
ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
St. Thomas More High School 2017-2018  

 
 Course Syllabus and Expectations 

 
“Far and away the best prize that life has to offer is the chance to work hard at work worth doing” 

-Theodore Roosevelt 
 
Instructor: Mr. Gleeson 
Classroom: 350 
Email: kgleeson@tmore.org 
Twitter: @STM_APGAP  
Website/LMS: https://app.schoology.com/course/1134968096/materials  
 
The opportunity to obtain extra help and makeup tests/quizzes is always available after school as well as during STM time or by 
appointment.  
 
Text:    American Government: Roots and Reform [Ebook] 
             (2014 ed.) by Karen O’ Connor and Larry J. Sabato  
 
Reader:   The Enduring Debate: Classic and Contemporary Readings in American Politics 
  (2014 ed.) by David T. Canon, John J. Coleman, and Kenneth R. Mayer  
 
It is strongly recommended that you obtain an AP American Government and Politics Review Book. These cost around $18 and can 
be purchased at most bookstores. Suggested publishers include: Amsco, Barrons, Princeton Review, Kaplan and McGraw Hill. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This two-semester course is designed to provide an intense study of the American political system. The major goal of this course is 
to provide students with the factual knowledge and analytical skills to be successful on the AP Exam. Another goal of the course is 
for students to develop mastery in working with complex texts, acute historical perspective of the changing political spectrum, and 
the fluency necessary to navigate contemporary political landscapes. A third goal of the course is to raise the student’s political 
awareness so that he/she will become an active participatory member of our democratic system.  This course is about the American 
political system. We will discuss political ideology, the development of the political system and our democratic institutions. Students 
will be able to evaluate the role of the national government and its relationship to the concept of liberty in a pluralistic society. At the 
conclusion of the course, students should have a more sophisticated understanding of majority rule democracy, constitutionalism, 
and civil liberties. Students will also be able to see the relationships and distinctions between formal and informal instructions and 
the public policies that are developed as a result of these relationships.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES  
 

1. To master the history, evolution, structures, and principles pertaining to US government and politics. 
2. To master an understanding of typical patterns of political processes and behavior, and their impact on the political system. 
3. Critically analyze and interpret political materials, and be able to articulate them in written and oral form. 
4. Prepare for and excel on the Advanced Placement Exam. 

 
AP EXAM OVERVIEW 
 
 Exam Date: Thursday, May 10th 2017- 8 A.M.  
 

Note: The College Board also offers an AP Comparative Government and Politics Exam. Students can choose to 
study on their own and take that exam as well. See Mr. Gleeson if interested.  

 
The AP Exam will be given in May. The test is 2 hours and 25 minutes long. The examination consists of a 45-minute multiple-
choice (M-C) section and a free response (FRQ) section consisting of four mandatory questions. Students have 100 minutes to 
answer all four questions, and it is expected that they will spend approximately 25 minutes on each question. The score on each 
question will account for one-fourth of the student’s total score on this section of the exam. The multiple-choice and free-response 
sections of each examination will have equal weight. The table below summarizes this information. (Source: The College Board) 
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Time Number of Questions Type of Question Percent of Grade 

45 minutes 60 M-C 50% 

100 minutes 4 FRQ 50% 

 
 AP COLLEGE BOARD EXAM SUMMARY CONTENT OUTLINE 
 

I. Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government (5-15%) 
II. Political Beliefs and Behaviors (10-20%) 
III. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media (10-20%) 
IV. Institutions: Congress-Presidency-Bureaucracy-Federal Courts (35-45%) 
V. Public Policy (5-15%) 
VI. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (5-15%) 

 
AP COLLEGE BOARD EXAM SUMMARY CONTENT OUTLINE 
 

I. Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government (5-15%) 
a. Considerations that influenced the information and adoption of the Constitution 
b. Separation of Powers 
c. Federalism 
d. Theories of democratic government 

 

II. Political Beliefs and Behaviors (10-20%) 
a. Beliefs that citizens hold about their government and its leaders 
b. Processes by which citizens learn about politics 
c. The nature, sources, and consequences of public opinion 
d. The ways in which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life 
e. Factors that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political beliefs and behaviors 

 

III. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media (10-20%) 
a. Political parties and elections 

i. Functions 
ii. Organizations 

iii. Development 
iv. Effects on the political process 
v. Electoral laws and system 

b. Interest groups, including political action committees (PACs) 
i. The range of interest represented  

ii. The activities of interest groups 
iii. The effects of interest groups on the political process 
iv. The unique characteristics and roles of the PACs in the political process 

c. Mass Media 
i. The functions and structures of the media 

ii. The impact of the media on politics 
 

IV. Institutions: Congress- Presidency- Bureaucracy- Federal Courts (35-45%) 
a. The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of power 
b. Relationships among these four institutions, and varying balances of power 
c. Linkages between institutions and the following: 

i. Public opinion and voters 
ii. Interest groups 

iii. Political parties 
iv. The media 
v. Subnational governments 

 

V. Public Policy (5-15%) 
a. Policy making in a federal system 
b. The formation of policy agendas 
c. The role of institutions in the enactment of policy 
d. The role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementations and interpretation  
e. Linkages between policy processes and the following: 



i. Political institutions and federalism 
ii. Political parties 

iii. Interest groups 
iv. Public opinion 
v. Elections 

vi. Policy networks 
 

VI. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (5-15%) 
a. The development of civil liberties and civil rights by judicial interpretation 
b. Knowledge of substantive rights and liberties 
c. The impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on the constitutional development of rights and liberties 

 
ASSESSMENTS 
 
The course is primarily structured in a lecture-discussion format. Student input will be expected on a daily basis whether it is through 
class discussions, presentations or debates. Students will also be expected to read and take notes on the assigned materials, write 
essays both in and out of the classroom, and research independently outside of class. All written work is due on the assigned day. 
Late work will not receive full credit. Any difficulties completing assessments on time should be communicated immediately. The 
acceptance of late work is at the discretion of the teacher. The course will also include unannounced and announced quizzes.  
 
Scheduled quizzes will either be based on the previous night’s reading or vocabulary terms. Mastery of vocabulary terms is integral to 
successful performance on the AP exam. Tests will consist of M-C (23 minutes) and FRQ (35 minutes). These tests will intentionally 
model the AP exam, in reduced form.  
 
Students will be required to complete assessments for each chapter, which detail the vocabulary terms. Essentially, you will be asked 
to develop a working definition and an example of each critical term. If it is a historical term, it should have who, what where, when 
and why. Additional information will be provided, but be certain that these will serve as an invaluable resource prior to taking the AP 
exam.  
 
The class will also utilize an online Learning Management System, Schoology. This is hosted by St. Thomas More and requires 
registration. Students are expected to follow all rules of internet etiquette and decorum, as well as the school’s Acceptable Use Policy.  
 
Online Discussion Board: 

There will be a discussion board through the Schoology website which you will be required to post on periodically. This is 
done to stimulate discussion on current events and topics we will discuss in class. Your postings should be relevant and 
appropriate. You are also encouraged to post your own questions for the class to discuss.  

 
Flipped Classroom:  

Due to the fast paced nature of an AP course, some of the class notes may be done via the “flipped classroom” model, 
where I will either record (or post a secondary resource) the notes in a 5-7 minute video you are expected to watch before 
class, and then we will be able to get more in-depth during the class period on the assigned topic. Please let me know if you 
will have difficulty accessing the internet and watching YouTube videos from home.  

 
Enrichment: Movie Assignment 

 
Due to the condensed schedule of the class, we will not be able to watch many full length movies in class. However, movies are an 
excellent learning opportunity for students of political science, if supplemented with outside research. Each semester you will have 
the opportunity to watch a movie of your choice, at your convenience.  
This will erase one quiz grade in the gradebook. You are required to get approval of the movie before selecting. Please consult your 
parents before selecting an “R” rated movie or documentary. A list of approved films will be posted to the course Schoology page.  
 
This assignment requires more than simply viewing the film or documentary, either individually or with classmates. You will be asked 
to complete a short paper that includes the following: 

• 1 page summary of the movie’s plot.  

• 8-10 terms from the class that are mentioned or implied in the movie. For each, describe the scene and how the 
movie helped you understand the term. 

• 3-4 questions that you still have about the topic(s) after watching the movie.  
 
 
 



Letter to the Editor Assignment 
 
Students will be required to write one letter to the editor of a major newspaper. These can include the USA Today, New York 
Times, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Chicago Tribune, Washington Post and many others. Your letter should be on the topic of your 
choice. You are to write a 200-300 word letter to the newspaper, giving your thoughts and opinions of a topic that is of concern to 
you. You must include all relevant information, such as Name, Address, Phone Number, etc. To earn credit, you must BCC a copy 
of the email to kgleeson@tmore.org.   
 
