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Course Syllabus 
 

Course No:  EN 215       Title of Course: Irish Literature    

Class Time:  Summer 2018; 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.   Class Location:  Commons/Conference Room 

Credit Hours:  3        Instructor:  Mr. Kevin Dineen 

Instructor Email: kdineen@tmore.org     Instructor Phone Number:  414.481.8370  

Office Location:  Main Office      Office Hours: By appointment 

    

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will focus on and illuminate the extraordinary voices of Irish writers from 1900 to the present. Assigned 

readings will analyze and celebrate writers of genius and courage while also exploring the transformation of Irish identity 

in the 20th century.  

 

OUTCOMES/GOALS 

LITERATURE Program Outcomes  

1. Understand terminology, cultural and historical contexts, and genres 

2. Perform close reading, analyzing and interpreting ideas  

3. Prepare persuasive arguments that demonstrate cohesiveness and critical thinking, incorporate primary and 

secondary sources, and use appropriate citation strategies  

4. Make connections between key artists and styles  

5. Consider others’ perspectives on ideas in texts  

Measurable Course Objectives 

1. Students will gain familiarity with Irish culture (laws, religions, mores) and compare and contrast these with those 

of their own culture as native or non-native speakers of English [connects to Program Outcomes 1 and 2]. 

2. Students will recognize and articulate the impact of Irish culture (laws, mores, religious beliefs, historical context) 

on Irish writers (the impact of culture on the Irish writers could be positive, negative, or mixed [connects to 

Program Outcome 3]. 

3. Students will analyze the Irish authors [James Joyce, Yeats, Heaney, and Delaney] whose writing resists Irish 

traditional beliefs in laws, mores, religion, or behavior [connects to Program Outcome 4]. 

4. Students will gain an understanding of how critics, editors, and reviewers perceived and received a writer’s work 

at the time of publication compared to the perspective of literary critics of the twenty-first century [connects to 

Program Outcome 5]. 

5. Students will identify their own critical stance toward a literary work, based on analyzing the text and on using 

literary theory [connects to Program Outcomes 3 and 5]. 

6. Students will gain an understanding of the crucial interconnection between literary works and political rebellion 

against British colonizers, focusing on “the indomitable Irishry” [connects to Program Outcome 5]. 

7. Students will gain an understanding of parallel themes among Irish writers in the multiple genres of fiction, 

drama, and poetry [connects to Program Outcomes 1 and 4]. 

 

TEXTBOOKS AND COURSE MATERIALS 

Delaney, Frank. Ireland. New York: Harper Collins 2005.  

Heaney, Seamus. Opened Ground: Selected Poems 1966-1996. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux 1998. 

Joyce, James. Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. New York: Penguin 1985. 

Pethica, James, editor. Yeats’s Poetry, Drama, and Prose. Norton Critical Edition 2000. 

Other required course readings may be handed out in class. 
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COURSEWORK, ASSESSMENT AND GRADES  

There will be a total of 500 points available over the duration of the class. The breakdown is below.  

• In-Class Participation: 50 points (10%) (assesses Measurable Course Objectives 2, 3, and 4) 

• Quizzes and Homework: 75 points (15%) (assesses Measurable Course Objectives 1 and 7) 

• Short Writes: 75 points (15%) (assesses Measurable Course Objective 3, 5, and 6) 

• Midterm Exam: 75 points (15%) (assesses Measurable Course Objective 2) 

• Oral Presentations: 125 points total (25%) (assesses Measurable Course Objectives 1, 2, 5, and 7) 

• Final Research Paper: 100 points (20%) (assesses Measurable Course Objectives 3, 4, and 7) 

 

In-Class Participation: 50 points (10%) 

Students are expected both to attend class and complete all applicable readings and assignments for that day. Students are 

also expected to be active participants in classroom discussion and activities. Because group work and discussion play 

such an integral role in this course, participation will be factored into final grades. Student participation will be graded 

according to the Class Participation Rubric.   

