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In education today, we are discovering the benefits and advantages of cooperative, active learning  
spaces. We want to take advantage of every opportunity that exists for maximizing learning  
opportunities by rethinking the classroom experience for our students. STM is emerging as a premier  
academic institution in Milwaukee. Our new facilities mixed with our unique academic programs are  
allowing us to create a culture and environment conducive to the modern-day learner.  

As highlighted in this edition of the Spirit, you will see just a few ways in which STM is raising the bar and 
helping students bring their education to life. Students are leaving the traditional classroom setting to 
receive a more enriching education, which will lead them to be more culturally and globally aware while 
strengthening their Catholic faith. 

STM continues to be at the forefront of STEM education. The hands-on approach in these courses in the 
first quarter alone has allowed our students to experience a crime scene investigation, engage in  
medical innovation research, conduct multiple engineering projects, visit the Frank Lloyd Wright  
engineering exhibit at the Milwaukee Art Museum, and take multiple field trips to talk with professionals 
in the fields of engineering and biomedical science.  

We also strive to create a balance for our students in their education with an outstanding humanities 
program. Students have taken religious and cultural enrichment trips around the Midwest, participated in 
a mock trial, and this spring our AP Government students will be attending the critically acclaimed  
Broadway show Hamilton in Chicago to compliment reading the novel in class. Our visual arts  
department has created a close bond with the Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design and Marquette  
University to have our students visit their campus and compete in a design-build contest while working 
with professionals in the field. Finally, we have added more AP classes and established a partnership with 
Cardinal Stritch University to offer concurrent enrollment classes. 

I could go on and on about each department and the unique opportunities that they create for our  
students. This speaks volumes about the culture and learning environment here at STM. As a leader in 
this school, I know that none of this would be possible without the continued support of our generous 
donors, alumni, board of directors, parents, and faculty. I cannot thank you all enough for the time and 
efforts you all put in to help make this possible. 

God Bless and GO CAVALIERS! 

 
Nicholas J. Kelly, Principal

A message from  
our Principal
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A Familiar Face on the STM Board of Directors
We are proud to announce that Fr. Philip J. Schumaker is now a member of the STM board of 
directors. Fr. Philip serves as administrator and pastor at Bay View’s Immaculate Conception and 
St. Augustine of Hippo Parishes and was previously associate pastor at St. John Vianney Parish in 
Brookfield. While serving on Milwaukee’s south side, Fr. Philip quickly learned about St. Thomas 
More’s history and reputation from his parishioners and was drawn to the school’s commitment to 
high-quality Catholic education.

“With history dating back nearly 150 years, St. Thomas More is an essential part of Milwaukee’s 
south side, especially for the Bay View community,” Fr. Philip said. “I’m excited to get more  
involved at St. Thomas More, helping students explore their faith during these formative years in 
their lives.”

Fr. Philip’s many professional accomplishments and strong commitment to volunteerism will  
provide St. Thomas More and its students with valuable leadership and perspective as we continue 
to strengthen and diversify our educational and faith formation programs. 

“We are grateful to Fr. Philip for his willingness to undertake this important role. Fr. Philip’s pastoral  
ministry, his background in education, and his administrative expertise uniquely qualify him for this  
position,” said Mary McIntosh, President.  “His presence on the board will help us to grow our  
vision and spirit of love, dedicating ourselves to the service of the learners entrusted to our care.”
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Fr. Philip (right) with Auxiliary Bishop James T. Schuerman

Welcome, Fr. Philip!

Photo by Jodi Brzezinski



Upcoming Events
Please visit tmore.org for more information on STM events.

2017 Thomas More Open

Alumni Basketball Tournament 
November 25 & 26

Theater Christmas Benefit 
December 1 & 2

Winter Art Show 
December 7

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 
December 12

Christmas Concert 
December 20

Sheepshead Tournament 
January 20

Ash Wednesday Mass 
February 14

35th  Annual Dinner Auction 
Honoring Fr. Tom Wittliff (SF ‘55) 
March 24

Happy 30 Years to Mrs. Linda Janick!

“I have been at St. Thomas More hundreds of times over the years, from  
participating in leadership roles to helping as a volunteer. I always look 
forward to my meetings at STM because Linda is the first face I see...and 

she is always smiling. Linda has a knowledge and devotion that makes her a 
key fabric in our school. St. Thomas More is blessed to have Linda, and I am 

blessed to know her as a friend!”