This is something you should be thinking about throughout the year as you read the paper and various news outlets. The goal is not 
to complete something the final day of the course, but to be politically active and demonstrate initiative. Letters completed the final 
week of the semester will receive no grade higher than an 80%. 
 

Debating Contemporary American Issues 
 

A schedule for this assessment will take place within the first week of the course. 
 

Objective:  You and your partner have the task of preparing to argue and supporting a position as it relates to two of the following 

6 motions: 

When peaceful policy yields little results, violent protest is necessary to 

force social change.  

Judicial review is undemocratic, and federal judges should be elected 

officials. 

National security includes spying on American citizens.  

Affirmative Action programs are necessary to safeguard equal 

opportunity in both education and employment for minorities. 

Concentrated wealth has stratified American society beyond repair. 

The world requires American military intervention and foreign aid. 

How do we win?  Your goal is to defend your side to the best of your abilities.  You will be graded on how well you use reputable 

evidence to support your side, your ability to defeat the other teams’ arguments, respecting debate decorum, and presenting yourself 

with confidence and class.  The class will vote on who “wins” each debate. 

Format:  Time restrictions for each segment of the debate will be strictly enforced by the teacher.   

1.  Opening Statement (Affirmative – 4 minutes): The affirmative team will present information and statistics in favor of the 

motion.  They may raise questions about the negative position. 

2. Opening Statement (Negative – 4 minutes): The negative team defines the situation, presents reasonable alternatives to the 

motion, and explains the plan for change.  They may raise questions about the affirmative position. 

3. Follow-up Statement (Affirmative – 4 minutes):  The second affirmative speaker restates their position, and addresses 

important questions that have emerged.  Their main task is to attack the plan as opposed by the negative team.  They may 

show that their plan is unreasonable or has unforeseen negative consequences.  Their goal is to discredit the plan for 

changing the motion. 

4. Follow-up Statement (Negative – 4 minutes):  The second negative speaker will summarize the arguments on both sides, 

pointing out the conflicting positions.  They will try to show how their reasoning is superior, presenting a plan of action that 

additionally answers any questions raised by the first affirmative speaker. 

Break (2 minutes) – Time to confer with teammate, compare notes, and make last-minute changes to the rebuttals 

1. Rebuttal Stage (Starts with Negative posing a question- 8-12 minutes):   This will be an open discussion with question and 

answer responses between both teams.   

2. Closing Statement (Negative – 3 minutes):  Respond to the affirmative rebuttal, and conclude with a strong, persuasive 

statement summarizing how your position is more reasonable. 

AFFIRMATIVE Position (agreeing with the motion—

ex. “Yes, unrestricted immigration would improve our 

economy”)  or the 

NEGATIVE Position (disagreeing with the motion – ex. 

“No, unrestricted immigration would not improve our 

economy”) 

Once the topics are assigned, you will cordially talk with the 

team you are debating against to decide which team will 

represent each position. 
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3. Closing Statement (Affirmative – 3 minutes): Respond to the negative rebuttal, and conclude with a strong, persuasive 

statement summarizing how your position is more reasonable. 

4. Q and A- Discussion moderator will pose questions from the audience/notes with the remaining time.  

 

Preparation:  Naturally, you will need to conduct research about your topic that goes beyond superficial facts and theories.  You will 

gather compelling evidence that will be the foundation of your group’s position.  From this evidence, you will prepare a set of 

persuasive arguments designed to convince your peers (and the teacher) that your side is the most logical.  Part of your research 

should include an exploration of the likely arguments your opposition will make, so that you can be prepared to discredit their 

position.  For each debate day, I will state a deadline by which you must submit proof of your research, so that I may 

provide feedback and approval.  Failure to address the feedback (using quality sources, broadening your argument, 

researching the other side) will negatively impact your final grade. 

Scheduling:  The official debate schedule will be determined within the first weeks of the semester.  

Final Notes:   

• Practice your statements with the time restrictions in mind.  There is no margin for error, as we will be holding two debates 

per class period.  You will be cut off when you reach the time limit. 

• Prepare note cards to help you keep track of main ideas and counterarguments you wish to make. 

• Listen carefully to the opposing team and exploit any weak statements they make. 

• Back up your statements.  Anyone can have an opinion, but sound rationale will win this debate for your team. 

• Whether you are listening to the opposing team, or a part of the audience, TAKE NOTES.  It will allow you to respond, 

and vote, more intelligently. 

• Dress like you’re going to win. 

