
 
 AP Psychology 

Mr. Idstein 
Room 351 

Pidstein@tmore.org 
 

Syllabus 
The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the 

behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the 

psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within 

psychology. They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and 

practice. This course is intended to help students become contributing members of an introductory 

collegiate psychology course and to provide preparation for the Advanced Placement College Board 

Exam in the spring of the year. To be successful in this course, students must employ a strong work ethic 

and a commitment to independent reading and studying with college level texts. 

Exam Date- May 7, Noon 

. 
 
Supplies 

 Laptop computer everyday with charger 

 E-book Text: Myers, David G. Myers’ Psychology for AP. 2nd Ed. New York: BFW/Worth 
Publishers, 2014.  

 Folder/binder & notebook for this class 

 Pens- blue or black 

 Pencils- for scan-tron tests only 
 
Class Expectations 

 Respect your self, your classmates, and your school 

 Turn in all work on time 

 Participate in class. Ask questions, voice your opinion,  

 Discuss with me any problems, concerns, etc. you may have for the class 
 
Class Rules 

 Be on time 

 Be prepared for class- physically and mentally 

 Be respectful 

 The inability to follow class rules will lead to after class discussions, parent contacts, and 
meeting with the assistant principal. 

 

mailto:Pidstein@tmore.org


1st  Semester Availability 

 I am available to meet at the following times throughout the day, please notify me ahead of 
time if you plan to meet via email or signup sheet on my door: 

o Before school- 7:15-7:50am (email if you would like to meet earlier) 
o E Hour (Room 154), H Hour, Lunch/Study 
o After school until 4:00pm (once fall sports season is complete) 

 Do not hesitate to talk to me at any point during the year regarding subject material, your 
grade, or any other issue that you may have. 

 
Grades 

 Semester grades will follow the STM 40/40/20 format 

 Students may not exempt the final exam 

 Because this is an AP class, students are expected to complete the AP exam in May. Students 
who complete the AP exam will have a research project for their second semester final exam. 
Students who do not complete the AP exam will have a cumulative AP-style exam for their 
second semester final exam.  

 Quarter grades will be based on total points earned divided by total points possible within the 
following categories 

o Tests (c. 1 per unit PLUS cumulative exam each quarter)  50% 
o Quiz & Assignments (In-class and homework)   50% 

 Roughly all units will be equal in point value though some may be worth more 

 Per department policy: Extra Credit assignments will not be made available. Certain 
assignments may have the opportunity to make corrections and revisions to earn points back. 
Take care of your education throughout the semester and turn work in on time.  

 Per department policy: Assignments will be due at explicit times and days. Assignments turned 
in up to one day late may receive up to 50% credit. Assignments turned in later than one day 
past the due date will not receive any credit. 

 Computer problems is NOT an excuse for turning work in late. Back up all files on the cloud 
and/or a Flash drive. If you have computer issues communicate to me ASAP. Your e-book is 
available both with and without internet access.  

 
Absences 

 Assignments assigned prior to an absence are due the day that a student returns from an 
absence. 

 Quizzes and tests must be made up within two school days from the date of absence (regardless 
if the class meets). Students are responsible for scheduling make-ups on their own. 

 All prior scheduled absences (extra-curriculars and vacations) must be communicated to the 
teacher by the student prior to the absence. Emails from coaches, the athletic director, or club 
moderator are not considered communication by the student. All assignments must still be 
turned in on time. Assessments will be re-scheduled at the teacher’s discretion (this includes 
taking a test or quiz before you leave). 

 It is the student’s responsibility for understanding the material that they missed. Borrow class 
notes from another student. Ask me specific questions about material that you do not 
understand. Do not ask me for class notes.  

 Please email me if you miss class to find out if we had a quiz and/or what homework was. Check 
schoology as well. 

 



Academic Honesty 

 All forms of academic dishonesty result in a zero for the assignment, test, etc. 

 All forms of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Assistant principal (Dean of Students) 
for additional disciplinary measures. 

 Please see  the attached page for clarifications on cheating. 
 
What AP Psychology Looks Like:  
 
Course Outline 
Semester 1 

 Unit 1: History & Approaches & Unit 2: Research Methods 

 Unit 3: Biological Bases for Behavior 

 Unit 4: Sensation & Perception 

 Unit 5: Learning 

 Unit 6: Cognition 

 Unit 7: Consciousness 

 Unit 8: Testing & Individual Differences 
 
Semester 2 

 Unit 9: Social Psychology  

 Unit 10: Motivation & Emotion 

 Unit 11: Developmental Psychology  

 Unit 12: Personality 

 Unit 13: Abnormal Psychology 

 Unit 14: Treating Abnormal Behavior 
 
Weekly Expectations 

 Complete daily readings prior to class with notes ready for discussion 

 Take a quiz (multiple choice and writing) on  reading from the textbook 

 Participate in class discussions, collaborate with classmates on various projects  

 Progress through each unit building towards each assessment  

 Prior to each unit, students will receive a unit outline with all necessary dates for readings, 
assignments, and assessments.  

 
AP Exam Breakdown:   

 100 Multiple Choice Questions- 70 minutes- 66.6% of Exam Score 
o Define and explain content from  a range of course topics 
o Apply skills of comparison and interpretation to course concepts, theories, scientific 

methods 

 2 Free Response Questions- 50 minutes- 33.3% of Exam Score 
o Analyze a unique scenario using concepts from different theoretical frameworks or sub 

domains in the field. 
o Design, analyze, or critique a research study.  

Please sign the acknowledgment form handed out in class and return by Friday, August 24. 
 



What is Considered Cheating and Plagiarism? 

According to the St. Thomas More Parent & Student Handbook, cheating is “copying the work of 

another student…and using someone else’s ideas or answers.” Plagiarism is using another person’s 

words or ideas for your own without proper citation or credit given. The following is a non-exhaustive 

list of examples for academic dishonesty:   

• copying or paraphrasing anything from the Internet without giving credit; 

• copying or paraphrasing anything from text books and novels without giving credit; 

• copying or paraphrasing another student’s words and ideas and passing it off as your own; 

• allowing another student to copy your work or giving your work to another student; 

• purchasing any papers, essays, worksheets, etc. and passing them off as your own; 

• sharing test questions and or answers to another student in or outside of the class; 

• informing other students from other classes of pop quizzes and questions on said pop quizzes; 

• taking pictures of tests, quizzes, or homework and sharing this information with other students; 

• sharing answers to any assessment (test, quizzes, and homework) via phone, email, or social 
media or through personal conversation; 

• unauthorized use of “cheat sheets” or any other form of aid; 

• having parents, siblings, friends, etc. complete the work for you; 

• willingly complete the work for someone else; 

• distribution of tests, quizzes, and homework to other students; 

• looking at other people’s tests or quizzes during testing times; 

• using unapproved devices such as phones during tests and quizzes and; 

• using translator pens inappropriately and without formal permission. 
 

Collaboration or Cheating? 

Collaboration is a discussion where brainstorming occurs, thus stimulating one’s own thoughts through 

the process of dialogue. Though there may be one correct answer or an overlap of ideas, individual 

student responses on particular assignments (homework, papers, etc.) should reflect the student’s own 

ideas in their own words and voices. Submitting one group member’s ideas and words as each 

individual’s work in the group is cheating. 

 

 

Any person caught cheating or plagiarizing will suffer the consequences as laid out on page 18 and 19 in 
the Parent & Student Handbook. 
 