Jeff Korpal (PN ’72)

We are extremely proud to congratulate Mrs. Linda Janick on her 30-year work  
anniversary at STM this fall. From greeting students in the main office every morning, to 
running back-to-school night flawlessly, to starting and moderating the STM Students 
Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) chapter, Mrs. Janick has become the heart and soul 
of our school. 
 
When asked how things have changed since she has started, Mrs. Janick says the biggest 
difference is the color of her hair. But, when asked what she likes most about working at 
STM, she answered, “The best thing about STM is the students. They always were my  
favorite part and they always will be.”  

Throughout the years, Mrs. Janick has gained quite a few fans. 

Mrs. Janick sent her two sons through Thomas More, John graduated in 1990 and Jason 
graduated in 1994. She knew of Thomas More’s reputation for academic and athletic  
excellence as well as the formative, faith-based education. We are very happy to have had 
her and her family as members of our school community for the last 30 years! 

Thank you, Mrs. Janick!

The Thomas More Open golf outing found itself a new home in 2017. Ironwood Golf Course was a great 
host for our 136 golfers and group of volunteers on a beautiful day in mid-August. Even with a new 
course, delicious new food options from Bunzel’s, and several new sponsors, the division champions 
looked familiar. In the Blue Division (a combined age under 200), the team from the class of 2012 added 
a third championship to its resume. Congratulations to Jon Starosta, Nick Hernandez, Blake Correll, and 
Louis Missurelli. In the Silver Division (combined age of 200 or over), the team of Tom Laabs, Jim  
Schuster, Ron Francis and Mike Ehren took home their second title in three years.  

We are grateful to our sponsors: Roman Electric, The Kitzinger Family, National Technologies, Catalyst 
Construction, CG Schmidt, the Don Bosco Class of 1967, The Derdzinski Family, R. W. Baird, Susan Rose,  
Catholic Financial, Vanessa Brown, Haskin & Karls, The Calteux Family, Korpal & Associates, Tom Trisco 
(DB ’72), Krueger Communications, The Radulovich/Krysiak Family, Bryant & Stratton Athletics,  
The Scerpella Family, and Gary Grzesk/Bob Salzer (DB ’68).

The 2018 TMO is scheduled for Monday, August 13, 2018, again at Ironwood Golf Course.  
  

Mark your calendars now, and contact Dan Steffes at dsteffes@tmore.org  
if you are interested in becoming a sponsor!
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Girls Basketball Alumni Game 
December 23



St. Thomas More High School welcomed 522  
students for the 2017-18 school year with the 
opening of our new, multi-purpose Learning 
Commons for innovative teaching and  
collaborative, project-based learning. Funded 
by the school’s recent capital campaign, St. 
Thomas More also completed significant reno-
vations to its main entrance and administrative 
offices during the summer.

Designed as a place for the school communi-
ty to investigate, collaborate, and congregate, 
the new Learning Commons, sponsored by the 
Every Day Good Foundation, connects what 
was previously the school’s Community Room 
and Cafeteria. The Learning Commons features 
cutting-edge technology, including a 17-foot, 
high-definition Crestron projection screen for 
presentations; two small project rooms and a 
flexible learning space sponsored by campaign 
donors; a conference room for both academic 
instruction and school business; and three  
display cases to celebrate the rich and vibrant 
tradition that St. Thomas More and its  
predecessor schools have cultivated for nearly 
150 years. 

“These capital renovations will significantly  
improve the educational experience for St.  
Thomas More students,” President Mary  
McIntosh said. “Along with providing a new 
worship space for all-school Mass, our  
Learning Commons will allow teachers to  
design project-based lessons that truly  
engage and challenge our students. I cannot 
wait to see the exciting, creative lessons that 
our teachers plan with these new resources.”

The STM  
Learning Commons

After more than a year of fundraising this  
summer, St. Thomas More completed  
construction for Strong Tradition. Bold Vision., a 
campaign to renovate the school’s aging  
facilities, some of which were built in the early 
1930s as Pio Nono College and Catholic Normal 
School. Nan Gardetto, president of the Every 
Day Good Foundation and an alumna of St. 
Mary’s Academy on Milwaukee’s south side, and 
her cousin, Bob De Vita, a retired healthcare  
executive and alumnus of Don Bosco High 
School, a predecessor school to St. Thomas 
More, served as co-chairs of the campaign. 

 

“Often, when students graduate high school, 
progress through college, and enter the  
workforce, they do not have the professional 
skills needed to achieve lasting success,” De Vita 
explained. “With these enhancements to the 
Learning Commons, St. Thomas More students 
will be able to participate in the project-,  
problem-, and inquiry-based instruction that  
decades of educational research – and my own 
experience in the business world – shows leads 
to improved soft, 21st Century skills, such as  
critical thinking, problem solving, time  
management, organization, teamwork, and  
communication, that are essential in the  
professional world.”