 
Final Exams 

 
Semester 1 will conclude with a written final exam worth 20 percent of the total grade. It will be a similar format as the actual AP 
Exam. Semester 2 will conclude with a research assignment. Note: Subject to change 
 
TEACHER EXPECTATIONS 
This is a college level class in political science. As such, students are expected to act maturely and responsibly as AP students. Due to 
the nature of the class and the vast amount of material involved, students are expected to become learners both IN and OUT of the 
classroom. This means doing reading when it is required and becoming aware of current events and political happenings. It is 
expected that students will read a major news source daily.  
 
In our scheduling it is important that you attend class regularly. Attendance policies will follow those found in STM Student 
Handbook. If you are excusably absent, with prior notification, you will receive makeup privileges. If you are truant, no credit will be 
given for work missed. Tardies will follow the school policy, and those students coming late to class should have a slip from Mrs. 
Janick. If you are tardy by more than 10 minutes, you will be considered unexcused for the day and therefore will receive no credit 
for assignments that day.  
 
 
Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP Exam. Sign-up will be in March. It is your responsibility to sign-up for the AP 
Exam by the necessary deadline. Review sessions and other announcements will take place through the various forms of 
communication available.  
 
 
 
 
 
GRADING POLICY 
The grading policy will follow the guidelines established by the Social Science department of St. Thomas More High School.  
 
Quizzes/Online Discussion- 30% 



Homework- 20%  

Participation- 10% (This references both professionalism and appropriate classroom/digital discourse)  

Unit Tests/Projects/Presentations-40% (Your debate is included in this section) 

The specific allocations (A+, A, A-) are available in the Parent/Student Handbook. 

MAKE UP POLICY 
For daily assignments (other than projects and essays), you have as many days to make up the work as you have been “excused” for 
your absence.  Quizzes and tests must be made up within two school days from the date of absence (regardless if the class meets). 
Students are responsible for scheduling make-ups on their own.  

Remember: I will not pursue you about your missing work. Feel free to collaborate with myself, a classmate, or Schoology to find 
out what you have missed. Students excused for school-sponsored activities will be expected to complete work before the absence 
for the activity. NOTE TO ALL INVOLVED IN EXTRACURRICULARS (which is most of you): Your schedule is especially 
demanding but missed assignments or late work will not be excused. Be responsible. Be MORE. Plan ahead. Obviously, work missed 
as the result of family emergencies/etc. will be given additional time.  

AP Government Unit Online 

Unit Corresponding Text 

1. Constitutional Underpinnings/Federalism Sabato- chapters 1-3 
Canon- chapters 1-3 

2. Institutions of National Government Sabato- chapters 6-9 
Canon- chapters 5-8 

3. Civil Rights, Liberties, Supreme Court Sabato- chapters 4-5 
Canon- chapter 4 

4. Political Beliefs and Behavior Sabato- chapters 10-12 
Canon- chapters 9-10 

5. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media Sabato- chapters 13-15 
Canon- chapters 11-12 

6. Public Policy Sabato- chapters 16-18 
Canon- chapters 13-15 

Note: Additional readings will be assigned for each unit.  

 

 

AP US Government General Outline Syllabus 
Subject to change based on school calendar and unforeseen events 

*Additional assignments to be added and new general outline will be handed out* 
 

 
HW=Homework 
Students should follow the assignment listed on the syllabus, as the course website may not always be updated, unless told otherwise. 
 
 
Week One Constitutional Underpinnings 
 

(08/18)- 1st day of classes, syllabus outlined- Schoology HW: contract sheet signed 
(08/19)-  Summer Reading Assignment due- Class presentations HW: Canon ch 1 

 
Week Two Constitutional Underpinnings 
 

(08/22)- Zinn and Hook Reading, CE Review HW: Discussion questions 
(08/23)- 2016 AP Exam, FRQ examples, HW: text 1-24, Locke reading (Fed 10) 



(08/24)- Locke discussion, HW: ch 1 vocab 
(08/25)- CH 1 Quiz HW: text 28-37 
 

Week Three US and WI Constitutions 
 
(08/31)- Articles of Confederation, Constitutional Convention, CE Review HW: text 37-44, Beard article 

 (09/01)- Federalist Papers, Constitution Overview, HW: ch 2 vocab 
 (09/02)- Chapter 2 MC Quiz, Constitution Notes, HW: Constitution Study Guide 
 (09/03)- Constitution Notes, HW: Constitution Study Guide continued 
 (09/04)- Constitution Notes Continued, HW: WI Government Packet 
 
