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First and foremost, I congratulate you on having the courage, motivation and drive to take 
this course. The course is designed for you to take the AB advanced placement test in 

calculus at the end of the year and PASS IT. Thus, we will be moving quickly and there will 
be a lot of work in and out of class. You will want to consider this when planning your 
work, sports, and school schedule. If you are not willing or are unable to put a significant 

amount of time and effort into this class, you should drop it. Think about the number of 
people in this school and compare it to the number of people in this class. You are a select 

few. My expectations for you will be high. 
 
Primary Textbook:  

Calculus for AP, Early Transcendentals, by Jon Rogawski and Ray Cannon 2nd Edition 
 

Course Objective:  
This challenging course is designed to help students gain an appreciation for calculus and 
provide a solid foundation for future math, science and STEM courses and careers.  

Students are expected to work with functions represented in 4 primary ways:  graphically, 
numerically, analytically, and verbally. Students will be required to provide both written 

and oral analysis of their work. The AP Calculus course can be generalized into 2 core 
topics of study: differential and integral calculus.  
 

Technology 
All students will use their TI-84 graphing calculator every day. Students will use their 
graphing calculators to solve a system of equations, find zeros of a function, find the value 

of a derivative at a point, solve exponential growth and decay problems, find the value of a 
definite integral, and adjust scales to find an appropriate viewing window and to solve 

equations. 
 
Each student is expected obtain a TI-83 or TI-84 model of graphing calculator.  We will use 

the calculator to reinforce the above topics.  However, some assessments will be without 
calculator usage. 
 

Assessments & Grading 
Students should expect to have either a quiz or a test every week. As stated above, most of 

these assessments will feature both a calculator and non-calculator part. Due to the 
advanced and rigorous nature of the course, student’s grades will be calculated in the 
following way: tests will count for 50%, quizzes will be 30%, and assignments counting for 

the remaining 20%.  
 

You are not required to take the AP Exam in May.  It is encouraged.  All AP classes are on a 
weighted grading scale. In order to have a complete and successful experience in the AP 
Program, students should comply with the above requirements. Students must earn a B- or 

higher to earn a weighted grade. If a student chooses not to comply with the above terms 
and/or does not earn a B-, he/she will not receive a weighted grade and the course will not 
reflect the weight on the student’s transcript. 

 
The AP Calculus AB Exam will be taken on Tuesday, May 15th, 2018. 
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Mock AP Exams 

In April and May, we will be having a few mock AP Exams which will take place on a 
Saturday or Sunday.  Everyone is required to go to at least 1 mock exam. You are 

encouraged to go to more.  The more practice the better. 
 
Exam Exemptions 

Exemptions will be given if you maintain an A- or better average for the assessments in 
both quarters prior to the exam. No one will be able to exempt from the 2nd semester final 
project. 

 
Cell Phones and Other Personal Electronics 

During the school day, cell phones and other electronic communication devices may only 
be used in the general office. These devices are to be kept off the student’s body at all 
times and out of sight during the school day.  Students may keep their cell phones 

concealed in a backpack or in their locker.  At no time, can students have their cell phone 
in hand, hanging out of/in pocket, or exposed in any fashion.  Students may use their 

phone up until the first bell (7:50 a.m.) in the hallway and again after the last bell (3:00 
p.m. after announcements). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

What is Considered Cheating and Plagiarism? 
According to the St. Thomas More Parent & Student Handbook, cheating is “copying the work of another 

student…and using someone else’s ideas or answers.” Plagiarism is using another person’s words or ideas for 

your own without proper citation or credit given. The following is a non-exhaustive list of examples for 

academic dishonesty:   

• copying or paraphrasing anything from the Internet without giving credit; 

• copying or paraphrasing anything from text books and novels without giving credit; 

• copying or paraphrasing another student’s words and ideas and passing it off as your own; 

• allowing another student to copy your work or giving your work to another student; 

• purchasing any papers, essays, worksheets, etc. and passing them off as your own; 

• sharing test questions and or answers to another student in or outside of the class; 

• informing other students from other classes of pop quizzes and questions on said pop quizzes; 

• taking pictures of tests, quizzes, or homework and sharing this information with other students; 

• sharing answers to any assessment (test, quizzes, and homework) via phone, email, or social media or 

through personal conversation; 

• unauthorized use of “cheat sheets” or any other form of aid; 

• having parents, siblings, friends, etc. complete the work for you; 

• willingly complete the work for someone else; 

• distribution of tests, quizzes, and homework to other students; 

• looking at other people’s tests or quizzes during testing times; 

• using unapproved devices such as phones during tests and quizzes and; 

• using translator pens inappropriately and without formal permission. 

 

Collaboration or Cheating? 
Collaboration is a discussion where brainstorming occurs, thus stimulating one’s own thoughts through the 

process of dialogue. Though there may be one correct answer or an overlap of ideas, individual student 

responses on particular assignments (homework, papers, etc.) should reflect the student’s own ideas in their own 

words and voices. Submitting one group member’s ideas and words as each individual’s work in the group is 

cheating. 

 

 

Any person caught cheating or plagiarizing will suffer the consequences as laid out in the Parent & Student 

Handbook. 

 

 