 

Homework and Quizzes: 75 points (15%)  

Regular assignments are an important part of students’ coursework and will occur both in and out of class. They will help 

students think about the content addressed in class, as well as help students prepare for upcoming course content. These 

assignments will cover a variety of topics, and will be graded according to the homework rubric. Students will also 

complete regular quizzes on assigned class readings. These quizzes will be graded according to the grading scale for the 

course. 

  

Short Writes: 75 points (15%) 

Students will complete a series of short writes (2 pages) which explore and analyze the continual transformation of Irish 

identity and its effects on personal identity (following Objective 6). The primary focus of these short writes will be with 

Joyce with one or two short writes with Delaney.  

 

Midterm Exam: 75 points (15%) 

The midterm exam will be a cumulative test that assesses student mastery of course content at midterm. It will be an essay 

test incorporating aspects of Yeats poetry and Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.  

 

Oral Presentations: 125 points, 60 and 65 points respectively (25%)  

Each student will complete two oral presentations, one for Yeats and one for Heaney. Each presentation must be between 

10-12 minutes, and a technological visual aid must accompany each presentation. Students will be graded on their 

presenting ability, content, and the usefulness of their aids.  

 

Final Research Paper: 100 points (20%)  

The final research paper will consist of a 5-7 page synthesis of Delaney’s Ireland and the work of either Yeats, Joyce, or 

Heaney. Students are expected to incorporate outside research in the support of a thesis driven paper which focuses on 

“Irishry” and the Irish identity in the 20th century.   

 

 

CLASS POLICIES AND RESOURCES 

Attendance and Tardiness 

You are expected to be punctual, to attend each class meeting, and to participate in all in-class activities and discussions. 

Tardiness and unexcused absences negatively affect participation grades and may ultimately lower your final course grade 

as well. An absence will be considered excused only if you have a legitimate medical excuse (a doctor’s note), are 

participating in a university-sponsored activity, or must respond to an unforeseen emergency. (What constitutes an 

unforeseen emergency will be determined by your instructor.) In the case of an excused absence, it is your responsibility to 

inform the instructor before missing class if the absence is anticipated or to promptly notify the instructor upon your return 

to class if the absence is unforeseen. If unable to attend class, you assume responsibility for collecting class notes and 

handouts, making up tests, and turning in work.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

Attendance will be taken at the start of each class meeting.  Therefore, if you are tardy, you will be marked absent.  If you 
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wish to have this absence removed and converted to a tardy entry, you must approach me at the end of class and request 

this change.  If you are over fifteen minutes late for a class meeting, you will be counted absent regardless of whether you 

notify me after class. If you are tardy three times, this will also be counted as an absence.  

 

Each unexcused absence after the third unexcused absence will result in a full letter deduction from your final course 

grade (from A to B, for example). If you have six or more unexcused absences, you will fail the course.  

 

Late Work 

To succeed in this course, you must turn in all assigned work at the beginning of class on the date that it is due. For each 

class period that a submission is late, one letter grade will be taken off your final grade for the work. If you cannot attend 

class on the date that your work is due, please contact your instructor and arrange to have a classmate or friend bring your 

work to class at the beginning of the scheduled class period.  

 

Missed Assignments and Exams 

There is no makeup of in-class work and quizzes. Missed exams may be made up at the instructor’s discretion.  

 

Important Dates 

• Break: July 2 – July 6, 2018  

• Change in Class Hours: July 23 and July 24, 2018: 8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

• Last Day of Class: July 24, 2018 

 

Academic Support 

Students are encouraged to use the Academic Support, which offers free tutoring services and an online writing center to all 

Cardinal Stritch University students. Academic Support is located on the first floor of Bonaventure Hall (410-4166). 

Academic Support also offers writing help through the Online Writing Lab (OWL) and Smarthinking.  