Week Four Federalism 
 
 (09/08)- Wisconsin Constitution, CE Review HW: US and WI Packets due Friday 
 (09/10)- US and WI Constitution Test, HW: None 
 (09/11)- US and WI Constitution Test Cont., HW: text 62-70 
  
Week Five Federalism 
 
 (09/14)- Federalism Intro, CE Review  
 (09/15)- Federalism Power, HW: Gordon article, text 502-506  
 (09/16)- HW: text 71-79, 495-502 Federalism Court Case 
 (09/17)- HW: text 79-86, ch 3 vocabulary 
 (09/18)- Unit One Exam   
 
Week Six  Congress 
 
 (09/22)- FRQ Tourney, Congress Intro, CE Review HW: 168-178, Mayhew article 
 (09/23)- Mayhew Discussion, HW: 179-194 
 (09/24)- Pork Barrel Legislation, HW: 195-200 
 
Week Seven Congress 
 
 (09/28)- Lawmaking Notes, CE Review HW: Filibuster 
 (09/30)- Filibuster Discussion, Bill to Law HW: 525-531, Budget Video 
 (10/01)- Budget Activity, HW: ch 5 vocabulary 
Week Eight Congress/Presidency 
 
 (10/05)- Congress Quiz, CE Review HW: text 204-212, Barber article 
 (10/06)- Barber Discussion, HW: text 212-220 
 (10/07)- Evolving Presidency Discussion, HW: Presidency articles- what makes a good president? 
 (10/08)- Presidential Exploration Assignment, HW: PEA 
 (10/09)- Presidential Exploration Assignment, HW: PEA, Mayer Article, War Powers Act 562-570 
 
Week Nine Presidency 
  
 (10/12)- War Powers Act Discussion, CE Review HW: PEA, VP article text 229-232 
 (10/13)- DEBATE #1-Presidential Power, HW: Unit Two Exam Prep 
 (10/15)- Presidential Exploration Assignment due, HW: U2 Exam Prep 
 (10/16)- Half Day- U2 Exam Prep 
 
Week Ten  Bureaucracy 
  
 (10/19)- Unit Two Quiz, HW: text 236-244 
 (10/20)- Bureaucracy Intro, CE Review  HW: 244-250, Light article 
 (10/21)- Light Discussion, HW: 532-535 
 (10/22)- Agents of Bureaucracy, HW: text 251-160, 506-511, ch 7 vocabulary 
 (10/23)- Bureaucracy Quiz, HW: 264-271 
 
Week Eleven  Executive/Bureaucracy 



  
 (10/26)- Half Day- Cabinet Intro, CE Review, HW: Agency Breakdown 
 (10/27)- Cabinet Exploration, Bureaucratic Agencies, HW: Cabinet  
 (10/29)- Cabinet Exploration, Contemporary Issue, HW: Cabinet 
 (10/30)- Cabinet Presentation Begin, HW: Cabinet 
 
Week Twelve Bureaucracy/Judicial   
  
 (11/02)- Cabinet Presentation Finish, CE ReviewHW: Judicial Reading 
 (11/03)- Judicial Intro, CE Review, HW: Judicial Breakdown  
 (11/04)- Judicial Overview, HW: Judicial Appointments Video, 271-282 
 (11/05)- Judicial Appointments, HW: 282- 290 
  
Week Thirteen Judicial 
 
 (11/09)- How a case gets to the Supreme Court, CE Review HW: Posner article, text 290-296 
 (11/11)- Supreme Court Brief- Analysis, HW: SCB,  
 (11/12)- Landmark SC Cases, SCB HW: SCB, Landmark Analysis 
 (11/13)- Landmark Judicial Notes, SCB, HW: SCB 
 
Week Fourteen Judicial 
  
 (11/16)- Landmark SC Cases, SCB, HW: SCB 
 (11/17)- Landmark SC Cases, SCB, HW: SCB 
 (11/18)- SCB due, Contemp. Jud Concerns, Debate Prep, HW: Cont. Cases 
 (11/19)- DEBATE # 2-Judicial Review, HW: Review Unit Exam  
 
Week Fifteen  Judicial 
  
 (11/23)- Unit 2 Exam- Part One (MC) 
 (11/24)- Unit 2 Exam – Part Two (FRQ) 
Week Sixteen Civil Liberties 
  
