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Cardinal Stritch University 

Department of Modern Languages 

SPAN 203: Composition and Conversation 

 

St. Thomas More High School 

World Language Department 

Spanish 4 (CE credit) 

 

 

  

SYLLABUS OF COURSE 

 

Instructor:  Ann Marie Dorn 

Email: adorn@tmore.org  

 

Course Textbooks required:  

Realidades 4 (e-edition) 

 

Course Description: Emphasis is on the development of fluency in speaking and proficiency in writing correct 

and idiomatic Spanish. Students will review Spanish syntax and grammar through work in composition. 

Selected introductory readings of literature are included. Active student participation in oral communication is 

expected. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 3 and teacher recommendation. 

 

Department of Modern Languages Program Outcomes  

Upon successful completion of the program students will be able to: 

1. Speak clearly and accurately in both formal and informal settings; demonstrate comprehension of 

target language in a variety of listening situations.  

2. Exhibit proficiency in the target language by producing writing that is articulate and well-organized; 

read and comprehend target language as encountered in a variety of contexts and formats. 

3. Demonstrate knowledge of the diverse cultures, histories, and perspectives of the people who use the 

target language. 

4. Gain insight into the nature of language by comparing the target language to English; demonstrate 

understanding of various linguistic features of the target language (for example, general dialectal 

differences, relationship between language and culture, the problem with literal translations, etc.). 
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5. Analyze and interpret target-language literary and cultural texts across a range of genres and topics. 

Measurable Course Objectives 

1. Students will study Spanish as a tool of communication and will use it as the language of choice in the 

classroom.  

2. Learn new vocabulary and master linguistic problems primarily through readings, discussions of 

readings, and grammar study and activities.  

3. Students will write compositions, integrating critical thinking coherently and accurately using 

vocabulary learned in class. 

4. Review and evaluate aspects of the literature, art, music, and history of Spanish-speaking people. 

Final Grade Components  

Participation     10%  

Homework/In-class activities  10%  

Short Compositions    30%  

Quizzes     30%  

Presentations/discussions  20%  

 

 

Rubrics for homework/assigments  

 

POINTS  RANK  DESCRIPTION 

100 Satisfactory Plus Information provided was complete, accurate 
and/or relevant according to the instructions.  

85 Satisfactory Information provided was completed and relevant 
according to the instructions.  

75 Unsatisfactory  Information provided was incomplete, inaccurate,  
and/or irrelevant.  

0 No grade  No assignment handed in or assignment handed in 
late. 

 
Participation Criteria 

 
 

Your participation score is based on your use of Spanish, your consistent preparation, your contribution to 
classroom activities, and your attendance. Your participation will be assessed at the end of each quarter and 
the semester. 
 
 

Points Participation Criteria 

90-100 Excellent. I used Spanish more than 90% of the 
time. I was an active, engaged participant during 
small group work and paired tasks. I answered 
questions but did not dominate group work and 
class discussions. I brought my textbooks and class 
materials to class each day. 



 3 

85-89 Good. I used Spanish more than 80% of the time. I 
was an active, engaged participant during most 
small group work and paired tasks. I was prepared 
to answer questions. I failed to bring my class 
materials at least one time. 

80-85 Satisfactory. I often used English. I was an active, 
engaged participant during some small group and 
paired tasks. I was prepared to answer questions 
some of the time. I regularly showed up without 
my textbook or class materials.  

70-80 Unsatisfactory. I used more English than Spanish. I 
was not an active, engaged participant during small 
group and paired tasks. I was often unprepared to 
answer questions. 

0-69 I did not participate or didn’t volunteer much. 

 
 

 

Composition Rubric       Name ______________________ 

 

 
 
INFORMATION:  
 

TOTAL 
SCORE 
 

30-27  EXCELLENT. Well developed, complete, interesting, relevant.   

26-23  GOOD. Interesting. Some ideas underdeveloped or Irrelevant.   

22-19  FAIR. Underdeveloped or superficial.   

18-15  POOR. Mostly underdeveloped, superficial, incomplete or irrelevant   

14-0  UNSATISFACTORY. Not enough to evaluate.   

 
ORGANIZATION:  
 

 
 

20-18  EXCELLENT. Main ideas and supporting details logically sequenced, connected.   

17-16  GOOD. Main ideas and supporting details logically sequenced. Needs transitions.   

15-14  FAIR. Main ideas stand out but not always logically connected or supported.   

13-12  POOR. Ideas mostly disconnected, not logically sequenced.   

11-0  UNSATISFACTORY. Not enough to evaluate.   

 
VOCABULARY:  
 

 
 

20-18  EXCELLENT. Broad range and appropriate use of vocabulary.   

17-16  GOOD. Broad range of vocabulary but some words not well chosen.   

15-14  FAIR. Limited or repetitive use of vocabulary but meaning is usually clear.   

13-12  POOR. Inappropriate use of vocabulary often obscures message.   

11-0  UNSATISFACTORY. Not enough to evaluate.   

 
LANGUAGE:  
 

 
 

20-18  EXCELLENT. No serious errors in target grammar, agreement, or sentence 
structure.  

 

17-16  GOOD. Mostly comprehensible, few errors in target grammar, agreement, or  
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sentence structure.  

15-14  FAIR. Mostly comprehensible. Several errors in target grammar, agreement, or 
sentence structure.  

 

13-12  POOR. Incomprehensible, constant errors in target grammar, agreement, or 
sentence structure.  

 

11-0  UNSATISFACTORY. Not enough to evaluate.   

 
MECHANICS:  
 

 
 

10-9  EXCELLENT. Very few errors in spelling, punctuation or accentuation.   

8  GOOD. Some errors in spelling, punctuation or accentuation.   

7  FAIR. Frequent errors in spelling, punctuation or accentuation.   

6  POOR. Constant errors in spelling, punctuation or accentuation.   

5  UNSATISFACTORY. Not enough to evaluate.  

 
 

 


