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Course Description: (as stated in the course handbook) 

Per the description from the College Board, Junior AP Language and Composition:  

 

The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to an introductory 

college-level rhetoric and writing curriculum, which requires students to develop 

evidence-based analytic and argumentative essays that proceed through several 

stages or drafts. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support their 

arguments. Throughout the course, students develop a personal style by making 

appropriate grammatical choices. Additionally, students read and analyze the 

rhetorical elements and their effects in non-fiction texts, including graphic images 

as forms of text, from many disciplines and historical periods.  

 

At St. Thomas More, AP Language and Composition will utilize texts from the British and American tradition 

along with other global texts. In addition, this course will have some alignment with the AP United States 

History course. Also, students in AP Language and Composition will apply their knowledge and reading of all 

literary and non-fiction texts in an ongoing study to become more skilled writers of rhetoric and persuasion, 

utilizing and polishing every step of the writing process. Students should be prepared for a heavier reading and 

writing workload. Finally, students will prepare for the AP Language and Composition test at the end of the 

school year. 

 

General Course Goals: 

• Become comfortable reading analytically, analyzing, and responding to various forms of nonfiction 

rhetoric including nonfiction books, essays, newspaper articles, scholarly journals, political cartoons, 

visual media, speeches, literary letters, and more. 

• Develop awareness of current events and social issues in society throughout history to modern day and 

use that knowledge to help develop informed and educated opinions and arguments. 

• Expand writing abilities to become writers with the ability to synthesize, rhetorically analyze, and argue 

(as per the three essays on the AP test) in a cohesive and successful manner with a distinctive voice and 

concrete command of language. 

• Learn how to conduct research in order to find primary and secondary sources that will be effective and 

beneficial to supplement (not replace or be the entire basis of) the students’ arguments, positions, and/or 

opinions. 

• Develop coherent, informed, and intelligent arguments/opinions and the ability to communicate those 

arguments and opinions through speech, both in a formal and informal manner. 

• Become adept in the skills of rhetoric, grammar, vocabulary, voice, and style in both writing and 

speaking when presenting an argument, position, or opinion on a topic. 
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General Course Expectations: 

Due to the accelerated nature of this course, expectations for students will also be accelerated. 

• Students are expected to respect their peers, themselves, and myself, both in person and property.  This 

class will deal with topics and issues that at times might be controversial and potentially uncomfortable 

to deal with.  It is imperative for the success of the class and students that respect for differing opinions 

and arguments are cultivated.  The skill of civil argument will be crucial to develop and must be 

employed by every single student. 

• Students are expected to participate in conversations and discussions.  A majority of this class will 

require students to develop opinions and arguments and analyze others’ arguments and opinions.  This 

will only be done successfully through full participation by all students.  This is not a class to be silent 

in. 

• Students are expected to seek out help and answers when they have questions or are confused.  This is 

meant to be a college-level course, and therefore students are solely responsible for requesting any help 

they need in order to be successful. 

• Students are expected to be preparing for the A.P. test through the in-class practices but also through 

outside practice.  The A.P. council suggests that students start earnest studying for each A.P. test at least 

six months previous to the test.  Therefore, devotion to time studying outside of class will be imperative 

for ensured success. 

 

General Course Rules: 

In addition to the Rules listed in the student handbook, these are the rules I have for in my own classroom: 

• YOU CANNOT SAY “I DON’T KNOW” 

o The phrase “I don’t know” is a cop-out.  You can certainly be unsure about accuracy and have 

questions but you can never use the excuse “I don’t know” to not answer a question. 

• Students must be on time to class or have the proper pass. 

o Students without a written or emailed pass from a teacher will be marked tardy and face the 

consequences listed in the student/parent handbook 

• Students must complete and, when appropriate, turn all assignments in on time or face the late work 

consequences.   

o This is especially significant for an A.P. class as there will be less homework taken for credit 

and/or “corrected” than students may be used to.  However, that does not mean the homework is 

not important.  The homework itself is practice for summative assessments in class and essential 

for the A.P. test itself.  Students must be responsible for themselves and their learning in order to 

ensure success. 