 (11/30)- Unit 2 Exam Review, Civil Liberties Intro text, CE Review HW: 90-96 
 (12/01)- Selective Incorporation Notes, HW: Engel v. Vitale, text 96-100 
 (12/02)- Engel Discussion, HW: 106-116 
 (12/03)- Moot Court Prep, HW: Gideon v. Wainright 
 (12/04)- DEBATE # 3- National Security 
 
Week Seventeen Civil Liberties 
  
 (12/08)- Rights of the Accused, HW: Moot Court Prep, text 116-122 
 (12/09)- Moot Court TBA, HW: Moot Court opinions, ch 4 vocabulary 
 (12/10)- Moot Court finish, HW: Moot Court opinions 
 
Week Eighteen Civil Liberties 
  
 (12/14)- Ch 4 Quiz, text, 126-135 
 (12/15)- Semester Exam Review, HW: Review for Final 
 (12/16)- Semester Exam Review, HW: Review for Final  
 (12/17)- Semester Exam Review, HW: Review for Final 
 
Week Nineteen Exams Week 
  
 (12/21)- AP Government Fall Final Exam, HW: 135-164 
 
Week Twenty Civil Rights 
 
 (01/05)- Movie, TBA, HW: 135-164 
 (01/06)- Movie, TBA, HW: 135-164 



 (01/07)- Movie, TBA, HW: 135-164 
 (01/08)- Movie, TBA, HW: 135-164 
 
Week Twenty-One Civil Rights 
  
 (01/11)- Civil Rights Intro, CE Review HW: ch 5 vocabulary 
 (01/12)- Title IX Discussion, HW: Affirmative Action Case 
 (01/13)- DEBATE # 4-Affirmative Action, HW: Review for Unit 4 Exam  
 (01/15)- Affirmative Action Discussion, HW: Review for Unit 4 Exam 
 
Week Twenty-Two Public Opinion/Political Parties 
  
 (01/18)- Unit Three Exam, HW: 300-315 
 (01/19)- Public Opinion Intro, HW: 315-322 
 (01/20)- Polling Analysis, HW: 326-337, ch 10 vocabulary 
 (01/21)- Parties Intro, HW: Mayhew article, 337-347 
 (01/22)- Mayhew discussion, HW: Broader article 
 
Week Twenty-Three Parties/Elections 
 
 (01/25)- Broader discussion, HW: 347-352 
 (01/27)- 3rd parties, HW: ch 11 vocabulary, Review for Unit Exam  
 (01/28)- Unit Four Exam, HW: 356-362 
 (01/29)- Election Notes, HW: 363-368 
 
Week Twenty-Four- SENIOR SERVICE WEEK, HW: TBA 
 
Week Twenty-Five Elections 
  

(02/08)- Primaries/Caucuses, CE Review HW: Caucus Prep 
(02/09)- 2016 Iowa Caucus, HW: 368-371 
(02/10)- Gerrymandering game, HW: Canon Discussion 
(02/11)- Canon Discussion, HW: 372-386 

 
Week Twenty-Six Elections 
  
 (02/15)- Voter Behavior, CE Review HW: Political Participation Reading 
 (02/16)- Political Participation Discussion, HW: None 
 (02/17)- DEBATE # 5- Concentrated Wealth 
 (02/19)- Debate Wrap-Up, Election reading 390-400 
 
Week Twenty-Seven Elections 
 
 (02/22)- Living Room Candidate, HW: Debate Prep 
 (02/23)- Campaign Finance Notes, HW: 401-420 
 (02/24)- Campaign Finance Discussion, HW: Campaign Finance article 
 (02/25)- Ch 13 vocabulary and Review, HW: Review for Unit Six Exam 
 
Week Twenty-Eight Media/Interest Groups 
 
 (02/29)- Unit Five Exam, HW: 424-439 
 (03/01)- Media Intro, CE Review, HW: Mutz article, 439-448 
 (03/02)- Interest Group Intro, HW: 458-470, Sabato article 
 (03/03)- Sabato Discussion, HW: 470-476, 570 
 (03/04)- Interest Group Research Project, HW: IG project 
 
Week Twenty-Nine Media/Interest Groups 
 
 (03/07)- Interest Group Research Project, HW: IG Project, TYFS Permission 
 (03/08)- Interest Group Project Due, Begin TYFS 



 (03/09)- TYFS Continue 
 (03/10)- TYFS Finish, Analysis Assignment 
 (03/11)- TYFS Assignment due 
 