“With these enhancements to the Learning Commons, St. Thomas More  
students will be able to participate in the project-, problem-, and  

inquiry-based instruction that decades of educational research shows leads to 
improved soft, 21st Century skills, such as critical thinking, problem solving, 

time management, organization, teamwork, and communication, that are  
essential in the professional world.”

“I cannot wait to see the  
exciting, creative lessons that 
our teachers plan with these 

new resources.”
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PREPARATION FOR SUCCESS

Faith in the Classroom: the STM Theology Department
For nearly 150 years, STM and its predecessor 
schools have provided students with a  
compassionate and transformative Catholic  
education that prepares them for lasting success 
in the next stages of their lives. Guided by this 
experience and tradition, STM ensures that God’s 
presence exists ubiquitously throughout the school, 
both inside and outside of the classroom. Students 
also study the many intersections between  
theology and other academic subjects, such as 
biology and social sciences, helping them better 
understand the role of faith and spirituality in  
contemporary society. 

The STM Theology Department is led by Fr.  
Christopher Klusman (TM ’95). While supporting 
the theology teachers, including visiting classrooms 
to present on certain faith-related topics, and  
helping to maintain the academic excellence of the 
department, Fr. Christopher makes sure that  
everyone understands that “theology is an umbrella 
covering the entire school. When students study 
science, mathematics, art, and so on, they learn 
more about God the Creator.” 

STM’s faith formation program focuses on the  
issues that directly affect our students and their 
families, emphasizing relatability while providing 
students with the opportunity to grow into their 
own spirituality. To provide that guidance, STM 
meets students wherever they are, creating a  

campus ministry that is eternally present and  
available for students, whether they need advice, 
consoling, or simply a friendly conversation. “I hope 
to be available for spiritual direction, remember 
them in daily prayers and during Masses, and 
accompany them in their spiritual journeys so they 
can grow to be “christs” in the world. 

Miguel Crespo, Mike Greuel, Dr. Andrew Kuzma 
Ph.D., Paul Pasquesi, and Anna Wardecke (STM ’11) 
have been teaching theology for a total of 31 years. 
Aside from emphasizing the message of the gospel 
in each lesson and helping students grow within 
their faith, our theology teachers aim to: 

Enable students to recognize their dignity, the 
dignity of others, and the love that God has for 
them; 

help students walk away from class with the 
ability to make and understand a theological 
argument; 

introduce students to a broad range of  
perspectives, comparing different philosophies 
and religions to Catholic teaching and  
providing them with a unique and informed 
worldview; and 

become role models and examples for all  
students with their personal faith journeys.

Before coming to STM, our teachers have had a vast amount of experience in different areas of faith.

“I have served as a youth minister on the south side of Milwaukee for over two decades. I also work for the  
Archdiocese of Milwaukee with the Hispanic Ministry and Marriage Preparation team educating engaged couples.  
We equip them with the spiritual and sacramental knowledge of the Church so that they may be enriched in their 
own marriages.  My wife and I won the 2012 Vatican II Award for our work with Marriage and Families.  All of this 

experience is something that I draw from daily in order to enrich our student’s classroom experience.” 
 

Miguel Crespo

“My formal (Marquette) and informal (Peace Corps Jordan) exploration of the role of theology has helped me 
understand how written codes of faith must be translated into a daily posture and mindset.  It is my hope that 

students of theology will always see the difference between understanding and practicing a set of beliefs.” 
 

Mike Greuel

Before teaching at STM, Dr. Kuzma spent three years teaching at Marquette University, where he also 
earned his Ph.D. In his dissertation on ethics and moral formation, he argued that “the more we learn to 
see beauty, the better we become as human beings. Different people are drawn to different types of  
music (some love country and hate rap; some love rap and hate country). So too, different people are 
drawn to different ways of life. We can respect these differences, I say, as long as we recognize that  
different lifestyles (like different musical genres) are all beautiful in their own particular way.” 

Pasquesi is currently working toward his Ph.D in church history at Marquette University, and teaches 
many levels of theology at STM. “One of my favorite classes to teach at STM is Church History because 
it is important to knowing where we have come from and where we are going in the Church as a global 
community.” Pasquesi taught church history, world religions, scripture, social justice, philosophy, and  
vocations at Carmel Catholic in Mundelein, Illinois, De La Salle Institute in Chicago, Illinois, and at  
Marquette University.