• Students must be prepared for class with proper materials needed for class. 

• Students must use appropriate language at all times. 

• Students may not use cell phones/electronic devices unless given permission.  

o Students seen using any electronic devices, especially cell phones, without permission will face 

immediate confiscation. 

• Food and drink will be allowed with the expectation of being responsible for your own trash.  This is a 

privilege that can and will be easily taken away.  You are essentially being treated as almost adults in 

this course, please act like the mature and responsible people I know you are. 

These consequences will be followed for any severe infraction to my classroom rules.  Some “rule-breaking” 

will have no consequences other than the lack of preparedness for summative assessments and/or the A.P. test.  

Additional or replacement consequences may occur for handbook rules infractions: 

1. Warning—Students will only get one warning! 

2. Detention with teacher and parent contact 



3. Referral to the office 

4. Parent Conference and additional detentions 

5. To Be Determined 

 

Schoology and Gradebook: 

 Schoology is one of my main forms of communication to both students and parents.  It is imperative that 

both students and parents understand how to navigate schoology and check it periodically.  I will on average 

update student’s grades at least once a week (usually towards the end of the week).  Students should check their 

grades and stay on top of any missing work.  Schoology will also be used for assignments and a calendar of due 

dates. 

Late Work Policy: 

 An assignment will be considered late if the assignment is not handed in, uploaded to turnitin.com, 

posted on schoology in some cases, or emailed to me (in the case of emergencies) by the beginning of the class 

on the due date or other specified time.  Because of the fast-paced nature of this course, late work will only keep 

students behind in the class.  Therefore there will be very little leeway with late work and accepting any late 

work.  Obviously there are times where illness, emergencies, or other “excuses” will validate exceptions on 

these policies. 

For homework checks of 5 points or less: 

1. First Day Late: Counted as a zero and no longer accepted 

 

For general homework assignments (10-25 point assignments approximately): 

1. First Day Late: Minus 20%  

2. Second Day Late: Not accepted and counted as a zero 

 

For papers and long-term projects: All to be submitted to turnitin 

Drop one full letter grade before it is graded every day it is late. 

1. Turned in on time: Highest grade possible—A+ 

2. First Day Late: Highest grade possible— B+ 

3. Second Day Late: Highest grade possible— C+ 

4. Third Day Late: Highest grade possible— D+ 

5. Fourth Day Late: Highest grade possible—50%  

 

Make-Up and Absent Work Policy: 

 For any absences due to illness or family emergencies, students will have the amount of days missed to 

make-up any work before late work consequences begin to occur.  Students are expected to and solely 

responsible for finding out what they missed, getting any assignments or missed information, and completing 

them.  Students may get this information by checking schoology, talking to classmates, or talking me.   

 When completed absent work that is either physically or electronically submitted, students are 

required to make a note on the assignments that clearly states it is absent work. 

 For any quizzes or major tests missed, students will have two days to make up any quiz and a week to 

make up any major test.  These must be made-up during a determined time outside of class. 



 For any absences due to pre-planned events such as vacations, sports, appointments, etc., students are 

expected to inquire about work that will be missed and hand-in completed missing work before they leave or on 

the day they return, otherwise the late policy will be in effect. 

“No Name” Assignments: 

 When turning in physical homework, if you do no put your name on your paper I will automatically put 

your homework in the “No Name” basket.  Even if I know it is your assignment, your homework will sit in that 

basket until you put your name on it and turn it in, or until it rots (aka the end of the quarter).  That assignment 

will also show up as a zero and missing in the grade book until you properly turn it in. 

 

Grading Policy: 

Students could and will be graded on any of the following: 

• Homework and Journals/Blog posts  

• Participation and in-class activities 

• Essays and Papers 

• Projects and Presentations  

• Quizzes, Tests, and Semester Exams 

 

**The grading scale used can be found in the Student/Parent Handbook** 

 

Materials: 

• Laptops—Though they might not be used every day, students are expected to bring their laptops and 

chargers to class every single day. 