 

Assistance for Students with Disabilities  

If you have any disability or handicap that might affect your classwork, please see me immediately. Policy statement for 

Section 504, Rehabilitation Act and Americans with Disabilities Act:  It shall be the policy of Cardinal Stritch 

University to comply with the Section 504 Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Americans with Disabilities Act and their 

regulations to the extent applicable to Cardinal Stritch University. Please refer to the Student Accessibility Services 

section of the Stritch website for information regarding services for students with disabilities 

(http://www.stritch.edu/studentaccessiblityservices/) 

 

Non-Discrimination/Harassment Policy 

It is the policy of this University to foster a community free of harassment and intimidation. Students and employees are 

expected to conduct themselves in a respectful manner at all times. Incidents of harassment will not be tolerated and 

should be promptly reported to a University official.  

 

Harassment refers to behavior that is unwelcome and personally offensive to its recipients. There shall be no harassment 

on the basis of a student’s or employee’s race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, age, gender, marital status, 

medical condition, sexual orientation, or physical or mental disability.  

 

Prohibited harassment includes but is not limited to comments, slurs, jokes, innuendoes, cartoons, pranks, or physical 

harassment. Harassment also includes negative actions based upon a student’s or employee’s participation in activities 

identified with any group. In order to promote a non-discriminatory, inclusive environment, our University will support 

programs to educate its community in regard to respect for all its members. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Cheating  

Students who cheat violate their integrity and the integrity of the University by claiming credit for work they have not 

done and knowledge they do not possess.  Examples of cheating include copying answers from another’s work; permitting 

someone else to copy answers from their own work; using books, class notes, or any other means or devices to obtain 

answers to a question when not allowed; and submitting substantially the same work for more than one course.  

http://www.dol.gov/oasam/regs/statutes/sec504.htm
http://www.ada.gov/pubs/adastatute08.htm
http://www.stritch.edu/studentaccessiblityservices/
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Plagiarism  

Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s words, ideas or other work without proper documentation. Students who plagiarize 

violate their integrity and the integrity of the University by laying claim to work that is not their own. Students should be 

aware that even when they do not intend to plagiarize, they might still be technically guilty of academic misconduct if 

they fail to document their sources properly. Both intentional plagiarism and inaccurate documentation are threats to the 

integrity of the student and the University because clear thinking and responsible work depend on careful treatment of 

evidence, respectful treatment of other writers and courteous treatment of one’s readers.  Examples of plagiarism include 

copying words, sentences or passages from a text, such as an internet source, book, magazine, newspaper, pamphlet, paper 

of another student, or paper prepared by anyone other than the student who submits the paper, without indicating the 

source of those words, sentences, or passages; using quotations without copying them correctly; paraphrasing or 

summarizing another writer’s ideas, even if one does not quote the writer directly, without giving credit to that writer; 

failing to give adequate bibliographical information to the reader who may need to refer to the source the writer has used; 

using graphs, charts, tables or other visual aids without giving credit to the source from which they were taken; and 

downloading and using any part of an oral presentation from a web site without documentation or even with 

documentation if the entire presentation comes from that web site. Students should know that documentation formats 

(APA, MLA, Turabian) vary from department to department and should consult the faculty about documentation 

specifics.  

 

Fabrication  

Fabrication is the intent to deceive members of the academic community through inventing information or creating the 

illusion of having acquired or mastered information. Fabrication can be recognized in these examples: listing 

bibliographic references not used; citing information not taken from the source indicated; falsely claiming to have 

completed a clinical, internship, field experience or course prerequisite; inventing data, materials or sources for academic 

assignments; taking a quiz or other examination for someone else or permitting someone else to be tested on one’s behalf; 

submitting another person’s work as if it were one’s own (written, illustrated, tabulated, etc.); submitting substantially the 

same work for more than one course; and not doing one’s agreed upon share of work in group projects.  

 

Other Academic Misconduct  

Academic misconduct is generally understood to be any intentional violation of academic policies by which a student 

misrepresents his/her achievements or interferes in some way with the grading process. Academic misconduct includes, 

but is not limited to, such activity as collusion in activities such as entering University property to obtain un-administered 

tests or changing grades; stealing, buying or selling parts of an un-administered test; bribing or accepting bribery for 

advance information about tests.  