Anne Wardecke (Gates) graduated from St. Thomas More in 2011. During her time as a student, Wardecke 
took advantage of the many ways that students can explore their faith. “Through campus ministry,  
Masses, retreats, the Franciscan pilgrimage to Assisi, and through the examples of many influential  
teachers and coaches, I was encouraged to grow in relationship with God,” she said. “In my theology 
classes, I also came to realize the rich, intellectual tradition of our faith. This has been the driving force, 
paving the way for me since I’ve graduated from STM. The formation of my faith during my four years as 
a student at STM led me to study at a small Catholic university, major in religious studies, meet my  
husband through campus ministry, and ultimately come back to work at this extraordinary school.”

Faith Formation of Our Faculty

Pasquesi (far right) and Campus 
Minister Tom Nass (far left) at a Jain 
temple in Bartlett, IL, with students 

from the World Religions class.

From Student to Teacher

“Teaching theology at STM has been incredible. I love striving to pass on the great Cavalier tradition and give 
my students what was given to me when I was in their seats (literally). One of my greatest joys is watching my 

students learn about our faith, grow in relationship with God, and then live out our mission as followers of Christ 
to be priests, prophets, and kings. It is a tremendous blessing to come to work every day and share our rich faith 

with great kids.”  
 

Anne Wardecke (STM ’11)10 11Photo by Jodi Brzezinski



During her time at MSOE, Lezama earned spots 
in several internships in the biomedical  
engineering field. Positions at the University 
of Minnesota’s Visible Heart Lab and another 
internship for the Medical College of Wisconsin 
gave Lezama the opportunity to learn more 
about 3D printing, patterns in heart disease, 
and bioinformatics. Lezama also interned at 
Milwaukee Tool, where she worked on its  
heated gear and drew on her biomedical  
engineering experience to help the company 
better understand the human body. “I have 
loved all of these internships, and they have 
definitely helped me grow and be better  
prepared for life after college,” she said.

Along with her internships, while at STM and 
MSOE, Lezama also volunteered her time to 
serve others. Participating in clubs at STM such 
as Latino Student Organization, Big Buddies, 
National Honor Society, and Ambassadors gave 
Lezama leadership opportunities and taught 
her how to work effectively as a team that 
serves the community. “I felt that in order to be 
well-rounded, I had to participate not only in 
the classroom but in extracurricular activities,” 
she said. At MSOE, Lezama was a member of 
Engineers Without Borders, the Society of  

Hispanic Professional Engineers, and the  
Society of Women Engineers. Lezama also 
gave back to STM, collaborating with high 
school students as they progressed through 
the PLTW program.  

Lezama’s persistence and desire to constantly 
challenge herself to accomplish more  
exemplifies the ambition and motivation that 
students can gain after four years at STM. 
“Don’t be afraid to try something new, even 
if you don’t feel prepared enough,” Lezama 
advises current STM students. “A lot of the best 
opportunities I had were ones that I wasn’t 
quite prepared for, but with hard work and 
determination, I learned how to do that and 
more.”

PREPARATION FOR SUCCESS

“When I began my college coursework, 
my professors complemented my lab 
reports and projects. Taking PLTW in 

high school allowed me to have a  
stronger foundation to build upon in 

college.”

Elizabeth  
Lezama (STM ‘12)

The sister of Alejandro (STM ’11) and Martha (STM 
’14), and Esmeralda (STM ’17), Elizabeth Lezama 
(STM ’12) recently started working as a research 
assistant at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. 
One of the most prestigious hospitals and research 
institutions in the country, Mayo Clinic specializes 
in advanced medical investigations and treatment, 
often caring for patients whose condition is  
beyond their local doctor’s expertise. Utilizing the 
biomedical engineering skills she first learned at St. 
Thomas More, Lezama conducts shoulder research 
by computing 3D models of patient scans to help 
Mayo Clinic doctors with surgical procedures. 
 
“Since she was in grade school at Notre Dame 
School of Milwaukee, Elizabeth has always had an 
inquisitive, scientific mind,” said STM College and 
Career Counselor Angela Peñaflor, who was  
director of graduate support at Notre Dame when 
Lezama attended.  “I was always very excited to 
see what she would do with her life, and I couldn’t 
be more proud of her.” 