• Notebook to be designated for English only 

• 1 or 2 inch binder to be kept in the classroom for organizing and tracking A.P. practice sections 

throughout the course of the year 

o This is a REQUIRED item for this class 

• Binder or folder for personally organizing materials to be designated for English only 

o You will acquire a lot of paper throughout the year that you will need to keep organized.  A well-

organized binder/folder dedicated to this class will make your life much easier. 

• Writing utensils—Pen or pencil based on student preference  

 

Possible Major Nonfiction Books: 

• Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis—Robert Putnam 

• In Cold Blood—Truman Capote 

 

Ongoing Projects Throughout the School Year: 

Current Events: [3, 7] 

Throughout the course of this class, students will be responsible for finding and discussing current 

events or issues in society.  Monthly (9/25, 10/24, 11/28, 12/18, 1/29, 2/20, 3/27, 4/23, and 5/22) everyone in 

class will be given notice to be ready to discuss a current event with the class.  A couple students will be chosen 

at random each time. These current events should be, as the title suggests, current, from a credible source, and 

clearly present a significant event or issue in which the student could form an argument around.  Therefore the 

student may not bring in a news article about a cat getting stuck in a tree or the pollen count being low.  

Otherwise, the current event or issue can be from any various forms such as a news article, an opinion editorial 

column, a political (or other) speech, a news segment, a political cartoon, etc.  Students are encouraged to look 



beyond the traditional news article format for their current event in order to explore various forms of presenting 

an argument.   

After the chosen student explains their current event, the class will discuss the event, significance of 

event, connection of event/issue to other texts, and/or other current events.  Students will then complete a 

written response correlated to the class’ current events discussion. 

 

Vocabulary, Grammar, and Syntactic Variety: [12, 13] 

 Throughout the course of the year, students will continually be working to improve their grammar skills 

and vocabulary in speech and writing.  This will be done with specific grammar lessons for each formal and 

many informal writing assignments.  Students will also be tested on vocabulary in each unit from specific 

reading assignments and/or common ACT and SAT vocabulary words in order to improve their command of 

language and voice in writing.  These tests will be various quizzes throughout units, summative writing  

assignments, and summative tests.  In addition, students will learn about and practice the skill of sentence 

variety throughout their writing.  Weekly students will work from a grammar and sentence styling book to 

continue writing improvement both grammatically and stylistically.  This will be an area of assessment on all 

writing assignments throughout the year.  This skill is imperative when developing command of language and 

improved writing quality overall. 

 

Tentative Unit Plan 

Semester #1:  

UNIT #1: Summer Essays Activity Presentations (3 weeks) 

 In this unit, students will begin a walk-through introduction to rhetorical terms, the rhetorical triangle, 

and rhetorical appeals.  Students will begin by just identifying and then move onto utilizing the rhetoric in 

analysis. Together we will also work through close reading skills and analysis of a new essay in class.  We will 

discuss as a class how this is similar or different from their summer close readings and answer any questions. 

Students will then be, individually and/or grouped, completing their own “revised” close reading and analysis of 

one of the summer essays. Finally they will complete a short written analysis and present some of their analysis 

to the class. 

 

Possible Texts:  

On Compassion—Barbra Lazear Ascher 

In Praise of the F Work—Mary Sherry 

Politics and the English Language—George Orwell 

Summer Essays 

 

UNIT #2: Rhetorical Strategies Initial Introduction (4 weeks) 

 In this unit students will look at a variety of “texts” that employ rhetorical strategies including essays, 

speeches, letters, visuals, news articles, videos, and more. [7, 8]  They will continue to learn about different 

rhetorical strategies and become comfortable finding and analyzing those strategies in writing, speech, and 

various visuals.  There will be various response and analysis writings throughout. [3]   

 

Possible Texts:  

Essays: 

Corn-pone Opinions—Mark Twain 



How to Give Orders Like a Man—Deborah Tannen 

Excerpts from A Room of One’s Own—Virginia Woolf 

Learning to Read and Write—Fredrick Douglass  

 

Speeches: 