Week Thirty Public Policy 
 
 (03/14)- DEBATE # 6- American intervention 
 (03/15)- Government and Society, HW: David C John reading 
 (03/16)- Government and the Economy, HW: Canon ch 13 
 (03/17)- Social Security Discussion, HW: Intelligence Square transcript 
 (03/18)- Globalization Policy Discussion, HW: Health Care Reform Article 
 
Week Thirty-One  Foreign Policy and World Politics 
 
 (03/21)- Health Care Discussion, HW: Soros/Sutherland Article  
 (03/22)- Comparative Analysis and Discussion, HW: Dangerous Place article 
 (03/23)—Policy wrap-up, HW: Government Simulation assigned 
 
Week Thirty-Two  Summative Government Simulation  
 (04/04)- Preparation Day- Gov Sim, HW: Prepare for Role 
 (04/05)- Day One In class Gov Sim, HW: Day One Analysis 
 (04/06)- Day Two In-class Gov Sim, HW: Day Two Analysis 
 (04/07)- Day Three In-class Gov Sim, HW: Day Three Analysis 
 (04/08)- In- Class Assessment, Write-up on Gov Sim, HW: Begin AP Exam Prep Questions  
 
Week Thirty-Three Course Review 
  
 (04/11)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (04/12)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (04/14)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 
Week Thirty-Four Course Review 
 
 (4/18)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (4/19)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (4/20)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (4/21)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (4/22)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 
Week Thirty-Five Course Review 
  
 (4/25)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (4/26)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (4/27)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (4/28)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 
Week Thirty-Six Course Review 
 
 (4/25)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (4/27)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (4/28)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (4/29)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 
Week Thirty-Seven Course Review 
  
 (05/02)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (05/03)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (05/04)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 (05/05)- AP Exam Prep Questions 
 



Week Thirty-Eight EXAM WEEK 
  
 (05/09)- Final Review Session 
 (05/10)- AP American Government and Politics Exam  
 
Note: There will be changes made to this schedule throughout the year to accommodate the depth of topics covered. All updates 
will be made and posted to Schoology website.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scoring Components  

• SC1 The course provides instruction in constitutional underpinnings of United States Government.   

• SC2 The course provides instruction in Political Beliefs, Political Behaviors, and Elections. 

•  SC3 The course provides instruction in Interest Groups.  

•  SC4 The course provides instruction in Political Parties.  

•  SC5 The course provides instruction in Mass Media.  

• SC6 The course provides instruction in Institutions of National Government.  

• SC7 The course provides instruction in Public Policy and Public Policy Areas.  

• SC8 The course provides instruction in Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.  

• SC9 The course provides students with practice analyzing and interpreting data.  

•  SC10 The course provides students with practice analyzing information relevant to US government and politics. 

• SC11 The course includes supplemental readings, including primary source materials (such as the Federalist Papers).  

• SC12 The course includes supplemental readings, including contemporary news analyses that strengthen student 
understanding of the curriculum. 

•  SC13 The course requires students to answer analytical and interpretive free response questions on a frequent basis.  
 

Reading Assignments and Course Calendar  
 
Topic One Foundations of American Government: What is the purpose of government? What was the founders’ view of the 
purpose of government and the role of the citizen in the American Republic? Are these views still relevant today? In what ways does 
the Constitution underpin U.S. government? The concept of checks and balances was a novel idea in the 18th century. Why? How 
does Madison’s concept of checks and balances challenge popular understanding of Montesquieu’s theory of separation of powers?  
Define the following concepts: democratic theory, republicanism, pluralist theory, majoritarianism, and the elitist theory.  
 
Topic Two Federalism: Why did the Anti-Federalists fear this new system? Referring back to the questions from the last unit, does 
this new system strengthen or weaken the concept of separation of powers? Why or why not? What are the powers of state and local 
governments in an era of “new federalism” and devolution? What influence should the federal government have over state and local 
issues such as education, affirmative action, abortion, and the environment?  
 
Topic Three Political Socialization and Identity: How do we come by our political beliefs? What are the sources of public opinion? 
What is “political culture,” and is there a unique American political culture? What is the “political spectrum”? How do these political 
beliefs define who we are as citizens? What does it mean to be a citizen? [SC2] What is the role of the citizen in a civil society? Which 
citizens vote and why? What is the relationship between individual rights and the needs of the larger community? Is democracy in 
America healthy and viable today?  
 
