukee, WI
College: Cardinal Stritch  
University

Miguel Crespo 
Theology Teacher
Hometown: Milwaukee, WI
College: Marquette University 
Previous Job: Director of  
Technology at St. Anthony, Social 
Studies & Computer Teacher at 
Bruce Guadalupe 

Marcie Greenberg 
Science Teacher
Hometown: Port Washington, WI 
College: Michigan State 
University 
Previous Job: Substitute  
teacher at STM & St. Alphonsus, 
Lab Manager at the Medical  
College of Wisconsin  
Pharmacology Toxicology  
Department 

Kevin Foley 
English & Yearbook Teacher
Hometown: Wauwatosa, WI
College: Marquette University 
Previous Job: Volunteer in  
Argentina

Julie Morrison 
Math Teacher
Hometown: Peoria, IL
College: Indiana University 
Previous Job: Messmer High 
School 

Joan Flayter 
Math Teacher
Hometown: Milwaukee, WI
College: Marquette  
University 
Previous Job: Algebra  
teacher at St. Mary

Dave Spataro 
History Teacher
Hometown: Rockford, IL
College: Loras College 
Previous Job: Special  
Education teacher at Four Oaks - 
Family and Children Services

Casey Madden 
Art Teacher
Hometown: Nashville, TN 
College: Alverno College  
Previous Job: Milwaukee 
Public Schools
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DEDICATED FACULTY

Patrick McAndrew 
Academic Resource Teacher
Hometown: Nashville, TN
College: Xavier University & 
Loyola University 
Previous Job: School counselor at 
St. Ignatius Prep in Chicago

Fr. Christopher Klusman 
(TM ‘95) 
Chaplain
Hometown: Milwaukee, WI
College: UW-Madison, St.  
Francis de Sales Seminary,  
Sacred Heart Seminary & School 
of Theology 
Previous Job: Sign  
Communication Specialist for the 
Department of Public  
Instruction

Catherine Dulan 
Theology Teacher
Hometown: Kingsford, MI
College: Mount Mary  
University 
Previous Job: Student  
teacher at Catholic Memorial 
High School 

Carlos Rojas 
Spanish Teacher
Hometown: Armenia,  
Quindio, Colombia
College: Universidad del 
Quindio & Marquette  
University 
Previous Job: Spanish  
teacher at Marquette  
University
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I grew up in De Pere, WI where I attended Catholic grade school and high 
school.  After graduating with B.A. in communications and public relations from 
UW-Eau Claire, I spent the majority of my career in sales and account  
management with a major telecommunications company in Chicago before  
moving to Milwaukee. Upon the arrival of our daughter, I embarked on a new 
career as a stay-at-home mom and was subsequently blessed with two  
wonderful sons. Over the years, I have been an avid volunteer for their Catholic 
grade school and other area non-profits. Most recently, I served as the  
development director for Notre Dame School of Milwaukee for the last several 
years.
I enjoy spending time with my family, where I am typically cheering my kids on 
from auditorium seats and sidelines. I believe strongly in Catholic education and 
advancing the lives of our students through the strong faith, support, and  
community it brings. 

Tammy Fricker, STM’s new Development Director

Welcome!



At St. Thomas More High School, our mission is to:
Love, educate, and serve  

young people in the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

Educate students in a 
safe, caring, college  

preparatory environment, 
emphasizing Catholic faith and morals,  

and academic  
excellence and innovation.

Provide a family-like  
atmosphere, by 

nurturing the whole person: 
spiritual, ethical, intellectual,  

emotional, and physical.

Prepare young people to become 
living signs of Christ’s love 

to the world.

www.tmore.org
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In Loving Memory of...
Afranona Acevedo, grandmother of Dariana (STM ‘14), Chris (STM ‘15), and Matthew Rios (STM ‘19),  
September 14, 2015 at the age of 86.

Noel Joseph Biesik (DB ‘53), September 26, 2015 at the age of 79.

Patricia A. Brick, wife of Donald (DB ‘53), October 7, 2015, at the age of 78.

Mark Dudenhoefer, uncle of Tom Evans (STM ‘19), September 21, 2015 at the age of 58.

Stephen M.  Janicki (DB ‘54), October 1, 2015 at the age of 79.

Caroline Pauline Krawczyk, mother of Gary (DB ‘68) and John (TM ‘73), October 5, 2015 at the age of 90.

Francis Miller, father of Charles (PN ‘69), Thomas (PN ‘71), Timothy (PN/SF ‘73), Richard (TM ‘76),  
Gerard (TM ‘77), Joseph (TM ‘80), August 1, 2015 at the age of 87.

Fr. Bob W. Nawrocki, teacher at St. Francis Minor Seminary and brother of Richard (SF ‘56),  
September 20, 2015 at the age of 79.

Patricia A. Piwaron, grandmother of Thomas (TM ‘05) and Catherine (TM ‘08), October 6, 2015  
at the age of 78.

Tracey M. Robinette, wife of James (TM ‘80), October 12, 2015, at the age of 52.

Mary Sager, wife of Michael (DB ‘66), September 23, 2015 at the age of 67. 

Noe Sanchez, father of Galilea Sanchez (STM ‘17), October 17, 2015 at the age of 37.

Audrey M. Schaefer, wife of Donald (SF ‘45), September 19th 2015 at the age of 82.

Barbara H. Studer, mother of Michael (TM ‘80), July 29, 2015 at the age of 91.

Jerome Suchecki, father of Stephanie (TM ‘06), September 27, 2015 at the age of 63.

Michael Zimmer (DB ‘60), brother of Ted (DB ‘58), September 23, 2015 at the age of 72.

St. Thomas More,  
Pray for Us.

If you would like to share news, or if you have a  
memorial that you would like included for publication 

in the next issue of the Spirit or the next email  
newsletter, please send your information to Dan Steffes 

at dsteffes@tmore.org or by mail to:
 

 St. Thomas More High School
Attn: Dan Steffes

2601 E. Morgan Avenue
MIlwaukee WI, 53207

Their families are in our prayers.
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St. Thomas More High School
2601 E. Morgan Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53207

414-481-8370
www.tmore.org


