
St. Thomas More High School

An Introduction to the 
Advanced Placement Program®



STM is committed to every student’s success.

We believe access to rigorous course work such as Advanced Placement® (AP®) 
plays an important role in that success.
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What Are Advanced Placement® 
Courses?



• AP® courses are college-level courses offered in high school

• Courses reflect what is taught in top introductory college courses

• Students take AP Exams at the end of the course, measuring their mastery of 
college-level work

• A score of 3 or higher on an AP Exam can typically earn students college credit 
and/or placement into advanced courses in college 

Advanced Placement ®: The Basics



• Arts: Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio, Studio Art: 2-D Design Portfolio, Studio Art: 3-D Design 
Portfolio

• English: English Language and Composition, English Literature and Composition

• History and Social Sciences: Microeconomics, Psychology, United States Government and 
Politics, United States History 

• Mathematics and Computer Science: Calculus AB, Statistics

• Sciences: Biology, Physics 1: Algebra-based

• World languages: Spanish Language and Culture

Our AP® Courses



AP®: The Benefits



• Students learn rigorous college-level content and skills

• Taking AP is valued in the college admission process

• AP courses are interesting and rewarding academic 
experiences

• Opportunity to earn valuable credit and placement in 
college

 AP®: The Benefits



• 85% of selective colleges and universities report that a student’s AP experience 
favorably impacts admission decisions*

• Colleges rank grades in college-preparatory courses and strength of curriculum 
as the two top factors in the admission decision

• AP courses tell college admission officials that students are challenging 
themselves and preparing for the rigors they'll encounter in their college 
careers

• *Unpublished institutional research, Crux Research Inc., March 2007

AP® from the College Admissions Perspective



• Taking an AP course helps students build critical thinking skills, confidence, and 
the essential time management and study skills needed for college success

• Nationally, research shows that students who score a 3 or higher on an AP Exam 
typically earn higher grade point averages in college and have higher graduation 
rates than their non-AP peers*

*2009, The College Board, “The Relationship Between AP Exam Performance and College Outcomes"

AP®: Skills & Advantages that Last a Lifetime



• Students who take AP courses and exams are much more likely to complete a 
college degree on time.* Graduating in four years represents a significant 
savings on the cost of college.

• Only 1 in 4 college students completes a bachelor’s degree in 4 years.

• The average cost of college for a single year is $23,410** for in-state schools 
(tuition, fees, room/board, misc. expenses). 

*College Outcomes Comparisons by AP and Non-AP High School Experiences, The College Board, 2008 
**The College Board, Trends in College Pricing 2014, Figure 1

AP® Helps Students Graduate on Time & Save Money



AP® Exams



AP® Exams

AP Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set dates in May each year. 

• Exams are typically 2–3 hours and include:

• Multiple-choice questions

• Free-response items such as essays, problem solving, 
document-based questions and oral response



• The exam fee for 2017 is $93 per exam.

• Assistance is available for eligible students with financial need.

AP® Exam Fees



What is it like to take AP®?



AP® Myths & Realities 

Myth Reality

AP courses are for students who always get good 
grades.

AP courses are for any students who are academically 
prepared and motivated to take college-level courses.

AP courses are too stressful. It's no secret that AP courses are challenging. But the 
support you receive from your classmates and teachers 
can help you manage the workload.

I don't think I will score high enough on the AP 
Exam to get college credit.

You don’t need to score a 5. Many colleges grant credit 
— and placement as well — based on a 3 or higher on 
an AP Exam.

Taking AP courses could hurt my GPA. AP courses at STM receive a weighted GPA — if you 
have a B- or higher. 
Taking AP courses shows colleges that you’re willing to 
challenge yourself academically.



Next Steps: Help Your Child
Make the Best Choices



Help your child prepare to talk to a teacher or counselor about AP.  Here are some questions to 
encourage your child to think about:

What AP course is right for me? 

Before you talk to a teacher or counselor, think about what interests you:

• Which courses do you enjoy most in school? In which subjects do you excel?

• What college majors are you considering? What careers excite you?

Ask your counselor or teacher the following questions:

• In which AP courses at our school am I likely to do well?

• Are there other courses that can help me succeed in AP or prepare me for college and careers?

What steps do I need to take? 

• What is our school’s enrollment deadline?

• May I speak with a student who has taken an AP course?

• Are there study groups or people who can offer help if I need it?

• What can I do next to help me prepare for AP? 