 

QUESTIONS & CLASSROOM GUIDELINES 

General Questions 

I am happy to answer any questions you may have about your work.  I encourage you to approach me before or after class, 

in office hours, and by appointment.  The more thoughtful questions you ask, the more successful you will probably be.  

Please use email to ask me short, quickly answered questions about the course.  Reserve longer, more in-depth questions 

(for instance, about papers) for office hours or the phone.   

 

I will usually be able to respond to an email message within 24 hours, except on weekends. I reserve the right to be 

extremely judicious on weekends regarding our business communication.  In other words, I may not be immediately 

available on weekends, though I will make every effort to accommodate you.  I want you to succeed in this course, and I 

want for us both to enjoy this class.  

 

Questions about Grades 

Please bring any questions you have about grades or policies to me.  I prefer not to discuss a grade on the same day that I 

return a paper, so please wait a day and then present your questions to me (in writing, so we can have a focused discussion) 

within one week of the receiving the grade. 
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CALENDAR/DAILY WORK SCHEDULE (Subject to change) 

The following schedule is tentative; it is offered here only as a general outline of our approach to course content this 

semester.  Adjustments will be made during the semester. Reading assignments should be completed prior to the class 

meeting listed on the schedule. Bring all required materials (text, supplemental readings, notebooks, paper) to every 

class. 

_________ 

Week One 

6/11-Introduction to course and themes 

         Syllabus coverage 

         Irish background 

         Yeats’ Background, “The Lake Isle of Innisfree,” “The Stolen Child” 

         Handout Hypertext Project, due 6/14 

         Tone Tree questions for “To Ireland in Coming Times,” due 6/12 

6/12-For class, read “To Ireland in Coming Times.” Tone Tree worksheet due in class. 

         “September 1913”, Imagery Flow Chart Work 

         Metaphor questions for “No Second Troy,” due 6/13 

         Hypertext poem sign up. 

6/13-For class, read “No Second Troy.” Metaphor worksheet due in class. 

         Work time on hypertext project, sign up for presentation order 

6/14-Hypertext Presentations due. 

         Introduction to Joyce 

         Handout on Parnell, Home Rule, Land League, and Irish Catholicism 

_________ 

Week Two 

6/18-For class, read Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Part I (p. 7-59) 

         Historical background on Parnell, Home Rule, Land League, and Irish Catholicism 

         Close reading of dinner scene; comparison to paddling incident 

         Short write assignment pgs. 60-72 

6/19-For class, read Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Part II (p. 60-101). Short write due. 

         Identity conflict discussion and activity 

         Short write assignment pgs. 108-115 

6/20-For class, read Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Part III (p. 102-146). Short write due. 

         Power of religion and its purpose 

         Daedalus and Icarus reading and short write assignment pgs. 166-170 

6/21-For class, read Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Part IV (p. 147-173). Short write due. 

         Daedalus and Icarus lecture and discussion 

         Art, its purpose, religion, and how they come together 

         Short write assignment on national identity vs personal identity 

_________ 

Week Three 

6/25-For class, read Potrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Part V (p. 174-253). Short write due. 

         Art and Ireland: which has priority, Stephen’s purpose, Journal ending to the novel 

        Preview for essay test 

6/26-Essay test on Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 

         Introduce Seamus Heaney, contemporary Ireland post-1916, “Digging” 

         Metaphor worksheet for “Death of a Naturalist,” due 6/27 

6/27-For class, read “Death of a Naturalist.” Metaphor worksheet due. 

        “Bogland”, Imagery flow chart 

         Introduce Visual Poetry Project Presentation & sign up 

         Imagery worksheet for “Requiem for the Croppies” 

6/28-For class, read “Requiem for the Croppies.” Imagery worksheet due. 

         “England’s Difficulty,” “The Toome Road”, Tone Tree 

         Work on poetry projects for 7/9 presentation 
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_________ 

Week Four 

7/9-Heaney Poetry Presentations 

      Introduce Frank Delaney, Irish mythology, and oral tradition 

      Discuss research paper. 

7/10-For class, read Ireland (p. 1-60) 

        Quiz? 

