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Course Description 

This course invites students to inquire into the nature of body and spirit, health and sickness, life and 

death, and to consider carefully the proper moral response to these human realities.  Questions entertained in 

the course include:  When, for purposes of organ donation, can we say that someone is dead?  Is it ethical to 

experiment on animals?  Should couples use methods of artificial reproduction to make “designer children”?  

As a discipline which addresses profound ethical questions brought about by scientific and medical advances, 

the course is ideal for those pursuing careers in science and medicine as well as for all who wonder about the 

deep philosophical questions that are at the root of these contemporary challenges. 

 

Course Student Learning Outcomes 

1. Demonstrates knowledge of the discipline of bioethics: its historical roots; the various theoretical 

approaches taken; the kinds of issues which are the concern of bioethicists. (PLO – 2)  

2. Demonstrates the ability to identify the general approach taken and to outline and analyze the 

argument of a scholarly article in the area of bioethics.  (PLO – 1, Core SLO – 8, 10) 

3. Demonstrates an ability to engage in case study – by viewing a scenario from different sides, 

articulating its complexity and the multi-faceted concerns raised by the case. (PLO – 3, Core SLO – 8, 

10) 

4. Demonstrates understanding of the way in which religious world views impact bioethical decision-

making and of how a particularly Franciscan view of creation might influence the practice of medicine 

and biomedical research.  (PLO – 4) 

 

Readings 

Panicola, Michael, David Belde, John Paul Slosar, Mark Repenshak. Health Care Ethics: Theological        

Foundations, Contemporary Issues, and Controversial Cases. Winona, MN: Anselm Academic, 2011. 

Print. 

 

Others readings will be made available as PDF’s or as links on Schoology. 

 

Student Assessment 

 Exam 1:  10% 

 Exam 2:  10% 

 Exam 3:  10% 

 Exam 4:  10% 

Long Paper (5-7 pgs): 20% 

 Discussion Groups: 20% 

 Short assignments: 10% 

Participation:  10% (Participation includes things like contributing to class    

    discussion, small group activities, volunteering to read a text aloud). 
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Weighted Grading Scale 

99 A+=5.33 

96 A=5.00  

93 A-=4.67  

91 B+=4.33  

88 B=4.00  

85 B-=3.67 

83 C+=2.33  

80 C=2.00  

77 C-=1.67  

75 D+=1.33  

73 D=1.00  

70 D-=.67 

69 below F = 0.00 
 

 

  

Missed Exams and/or Late Assignments:  

Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the day they are due or when otherwise specified. The 

grade of an exam taken or a paper submitted later than the date and time specified is subject to reduction. If a 

student knows that he/she will be absent, he/she must make arrangements to take the exam or turn in the 

assignment early. 

 

Respect 

The material we study in this course may have deep emotional, and spiritual significance for some students, 

but none for others. When approaching this material, consequently, we must be sensitive to a diversity of 

responses. We must respect one another. Students are expected to uphold the mission and values of St. 

Thomas More High School. This includes the mutual respect for students, teachers, and content (specific 

applications of this respect are outline in the Parent/Student Handbook regarding attendance, conduct, dress, 

homework, and academic honesty). This course encourages respectful discussions (and even disagreements) 

while exploring the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church. 

 

Expectations and Conduct 

Students are expected to: 

• Come to class having completed assigned homework and/or readings. The readings for each week are 

listed below. The student should complete the readings for the week by the Monday we will be 

discussing them or as early in the week as possible. 

• Actively participate in class discussions and activities. 

• Strive to follow St. Thomas More’s guidelines for positive behavior and conduct. 

 

Course Materials 

Fully functioning and charged laptop, charger, 1 notebook for class notes, pen or pencil, readings and/or 

homework for the day. 

 

Electronics Policy 

All notes are to be written in the student’s notebook. Although laptops should be brought to class every day, 

use of laptops for class work is at the teacher’s discretion. Cell phones may not be out at any time during 

school hours. Unauthorized use of a laptop or any other electronic device and/or inappropriate use (e.g. 

texting, chatting, playing games, watching videos) will result in the laptop or device being taken away from 

the student. 

 

Food/Drink Policy 
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Only water may be brought in to the classroom. No food or gum, unless there is a medical issue that I am 

made aware of in advance. 

