


In several ways, Catholic schools today are not all that different than the Catholic schools that started (and steadily grew) in this 
country in the 1700s-1900s. Back then we educated children whose parents could afford it; but, even more widely and more 
impressively, we educated children from very poor families AND from a variety of ethnic backgrounds. Then, it was the Germans, 
the Polish, the Italians, the Irish, and various others all coming together to learn the academics, the faith, and how to get along. 
Concurrently, there were many societal and political issues challenging the existence of Catholic schools. 

Looking at the 1900s alone, no other institution in this country took so many individuals (about 6.2 million every year in the mid-
1900s) and moved them up the social ladder…took them from poverty to the middle class AND BEYOND. There developed in our 
Catholic schools not only a love of learning, but also a love for and an allegiance to our country. And, most importantly, there 
developed a love and passion for following our Lord Jesus!  

I assure you that here at St. Thomas More in 2014 we continue to foster and instill that love, allegiance, and passion. The reality of 
many families needing financial support remains. Certainly the cultural makeup has changed…reflecting the changes we are 
experiencing in our country. It’s exciting to have this range of racial and ethnic backgrounds of God’s people desiring our Catholic 
school environment looking for a better life - a better future. 

This is why we annually (during the last week of January) celebrate Catholic Schools Week! I suspect you remember those days if 
you went to a Catholic school. It’s an important time to recognize and celebrate our Catholic identity. We honor and recognize our 
Catholic heritage and rich tradition. We are proud of our history and where we have travelled. We are especially thrilled with what 
is to come in the years ahead as the pace of learning increases and the global connections become more immediate. 

It is through using the latest technology and the best practices in instruction that research provides that we continue to offer a top-
quality, superior education at St. Thomas More. That is a non-negotiable. The outstanding faculty and staff firmly embrace this. 
High standards and achievement aren’t buzz words here; they’re real and they happen on a daily basis. Rigor and relevance 
permeate the school environment. Other schools in the area continue to look to us…to visit us…to better understand not only what 
we do, but how we do it so well. That alone is the ultimate compliment. To be honest, I never get tired of that! 

As we soon observe St. Valentine’s Day, the notion of love is ever-present. We see and hear all around us messages and reminders 
of love – all that it implies and achieves for humans. The word ‘love’ is one of the first references in our mission statement: “Our 
mission at St. Thomas More High School is to love, educate, and serve young people in the Spirit of Jesus Christ.” It is no accident 
that ‘love’ is first and foremost in our statement. Love is the fundamental ingredient for any relationship to not only survive, but 
thrive. With love in our hearts, we can sustain our values, pursue our goals, and accomplish our dreams.  

This is the essence of Chapter 13 in 1 Corinthians. This brief passage in scripture can be the compass for any of our tasks and for all 
of the relationships in our lives…whether they are personal or professional: 

 

 

 

 

 

I recently saw a bumper sticker that read, “Love conquers all struggles - big or small.” My reaction was a solid “AMEN!” It is 
indispensable. With your ongoing and cherished acts of love through the support of financial gifts and/or the volunteering at so 
many events or activities, we are better positioned to forward the mission of St. Thomas More. 
Together we can proudly continue to love, educate, and serve our students in the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ. We recognize that we can’t do it alone. It takes a partnership with our alumni and donors. For 
that, we thank you! Thank you for what you have done…for what you continue to do…for what you 
will do! Your expressions of love are recognized and very much appreciated. 
Continue to keep in your prayers our students and their families as well as our faculty and staff. Please 
know that we keep all of you in our daily prayers. I welcome and encourage you to contact me at any 
time if you have concerns, encouragements, or ideas to share. 
 
Pace e bene! Peace and all goodness! 
     
       Dr. Mark T. Joerres (TM ‘80) 
       Chief Administrator 
       St. Thomas More High School 

A Message from Our Chief Administrator 
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 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If  
I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I 
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It 
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.  



 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 31ST ANNUAL DINNER AUCTION! 

Friends of St. Thomas More are invited for an evening of friendraising and fundraising as we celebrate 

our history; honor our current students, faculty, and staff; and prepare for future Cavaliers! 

Saturday, April 5th 
*Doors open at 5:00 PM. Please enter through the north doors off of Morgan Avenue.  

Complimentary valet parking and coat check are available. 

*Silent Auction and Raffles begin at 5:00 PM.  

Appetizers and beverages will be served in the Community Room. 

*Dinner catered by Chef Jack’s at 7:30 pm followed by a brief program and Live Auction. 

#CavaliersThroughTheYears 

Honoring the 2014  
Chancellor Award 

Winners  
Virginia and Joseph 

Mallof 
for their generous 

support of  
St. Thomas More 

High School. 