        Newgrange, close reading, what does it help to explain 

7/11-For class, read Ireland (p. 61-124) 

        Quiz? 

        St. Patrick, the literary pastoral 

7/12-For class, read Ireland (p. 125-185) 

        Quiz? 

        Brendan the Navigator, Book of Kells, Finn MacCool 

        History vs Oral History; Past vs Myth 

_________ 

Week Five 

7/16-For class, read Ireland (p. 186-256) 

        Quiz? 

        Leary & Poetry, Brian Boru, the Hawk, Bartlett, Strongbow 

       Art of storytelling 

7/17-For class, read Ireland (p. 257-317) 

       Quiz? 

       The Harp, identity and discovery, English/Irish, Hugh O’Neill 

       Journeyman’s trade 

7/18-For class, read Ireland (p. 318-382) 

       Quiz? 

       Clonmel, Edmund Spenser, Penal Laws, Handel, Battle of the Boyne 

       Stephen vs Ronan 

7/19-For class, read Ireland (p. 383-443). 

         Quiz? 

         Traveling as a Storyteller, IRA, Ballycarron Carriage, the past, Jonathan Swift 

_________ 

Week Six 

7/23-For class, read Ireland (p. 444-505) 

         Quiz? 

         Three Furlongs, Derrynane, Potato Famine, Victorian Ireland 

7/24-For class, read Ireland (p. 506-560), Yeat’s poem, “Easter, 1916.” Final Research Paper due. 

         Quiz? 

         Yeat’s poem, “Easter, 1916” 

         Yeats, the final letter, Easter 1916, Ireland 
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COURSE RUBRICS  

 

Homework and Miscellaneous Assignment Evaluation Rubric 

Individual homework and in-class assignments will be graded using the Check Rubric below. 

 

✓ ++ (check plus plus)          

▪ The assignment is submitted when due 

▪ The assignment includes a proper heading and all necessary information: student name, assignment date, 

assignment title, and item numbers 

▪ The assignment is legible (easy to read) and submitted on loose-leaf paper (not spiral bound) or word processed 

on good quality white paper 

▪ All questions are answered; all tasks and requirements are fulfilled 

▪ All work is complete and correct 

▪ The work is free of grammatical, mechanical, and usage errors 

▪ The work demonstrates exceptional thought and effort; it displays a command of style and voice and a firm grasp 

of composition skills  

 

✓ + (check plus) 

▪ The assignment is submitted when due 

▪ The assignment includes a proper heading and necessary information 

▪ The assignment is legible (easy to read) and submitted on loose-leaf paper (not spiral bound) or word processed 

on good quality white paper 

▪ All questions are answered; most tasks and requirements are fulfilled 

▪ All work is complete and substantially correct 

▪ The work is marked by few grammatical, mechanical, or usage errors 

▪ The work demonstrates a significant amount of thought and effort; it displays competence and a firm grasp of 

composition skills 

 

✓  (check)     

▪ The assignment is submitted when due 

▪ The assignment  a includes proper heading or other necessary information 

▪ The assignment is legible, messy, or submitted on spiral bound paper 

▪ All questions are answered, but some tasks or requirements may be patially unfulfilled 

▪ The work is complete and mostly correct  

▪ There are grammatical and mechanical errors that may distract the reader 

▪ The work demonstrates some thought, effort, and a basic grasp of composition skills, but it may display hastiness 

of lack of depth 

 

✓ —  (check minus)     

▪ The assignment is not submitted when due 

▪ The assignment lacks a proper heading or other necessary information 

▪ The assignment is illegible, extremely messy, or submitted on spiral bound paper 

▪ Several questions are not answered; several tasks or requirements are left unfulfilled 

▪ The work is not complete or substantially correct 

▪ There are many distracting grammatical and mechanical errors 

▪ The work demonstrates little though and effort; it displays a poor grasp of composition skills or hastiness of 

composition 

 