After graduating from Notre Dame, Lezama was 
drawn to STM’s stellar reputation as a leader in 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, math)  
education. Building on what she learned as an  
underclassman, during the summer before her  
senior year, Lezama gained real-world experience 

in the medical field as an intern for the Medical  
College of Wisconsin. As a senior at STM, along 
with her Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Engineering 
Design & Development capstone course, Lezama 
took Ms. Darlene Langhoff’s Medical Interventions 
class, where she and her classmates learned about 
the variety of interventions used by medical  
professionals in prevention, diagnosis, and  
treatment of a disease. Langhoff’s class, along with 
her internship, solidified Lezama’s interest in  
medicine and encouraged her to pursue a degree 
in the field. 

For Lezama, the high academic expectations at 
STM, along with the compassionate guidance of 
her teachers, helped prepare her for college-level 
courses at the Milwaukee School of Engineering 
(MSOE). While many students struggle to adjust to 
the increased expectations of college  
professors, the rigorous instruction at STM helped 
ease the transition for Lezama. “I had to work very 
hard on all assignments at STM because the  
faculty had high expectations,” Lezama said. 
“When I began my college coursework, my  
professors complemented my lab reports and 
projects. Taking PLTW in high school allowed me to 
have a stronger foundation to build upon in 
college.” Lezama presents her pharmacology research, where 

she created a donor plasmid to test for a specific 
DNA mutation.

Elizabeth with students from Chitom, a 
small town in Guatemala, where she helped 

survey an area for a new school.
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STM IN  THE COMMUNITY

Summer  
Leadership Trip

“I enjoyed the bonding time I had with teachers and classmates while it was pouring rain 
out, as we had great times and experiences in “bad” weather. While on the trip, I learned 
about what type of leader I was by doing an activity.  I learned that I like to drive things, 
being the one in charge who is goal-oriented. I made it my goal to go out of my comfort 

zone and try different styles of leading, more focused on people in a group. After this trip, 
my view on servant leadership has changed and I am excited for what is to come!” 

 

Tony Czajka (STM ’20)

The Class of 2021 will participate in a year-long “orientation” of what it means to be a  
servant leader for others.  Twice-monthly lunch workshops will challenge students to move their 
thoughts and actions out of their “comfort zone” through new service opportunities, engaging 
guest speakers, and team-building activities.  The class retreat on November 3 helped students 
to grow deeper in their faith, relationships, and identity as leaders in the school and community.  
After a year of learning and practicing the characteristics of a servant leader, students have the 
opportunity to organize a class-wide service project in May, as well as take an immersive  
summer leadership trip in the wilderness of Wisconsin’s Boundary Waters.

The Class of 2020 will take their foundational experience of servant leadership and seek to 
apply it to their daily lives through ongoing service experiences and the presence of a guiding 
mentor.  Through ongoing communication and meetings with their mentor, students will set and 
reflect on personal and professional goals, striving to balance their accomplishments and  
aspirations with both civic engagement and a concern for the well-being of others.  Through 
consistent reflections and discussions in homeroom classes, this year-long mentoring  
relationship will cultivate invaluable interpersonal and intrapersonal skills that will set students 
up for success in whatever field they choose to pursue.

“The Manitowish trip enabled me the opportunity to take a step back and see students in a new 
light. I witnessed teamwork, compassion, understanding and reflection in a way ordinarily  

unavailable in the classroom. Whether or not students realized it, they were helping me to grow 
as well. Canoeing for hours in a rain storm will reveal a great deal of character, and our students 
shone themselves to be full of resolve. I am blessed to have had the chance to see our students 

develop in this way, and look forward to future Servant Leadership programs.” 
 

Kevin Gleeson, Social Sciences Department Chair

This summer, students from the Class of 2020 embarked on a Summer Leadership Trip through 
the Center for Servant Leadership and Civic Engagement, the first servant leadership program 
of its kind in Milwaukee. Students and faculty traveled to Camp Manito-wish in Boulder Junction, 
Wisconsin, to navigate the Boundary Waters, build leadership skills, and grow as a school  
community dedicated to helping others. Every student who attended faced challenges and 
learned about the leadership style that fits themselves best, and the faculty chaperones learned 
more about the class of 2020 and were able to reflect on their own leadership styles as teachers. 

What’s next for the Class of 2020...

Welcome to our new servant leaders, the Class of 2021!

“In our second year of focusing on a culture of servant leadership, I have been amazed by  
upperclassmen stepping forward to serve as role models to help the freshman class.  It is this kind 
of momentum that sets an example for how service and solidarity--as a school family and with the 

community--are cornerstones of the STM experience.” 
 

Mike Greuel, Director of the Center for Servant Leadership and Civic Engagement
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If you are interested in becoming a mentor or interested in sharing your life experience with our 
servant leadership program, please contact us at leadership@tmore.org! 

Photo by Nic Kelly
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