Various Presidential Inaugural Speeches Across Time 

I Have A Dream Speech—Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

Visuals: 

Various Political and War Cartoons 

 

UNIT #3: Logical Fallacies (2-3 weeks) 

 In this unit students will learn the basics of logical fallacies, how to identify them in writing and speech, 

and the implications of the use of logical fallacies.  Students will also practice using the identification of logical 

fallacies to discredit opposing authors/speakers.  The final project of this unit will be a “debate” in which 

students attempt to utilize logical fallacies without the other group noticing and using logical fallacies from the 

opposing side to discredit them. This will end with students analyzing a documentary using the knowledge of 

purpose and rhetoric they acquired throughout this and the previous unit.  Students will write their first formal 

paper, completing a rhetorical analysis of the documentary. [2, 16]  This paper will continue to work on the skill 

of coherence and cohesion that was introduced the previous year in their English classes. [14] 

 

Possible “Texts”: 

Various Political Speeches Across Time and Place 

Commercials and Advertising 

Monty Python 

Death Essay 

 

Documentary—TBD  

 

UNIT #3: Narration, Description, and Expository (3 weeks) 

 In this unit students will begin looking at and analyzing nonfiction writings from the narrative, 

descriptive, and expository modes of discourse. [7] Students will continue to learn about and enhance their 

skills with rhetorical strategies but this unit will explore the purpose of using a specific lens to achieve a 

purpose other than just pure argument/persuasion.  Throughout the unit students will look at various forms of 

writing, speech, and visuals.  They will also be required to complete at least one writing assignment dealing 

with their own original work on a given topic written from each of the three modes of discourse and focusing on 

including purposeful rhetorical strategies to develop appropriate voice and tone. [1, 4, 5, 16] 

 

Possible Texts:   

Narration 

Coming to an Awareness of Language—Malcolm X 

Getting Caught—Annie Dillard 

Salvation—Langston Hughes 

Description 

The Barrio—Robert Ramirez 



The Death of the Moth—Virginia Woolf 

The Allegory of the Cave—Plato  

Expository:  

My Favorite Teacher—Thomas Friedman 

The Knife—Richard Selzer 

Watching Out for Loaded Words—Frank Trippett 

 

UNIT #4: Argumentation and Rhetorical Analysis (4 weeks) 

 In this unit students will deal with the core of the A.P. Language and Composition class, which is 

argumentation and rhetorical analysis.  Students have been dealing with arguments and rhetorical strategies up 

until this point but here they will delve into the specific modes of discourse used in argumentation, which could 

possibly include compare/contrast, classify/divide, cause/effect, and process analysis.  Students will grapple 

with complicated nonfiction texts [7] to analyze authors’ arguments and how they attempt to persuade their 

audience and students will demonstrate their knowledge through various forms of informal writing. [3]  

Students will also deal with writing their own arguments and analyzing each other’s command of language and 

rhetoric.[1, 6, 16]  Students will deal with giving and receiving feedback on their writing in order to use in 

revision processes. [2]  Students will also begin the initial stages of practicing using evidence from text to 

support their own argument, which skill will continue to be developed in the second semester. [9,15] 

 

Possible Texts:  

The Morals of the Prince—Niccolo Machiavelli 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women—Mary Wollstonecraft 

Ain’t I a Woman—Sojourner Truth 

from Democratic Vistas—Walt Whitman 

Two Ways of Seeing a River—Mark Twain 

The Declaration of Independence—Thomas Jefferson and Declaration of Sentiments and 

Resolutions—Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

Sermo Lupi ad Anglos—Wulfstan II, Archbishop of York 

How to Say Nothing in 500 Words—Paul Roberts 

On Being a Cripple—Nancy Mairs 

Observations from the Spectator—Joseph Addison 

from Essays—Francis Bacon 

 

Semester #2: 

 

UNIT #5: Argumentation and Rhetorical Analysis (3 weeks) 

 In this unit students will look at a longer work (a nonfiction book) [7] to analyze argumentation and 

rhetorical strategies over the course of an extended text.  Identifying, tracking, and analyzing an argument and 

rhetorical strategies in a longer work require different skills and focuses, which the students will learn about and 

develop.  This book will also be used in the next unit, dealing with research and synthesis. 