✓ ++  (check plus)  =  4 Points / “A” level work   

✓ +    (check)  =  3 Points / “B” level work  

✓    (check)  =  2 Points / “C” level work 

✓ - (check minus) = 1 Point/ “D” level work 
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Class Participation – Rubric 

 

 

 

 
A+ = 100-98 B+ = 92-90 C+ = 84-82 D+ = 76-75 

A   = 97- 95 B = 89-87 C = 81-79 D = 74-72 

A-  = 94-93 B- = 86-85 C- = 78-77 D- = 71-70 F = 69 and below 

 

 

Total _______/ 25 x 4 = ______%  =  ______ 

 

 Unacceptable 

(14 and below) 

Poor 

(15-17) 

Average 

(18-19) 

Good 

(20-22) 

Excellent 

(23-25) 

1 Point 2 Points 3 Points 4 Points 5 Points 

Engagement/ 

Attention  

No engagement 

and attention in 

the learning 

process 

Little 

engagement and 

attention in the 

learning process 

Somewhat 

engaged and 

attentive in the 

learning 

process 

Engaged and 

attentive in the 

learning 

process 

Exceptional 

engagement and 

attentiveness in 

the learning 

process 

Listening 
No listening to 

others 

Minimal level of 

listening to 

others, both in 

groups and the 

large class 

Some listening 

to others, both 

in groups and 

the large class 

Listens to 

others, both in 

groups and the 

large class 

Consistent level 

of listening to 

others, both in 

groups and the 

large class 

Participation 

Makes no effort 

to participate in 

group activities/ 

discussions 

Reluctant 

participation in 

group activities/ 

Discussions 

Average 

participation in 

group 

activities/ 

discussions 

Participates in 

most group 

activities/ 

discussions 

Exceptional 

participation in 

group activities/ 

discussions 

Preparation/ 

Quality 

Comments/ 

participation 

reflect no 

understanding of 

the text, remarks 

by other students, 

and questions 

posed by the 

instructor 

Comments/ 

participation 

reflect minimal 

understanding of 

the text, remarks 

by other 

students, and 

questions posed 

by the instructor 

Comments/ 

participation 

reflect average 

understanding 

of the text, 

remarks by 

other students, 

and questions 

posed by the 

instructor 

Comments/ 

participation 

reflect strong 

understanding 

of the text, 

remarks by 

other students, 

and questions 

posed by the 

instructor 

Comments/ 

participation 

reflect thorough 

understanding 

of the text, 

remarks by 

other students, 

and questions 

posed by the 

instructor 
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Rubric for English Department Papers                                    Name_______________________________ 

 

 10 9 8 7 6 5-1 0 Total 

1. Assignment Requirements 

• Meets all req. of assignment 

• Follows format specifications (MLA/APA) with 

few to no errors 

Excellent/ 

Always 

Consistently/ 

Very Good 

Good/ 

Mostly 

Sufficiently/ 

Adequate 

Limited/ 

Occasionally 

Lacking Missing  

2. Thesis/Controlling Purpose 

• Lays out a clear, specific, arguable claim that 

governs the paper 

• Thesis is nuanced, complex, original 

Excellent/ 

Always 

Consistently/ 

Very Good 

Good/ 

Mostly 

Sufficiently/ 

Adequate 

Limited/ 

Occasionally 

Lacking Missing  

3. Clarity of Discussion 

• Facilitates reader’s understanding of complex 

ideas 

• Flows without interruption 

• Clarity contributes to ease of comprehension 

Excellent/ 

Always 

Consistently/ 

Very Good 

Good/ 

Mostly 

Sufficiently/ 

Adequate 

Limited/ 

Occasionally 

Lacking Missing  

4. Evidence & Analysis 

• Employed when warranted by paper’s claims 

• Uses most persuasive type of evidence 

• Analysis of evidence moves the argument 

forward 

Excellent/ 

Always 

Consistently/ 

Very Good 

Good/ 

Mostly 

Sufficiently/ 

Adequate 

Limited/ 

Occasionally 

Lacking Missing  

5. Use of Sources 

• Makes use of summary, paraphrase, and direct 

quotations, as needed 

• Incorporates sources without error 

• Uses signal phrases and discusses quotes’ 

significance 

• In-text references and Works Cited/References 

page correctly cite all sources 

Excellent/ 

Always 

Consistently/ 

Very Good 

Good/ 

Mostly 

Sufficiently/ 

Adequate 

Limited/ 

Occasionally 

Lacking Missing  
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10 

 