AP®: Start the Conversation



• AP information: apstudent.collegeboard.org

• College and Career Planning: bigfuture.org

• Personalized feedback, practice and college planning based on your 
PSAT/NMSQT® results: My College QuickStart™ 
www.collegeboard.org/quickstart

• AP credit policy information from colleges and universities: 
www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy

AP®: Resources Worth Exploring for Students and Families 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home
http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org
http://www.collegeboard.org/quickstart
http://www.collegeboard.org/quickstart
http://www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy
http://www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy


Available
 Courses at STM



• Three-Dimensional Design
• Two-Dimensional Design
• Drawing
• Students will submit 24 works digitally for one of the three 

portfolios
• Works made over the course of each semester
• 3 parts to the portfolio: Quality, Breadth, Concentration
• Quality works sent in for 2-D and Drawing, 3-D is photographed
• Sketchbook handed in weekly
• 1-3 pieces critiqued weekly

AP Studio Art



• Focuses of this course:
• We only work with nonfiction writing of various forms:

• Speeches, letters, essays, books, etc.
• Identification, analysis, and use of rhetoric
• Writing for various purposes including argument, analysis, and 

persuasion
• This class relies on strong writing skills, argument skills, and 

analysis skills and the aim of the course is improving those skills.
• Requirements:

• Anyone is able to apply with current English Teacher’s 
recommendation

• Anyone with a B or higher in Honors American Literature will not 
need to interview unless suggested by teacher recommendation

AP Language and Composition



• Focus of this course:
• We work mainly with fictions works. 

• Novels, short stories, poems, and plays
• Explore how literature can be used to achieve a particular goal 

• Focus on how authors use rhetorical devices and language to accomplish 
these goals. 

• Develop critical thinking and analytical skills

•  Requirements:
• If already accepted in AP program: You must have the current AP Language 

and Composition teacher sign off.
• If not accepted in AP program yet: Anyone is a eligible but must get 

current teacher’s recommendation and go through the complete 
application and interview process.

AP Literature and Composition



● Requirements
○ Needs to have successfully completed 

Honors PreCalculus
● Main Topics

○ Limits
○ Derivatives
○ Integrals

● Needs to have strong Algebra and 
Trigonometric skills

AP Calculus AB



• Students eligible to take AP Statistics will have successfully 
completed Algebra 2 with Trig. and be enrolled in the AP 
Program.

• AP Statistics focuses on experimental design, describing data, 
probability and numeric and categorical inference.

• The successful AP Statistics student will: be highly motivated, 
possess good critical thinking skills, keep up with assigned 
reading, have good reading comprehension and be able to 
communicate clearly.

• Statistics is arguably the most applicable branch of 
mathematics; every question we deal with in class is 
application-based.

AP Statistics



• Students eligible to take AP Biology will have 
successfully completed both Biology and Chemistry 
with a grade of B or higher

• Content includes molecular biology, genetics, 
biological systems and energy.

• Focus is on laboratory based investigations and 
recognizing the unifying themes that occur 
throughout biology and the other sciences.  
Important science practices are emphasized such as 
questioning, inquiry, and evaluating evidence.

AP Biology



• Content topics include:
Kinematics (motion)
Dynamics (forces)
Energy, momentum and conservation laws
Waves and sound
Simple linear electrical circuits

• Focus on concepts and reasoning rather than “plugging and 
chugging”

• Need strong algebra skills, co-requisites include honors 
advanced algebra or AP Calculus

AP Physics



• New AP Course, one semester

• Prerequisite: All semester grades in US History and World 
History at or above 80%  

• Assessment: Weekly quizzes, readings and unit tests

• Topics:  
• I. Basic Economic Concepts 
• II.The Nature and Functions of Product Markets
• III. Factor Markets 
• IV. Market Failure and the Role of Government

AP Microeconomics



• Prerequisite: All semester grades in US History and World History at 
or above 80%  

• Assessments: 
• Weekly quizzes on textbook reading
• In-class discussions, demonstrations, behavior analysis 
• AP-style Unit exams: Multiple Choice & Free-Response Question

• Topics:
• History, Research Methods, Biological Bases for Behavior
• Sensation and Perception, Learning, Cognition, Consciousness
• Social Psychology, Motivation and Emotion, Developmental 

Psychology
• Personality, Testing and Individual Differences, Abnormal 

Psychology

AP Psychology



• Prerequisites: All semester grades in US History and World History at or 
above 80%  

• Assessments: 
• Weekly quizzes on each textbook chapter
• In-class discussions and analysis assignments
• AP-style Unit exams: Stimulus Multiple choice, short answer, DBQ Essay

 
• Years of Study: 

• 1491-Present

• Themes: 
• Identity Work Exchange, Technology Peopling Politics & Power
• America in the World Environment & Geography Ideas, Beliefs, 

Culture

AP United States History



• Prerequisite: All semester grades in US History and World History at 
or above 80% 

• Assessments: Weekly quizzes and nightly reading should be 
expected

• Topics:  

I.                 Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government (5-15%)
II.                Political Beliefs and Behaviors (10-20%)
III.               Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media (10-20%)
IV.               Institutions: Congress-Presidency-Bureaucracy-Federal Courts (35-45%)
V.                Public Policy (5-15%)
VI.               Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (5-15%)

AP United States Government and Politics



● Advanced reading, writing, listening and 
speaking revolves around the six themes 
of the Spanish Language and Culture 
exam.

● The class is conducted completely in 
Spanish. 

● Students are expected to speak Spanish.

AP Spanish



• Applications available tonight

• APPLICATION DUE DATE: 1/20/17 (next Friday!)

• Interview Sign-up in Student Services 

• Take interview seriously

• Dress professionally

Explore AP®: Take the Next Step



Questions and Answers