 

Text: 

 Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis—Robert Putnam 

 

UNIT #8: Research and Synthesis (3 weeks) 



 In this unit students will develop skills dealing with researching, specifically finding and using effective 

resources in an effective manner. [10] Students will learn how to research and what makes a source to be 

effective.[9]  Students will continue to develop their skills of correctly citing sources in MLA format. [11] 

Much of the outside research skills will deal with their research paper about a topic present in the nonfiction 

book [7] read in the previous unit.  This research paper will deal analyzing a specific topic [5] and crafting an 

essay with multiple revisions after feedback [2] and the skill of creating an argument based in research from 

multiple credible sources. [6, 10, 15]  There will be a continued focus on the development of cohesion and 

coherence in their writing in order to ensure high level of writing and clarity and clear command of rhetoric 

throughout. [14, 16] This unit will also deal heavily with practice from past A.P. synthesis free response essays 

and the skills needed when approaching this kind of essay. 

 

Texts:  

Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis—Robert Putnam 

Synthesis Practice Essays 

 

UNIT #9: Speeches and Letters (4 weeks) 

 In this unit students will continue to work on rhetorical analysis throughout the genre of speeches and 

letters through history. [7]  This unit will look at a variety of topics and forms of speeches and letters.  Some 

forms of speeches may include inaugural addresses, eulogy speeches, apology speeches, call to arm speeches, 

farewell speeches, and more.  One thing students will do is look at several speeches through history about a 

single topic in order to track how the rhetorical strategies transform and progress depending on the historical era 

and climate of the country.  Students will also look at literary letters throughout history to look at the purpose 

and audience of such letters and the rhetorical strategies that result from that.  In addition to reading and 

analyzing speeches and letters through history, students will be writing their own speeches and letters for 

specific purposes, often to present an argument and develop their use of rhetoric in order to develop an 

appropriate voice and tone for the purpose. [1, 3, 6, 16]  These speeches and letters may be presented to a 

specific audience or delivered to someone of influence in the community.  Students will also complete another 

synthesis essay about a certain collection of speeches. 

 

Texts:  

Speeches: 

Bill Clinton’s Apology Speech—Version #1 and #2 

 Project finding apology speeches 

“The Cornerstone Speech”—Alexander Stephens 

Inaugural Address—JFK 

 Track Inaugural speeches throughout history 

Farwell Adress—Dwight D. Eisenhower 

“Great Society Speech”—Lyndon B. Johnson 

Billy Crystal’s eulogy for Robin Williams 

Sir Elton John’s Musical Memorial for Princess Diana 

Margaret Thatcher’s Eulogy to Ronald Reagan 

Winston Churchill’s call to arms speech 

Letters: 

Love Letters: 

 Napoleon Bonapart to Josephine du Beauharnais 



 Winston Churchill to Clementine Churchill 

 Johnny Cash to June Carter Cash 

 Abigail Adams to John Adams 

 Nathaniel Hawthorne to Sophia Peabody 

 Henry VIII to Anne Boleyn 

Sullivan Ballou’s last letter to his wife 

Mary Queen of Scots’ last letter to Henry III, King of France 

“To My Old Master”—Jourdon Anderson 

“Finished with the War: A Soldier’s Declaration”—Siegfried Sassoon 

Lawrie Chesterfield’s letter to his son 

“Created Equal”—Benjamin Banneker’s letter to Thomas Jefferson 

 

UNIT #10: Satire (3 weeks) 

 In this unit students will look at the difficult concept of satire throughout various forms of writing, 

speech, and visuals.  Students will analyze the complicated use of satire by looking at essays, certain satirical 

articles, media satire, satirical political cartoons, and more. [7, 8] After thoroughly examining and analyzing 

satire in writing, speech, and visuals, students will work to develop their own versions of satire in various 

forms, not just writing. [1, 3] 

 

Texts: 