9 8 

 

7 6 

 

5-1 

 

0 

 

Total 

6. Organization 

• Paragraphs well-constructed (one topic, claim 

sentences) 

• Suits paper’s needs 

• Transitions function as signposts 

Excellent/ 

Always 

Consistently/ 

Very Good 

Good/ 

Mostly 

Sufficiently/ 

Adequate 

Limited/ 

Occasionally 

Lacking Missing  

7. Audience Analysis 

• Understands readers’ needs 

• Controls tone 

• Provides context 

• Addresses counterarguments 

Excellent/ 

Always 

Consistently/ 

Very Good 

Good/ 

Mostly 

Sufficiently/ 

Adequate 

Limited/ 

Occasionally 

Lacking Missing  

8. Style 

• Sentences clear 

• Diction well chosen 

• No wordiness 

• Writing style improves the ideas of the paper  

Excellent/ 

Always 

Consistently/ 

Very Good 

Good/ 

Mostly 

Sufficiently/ 

Adequate 

Limited/ 

Occasionally 

Lacking Missing  

9. Grammar, Mechanics, Punctuation 

• Clearly edited and proofread 

• Contains few or no errors 

Excellent/ 

Always 

Consistently/ 

Very Good 

Good/ 

Mostly 

Sufficiently/ 

Adequate 

Limited/ 

Occasionally 

Lacking Missing  

10. Overall Quality of Argument/Discussion 

• Paper is insightful, engaging, complex, relevant 

• Paper goes beyond class discussion in an 

intellectually daring way, surprising the reader 

Excellent/ 

Always 

Consistently/ 

Very Good 

Good/ 

Mostly 

Sufficiently/ 

Adequate 

Limited/ 

Occasionally 

Lacking Missing  

Total points:  100 

A+ = 100-98 B+ = 92-90 C+ = 84-82 D+ = 76-75 

A   = 97- 95 B = 89-87 C = 81-79 D = 74-72 

A-  = 94-93 B- = 86-85 C- = 78-77 D- = 71-70 F = 69 and below 
 

 

Total Grade:  __________ 
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Oral Presentation Rubric 
 

The student(s) 

_____Is able to clearly and enthusiastically articulate the topic, engage the class, establish a central purpose, and provide essential background contexts (10 points); 

_____is able to offer rigorous support for all ideas (and necessary depth), meeting the minimum number of minutes (10 points); 

_____is well-prepared to answer questions and knowledgeable (including after the presentation, fielding questions/response and making the topic clear) (5 points); 

_____is able to observe rules for oral presentations (5 points); 

a) Uses notes but does not read from them, and does not duplicate phrases or sentences unless directly quoting. 

b) Speaks naturally—is not too loud or too soft; strives for a conversational and interesting tone. 

c) Uses gestures that are natural and not distracting 

d) Takes in the entire room while speaking and talks to the class. 

e) Uses blackboard, VCR/DVD, music computer or PowerPoint properly and effectively  

f) If presenting in a group, all members contribute fully and equally. 

_____offers clear organization so the class can follow and learn (5 points); 

_____provides a clear conclusion at the end (5 points); 

_____can identify quotations and sources properly and effectively (so the class can distinguish between the student’s points and the insights of others (5 points);  

_____and extends class knowledge of the topic, illuminating a key issue or highlighting a person, idea, topic appropriate to current course content (5 points). 

 

A+ = 100-98 B+ = 92-90 C+ = 84-82 D+ = 76-75 

A   = 97- 95 B = 89-87 C = 81-79 D = 74-72 

A-  = 94-93 B- = 86-85 C- = 78-77 D- = 71-70 F = 69 and below 

 