 

Disclaimer 

The content of this syllabus (schedule, policies, procedures, assignments, etc.) is subject to change in the 

event of extenuating circumstances, and/or to ensure better student learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline: 

 Required Readings and Topics 

  

1/22-1/26 Introduction to Course and Health Care Ethics 

• HCE Chap 1 (p. 1-31) and Chap 2 (p. 44-61) 

  

1/29-2/2 Approaches to Health Care Ethics 

• Ashley, DeBlois, O’Rourke, “Chapter 1: Bioethics in a Multicultural Age,” 

in Health Care Ethics: A Catholic Theological Analysis 

  

2/5-2/9 Role of the Physician and the Physician-Patient Relationship 

• Robert Veatch, “Generalization of Expertise” Hastings Center Report 1, no. 

2 (1973) 

• Larry May, “Challenging Medical Authority,” Hastings Center Report 1, 

no. 2 (1995). 

  

2/12-2/16 Informed Consent and Patient Autonomy 

• The Belmont Report: Ethical Principles and Guidelines for the Protection of 

Human Subjects of Research, 1979 

• Allen Brandt, “Racism and Research: The Case of the Tuskegee Syphilis 

Study,” Hastings Center Report 8, no. 6 (1978) 

  

2/19-2/22* Human Experimentation 

• HCE Chap 9 (p. 245-273) 
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2/26-3/2 Testing on Animals and the Status of the “Other” 

• Peter Singer, “The Significance of Animal Suffering,” Behavioral and Brain 

Sciences 13 (1992)  

• Carl Cohen, “The Case for the Use of Animals in Biomedical Research,” 

New England Journal of Medicine 315, no. 14 (1986) 

  

3/5-3/9 Abortion (I) 

• Judith Jarvis Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion” 

• HCE Chap 4 (p. 94-105) 

  

3/12-3/16 Abortion (II) 

• HCE Chap 4 (p. 106-119) 

• William E. May, selections from Catholic Bioethics and the Gift of Human 

Life (p. 166-169; 192-202). 

  

3/19-3/23 Caring for Critically Ill Newborns 

• HCE Chap 5 (p. 124-150) 

  

3/26-3/29* Reproductive Technology (I)—Procreation 

• HCE Chap 6 (p. 156-185) 

  

4/2-4/6 No Class-Spring Break 

  

4/9-4/13 Reproductive Technology (II)—Research and Cloning 

• HCE Chap 7 (p. 191-213) 

• Murray, “Why Do Adults Have Children?” 

  

4/16-4/19* Genetic Engineering and Genetic Enhancement 

• Julian Savulescu, “Deaf Lesbians, ‘Designer Disability,’ and the Future of 

Medicine” 

• Michael Sandel, “The Case Against Perfection” 

• HCE Chap 8 (p. 230-238) 

  

4/23-4/27 End of Life Care (I) 

• HCE Chap 10 (p. 277-310) 

• Gary Greenberg, “As Good as Dead” 

  

4/30-5/4 End of Life Care (II) 

• Byock, excerpt from Dying Well 

• Smith, excerpt from Partnership with the Dying 

  

5/7-5/11 What is “Disability”? 

• William F. May, excerpt from The Patient’s Ordeal 

  

5/14-5/18 Mental Health and Abuse 
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• Elizabeth Clare West, “Watching Mental Illness Take a Family Member” 

• William F. May, excerpt from The Patient’s Ordeal 

  

5/21-5/24* Health Care and the Market and Health Care Reform 

• Jessica Cohen, “Grade A: The Market for a Yale Woman’s Eggs,” The 

Atlantic Monthly  (December 2002) 

• HCE Chap 12 (p. 351-384) 

  

5/29-6/1 Finals Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINAL PAPER GRADING RUBRIC 

               A         A-/B+        B-/C +     C-/D+        F 

 E G A I 
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Introduction and Thesis 
• Establishes the question or problem that the paper will address 

and its significance. 

• Defines an interesting thesis that addresses the prompt. 

• Outlines the structure and the main points to be discussed. 

    

Body and Argument 
• Argument is clear and persuasive. 

• Works are accurately explained 

• Supports argument throughout with evidence. 

• Clearly cites or identifies the evidence being used. 

• Analyzes more than summarizes the material. 

    

Conclusion 
• Restates the purpose of the argument. 

• Establishes the significance of the argument. 

• Offers closing thought. 

    

Mechanics 
• Avoids grammatical errors. 

• Citation style used consistently. 

• Prose is engaging and easy to follow. 

    

Overall 
• Demonstrates an understanding of the complexities of the topic. 

• Demonstrates knowledge of a connection to the work done in 

class. 

• Shows some creativity and originality. 

    

 