Lost in the Kitchen—Dave Barry 

Me Talk Pretty One Day—David Sedaris 

Marrying Absurd—Joan Didon 

Advice to Youth—Mark Twain 

A Modest Proposal—Jonathan Swift (Revisited)  

Monty Python and the Holy Grail (with Shakespearian subtitles)—Movie  

Late Night Shows and Political Satire Videos 

 

Unit #11: (after the AP test): Rhetorical Strategies in Film 

 In this unit students will read In Cold Blood and compare the rhetorical strategies in the book to the 

strategies in the movie.  Students will explore more visual/video techniques related to rhetorical strategies and 

look beyond the generally focused on written rhetorical strategies. 

 

Text:  

 In Cold Blood—Truman Capote  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Considered Cheating and Plagiarism? 



 

According to the St. Thomas More Parent & Student Handbook, cheating is “copying the work of another 

student…and using someone else’s ideas or answers.” Plagiarism is using another person’s words or ideas for 

your own without proper citation or credit given. The following is a non-exhaustive list of examples for 

academic dishonesty:   

 

• copying or paraphrasing anything from the Internet without giving credit; 

• copying or paraphrasing anything from text books and novels without giving credit; 

• copying or paraphrasing another student’s words and ideas and passing it off as your own; 

• allowing another student to copy your work or giving your work to another student; 

• purchasing any papers, essays, worksheets, etc. and passing them off as your own; 

• sharing test questions and or answers to another student in or outside of the class; 

• informing other students from other classes of pop quizzes and questions on said pop quizzes; 

• taking pictures of tests, quizzes, or homework and sharing this information with other students; 

• sharing answers to any assessment (test, quizzes, and homework) via phone, email, or social media or 

through personal conversation; 

• unauthorized use of “cheat sheets” or any other form of aid; 

• having parents, siblings, friends, etc. complete the work for you; 

• willingly complete the work for someone else; 

• distribution of tests, quizzes, and homework to other students; 

• looking at other people’s tests or quizzes during testing times; 

• using unapproved devices such as phones during tests and quizzes and; 

• using translator pens inappropriately and without formal permission. 

 

 

Collaboration or Cheating? 

 

Collaboration is a discussion where brainstorming occurs, thus stimulating one’s own thoughts through the 

process of dialogue. Though there may be one correct answer or an overlap of ideas, individual student 

responses on particular assignments (homework, papers, etc.) should reflect the student’s own ideas in their own 

words and voices. Submitting one group member’s ideas and words as each individual’s work in the group is 

cheating. 

 

 

Any person caught cheating or plagiarizing will suffer the consequences as laid out on page 18 and 19 in the 

Parent & Student Handbook. 

 



I want all students to know that I am always there to ask questions, get help with anything, or just talk.  I am in 

my classroom by 7:15 every morning and until usually at least 3:30 after school.  I am available in MORE 

Enrichment most Mondays or someone else from the English Department will be there Monday-Thursday to 

answer questions.  I also have sophomore lunch/study and a prep period during C hour.  Do not hesitate to come 

to me for help and if you need to meet at a different time, just ask.  I can always work something out!  As the 

A.P. test date and ACT test dates get closer, I will have study session opportunities outside of our in-class 

practices.  You also can always reach me by email larsonl@tmore.org and feel free to use that method of 

communication if you prefer. 

**The numbers found sporadically on the syllabus correlate with the curricular requirements presented by the 

A.P. Council.  Explanations of the numbers and requirements can be found in a resource on the schoology 

page**  

 

Please sign, date, and detach this portion (Keep your syllabus in a folder or binder) and return by Thursday, 

August 31st.  PARENTS AND STUDENTS MUST BOTH SIGN! 

 

 

I, ________________________________________ (student name), and 

_____________________________________ (parent/guardian name), have read and understand the rules and 

procedures for Ms. Larson’s class.  I understand that I will be responsible for any of my actions and agree to the 

consequences listed if any rules are broken. 

Student Signature: _________________________________________________  Date:_________________ 

Parent Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: _________________ 
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