Topic Four Mass Movement Politics: Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Movement Politics: What is the difference between 
a Democrat and a Republican? Are there other options beyond these two choices? Political parties and interest groups are not 
mentioned in the Constitution, yet they play a critical role. How? Why? Do they serve our democracy or are they an obstacle? How 
do interest groups influence government decisions and policy making? [SC3] & [SC4]  
 



Topic Five Campaigns and Elections: Is this the best system to develop and select leaders? Are citizens well served by the current 
process? [SC2]  
Elections: How are candidates selected to run for office? What role is played by party organizations, PACs, and money generally in 
campaigns? What roles do these groups play in the electoral process? What role should they play? Should the present campaign 
system be overhauled and reformed? [SC4] 
 
 Topic Six Campaigns and Elections: Is this the best system to develop and select leaders? Are citizens well served by the current 
process? Media: What role do the media play in elections and shaping public opinion? Is the media an impartial observer or an active 
participant in political elections and in the formation of public policy? [SC5]  
 
Topic Seven Public Policy and the Institutions of National Governance: Congress: How is public policy made? Does the system 
work as intended? Does the system work for citizens today? How does Congress represent and reflect the interest and desires of the 
nation? Is Congress representative of the nation as a whole? Is this the most efficient and effective way to make policy? Compare 
and contrast the makeup and operations of the House and Senate. How has Congress’s role in policy formulation changed over time 
in relation to the other branches? [SC6] & [SC7]  
 
Topic Eight Public Policy and the Instruments of National Governance: Judiciary: How is public policy made? Does the system 
work as intended? Does the system work for citizens today? What role do the courts play in interpreting the Constitution and 
implementing public policy? Are the courts “guilty,” as some critics charge, of supplanting the legislative and executive branches by 
legislating from the bench? What is the proper role for the judicial branch in the public policy process? What is the evolving 
relationship between the courts and civil rights? [SC6] & [SC7]  
 
Topic Nine Public Policy and the Instruments of National Governance: Bureaucracy: How is public policy made? Does the system 
work as intended? Does the system work for citizens today? What are the specific issues addressed in public policy making? Define 
an iron triangle. Does it exist, and if so, how does it influence policy implementation? Who controls the bureaucracy: The president? 
Congress? The people? Does a largely permanent professional bureaucracy serve democracy? [SC7]  
 
Topic Ten Case Studies in Public Policy: Who sets policy agendas for our nation? [SC10] How does federalism affect public policy? 
Students will research each policy area and give presentations on the following policy areas:  

1. The Economy: How is the federal budget made? How is monetary policy different from fiscal policy? What is the “global 
economy”? How does the global economy influence U.S. policy generally and you specifically? 2. Social Policy: What are 
subsidies and entitlements? What is the proper role for government in social issues such as education, welfare, and crime? 3. 
U.S. Foreign Policy: What role should the United States play in the world? What is, and what should be, our relationship 
with the United Nations?  

 
Topic Eleven Civil Liberties and Civil Rights: What constitutes free speech? How does the national Bill of Rights apply to states? Do 
the courts “legislate from the bench”? [SC8] 1. Freedom of Speech, the Press, and Assembly: What forms of speech are protected? 
How is the First Amendment affected in times of crisis? 2. Religion: What constitutes “establishment”? What are the limits of “free 
exercise”? Due this week: Burns, Chapter 16 Woll, Chapter 3: “The Need to Maintain a Free Marketplace of Ideas,” pp. 113–119 
Woll, Chapter 3: “Engle v. Vitale,” “Zelman v. Simmons-Harris,” pp. 134–145 Week Fourteen Civil Liberties and Civil Rights: What 
is “equal protection” under the law? How does the national Bill of Rights apply to states? Do the courts “legislate from the bench”? 
1. Life, Liberty, and Property: What is procedural due process? Is there a right to privacy? What do property rights mean in relation 
to community interests? 2. Equal Protection and the Fourteenth Amendment: How has the interpretation of the equal protection 
clause changed over time? How have laws like the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and affirmative action 
influenced our understanding of the clause? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following page is to be completed and submitted for credit, on Monday, August 28th.  
 
 
 

Parent/Guardian Information 
 
Student Name:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name(s):_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Phone Number:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Email Address:________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Student and Parent/Guardian Contract Sheet (10 Points) 
 
I verify that I have read and agree to comply with the expectations listed on the course syllabus. 
 

My goal is to get a  
 

 

 

 



 

 

on the AP United States 

Government and Politics Exam. 

I will work hard, and to the best of my ability, to meet my goal.  

 

Student Name:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Signature:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:______________________________________________________________________ 

Date:______________________________ 