TICKETS 

Single tickets are: 

 $100 (now-February 28th)  
 $125 (March 1st– April 1st)  

PURCHASE EARLY! 

 -Purchase tickets safely and securely    
 online at www.tmore.org. 
 -Contact Amy Rowell by calling 414-  
 481-8370 x109 or emailing   
 arowell@tmore.org to pay by cash or    
 check. 

*For more information regarding group ticket sales, sponsorships, or auction/raffle donations, please visit 
www.tmore.org or contact Amy Rowell in the Development Department. 
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Take a Seat in STM’s Auditorium 
It comes as no surprise that the St. Thomas More Fine Arts 
Program has been steadily on the rise, much thanks to the 
persistence, dedication , and vision of Theater Director Matt 
Zembrowski and Music Teacher Nancy Wiecki. From having 
a section of new seats installed in the auditorium to 
increasing student theater participation to twice its size 
from last year, Matt and Nancy have continued to advocate 
for many important changes. Recently we sat down with 
these two faculty members to learn more about this exciting 
movement to enhance the STM Fine Arts Program, more  

             specifically the Theater and Music sectors. 
 

How does Fine Arts contribute to the overall education of the student? Nancy: Art is a different way of knowing. It 
helps students experience the emotion of something. It also helps them to use both sides of their brain, and to 
develop better critical thinking and problem solving skills. 
 

What types of Fine Arts Classes are offered at STM? Nancy: We have two distinct subgroups. The first is the Visual 
Arts classes. These are offered by Art Teacher, Jodi Brzezinski, and consist of Art Fundamentals, Drawing and 
Painting, Ceramics, Metals, Fibers, Photography, Advanced Photography, and AP Studio Art. Matt: Yes, the other 
group is the Performing Arts classes. These are band, two choir classes, guitar and piano, and strings. And for those 
interested in the performing arts, the classes and ensembles here offer students a chance to experience 
real rehearsal conditions and expectations with staff that have a multitude of performing experiences as working 
professionals in the field . 
 

What extracurriculars are available to students interested in fine arts? Matt: The two biggest I would say are the 
fall play and the spring musical. Students can participate in many different capacities by being an actor, singer, 
dancer, pit musician, or even a stage crew member. Aside from these two productions, we also have a drama club 
which helps raise awareness of the theater program, and we have a Tri-M Music Honors Society which helps out 
with concerts and musical social events. Nancy: If you’re more into the music aspect, you can participate in pep 
band or music ministry as well. 
 

What plans do you have to grow the Fine Arts Program in the near future? Nancy: Currently, I’m working with   
UW-Waukesha to offer a college level music fundamentals class—taught by myself at STM—which students can get 
COLLEGE CREDIT for taking. It will count towards one of their college elective classes, so that’s pretty exciting. Also, 
we are still fundraising for new auditorium seats, and we are hoping to replace many of those within the next year. 
Matt: There are plans to add a theater class next year as well as a revamped music appreciation class. I am also 
looking to host a theater summer camp this year, and I would love to bring a studio show to STM during the next 
year. It would be a smaller production, but it would give the students even more theater experience. 
 

What advice do you have for students who may be interested in fine arts but don’t know where to start? Nancy: I 
would say to them: BE PROACTIVE! Sit down with your academic advisors and tell them it’s important for you to try 
out a fine arts class. It never hurts to try something. You won’t know what you like or don’t like until you try it. Matt: 
I agree. I didn’t want to go to my first piano lesson, but my dad locked me out of the house and told me “just go 
meet with the teacher; if you don’t like it after today, then you don’t have to do it,” and I ended up falling in love 
with music and theater. Though many people may see the arts as not being the “cool” thing to do, having a 
background in the arts is EXTREMELY useful and the arts are truly EVERYWHERE. Being able to see that is a real gift. 
For instance, it is proven that having experience with performing arts leads one to do better in ANY job interview 
because of the constant practice of communication and speaking skills that the arts provide. Who wouldn’t want to     
   have that benefit? 

STM Theater students practicing at a rehearsal  
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For more information or with any questions about the Fine Arts Program, 

please contact Matt Zembrowski at mzembrowski@tmore.org or Nancy 

Wiecki at nwiecki@tmore.org.  
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“Take a Seat” Donation Form 
I/We would like to support the STM Auditorium, home of the Fine Arts Theater & Music Programs, in the following way: 

10 Theater Seats: $1,000  

5 Theater Seats: $500 

1 Theater Seat: $100 

I would like to buy ________ seat(s) in the name(s) of: 

______________________________   __________________________________ 

______________________________   __________________________________ 

Other generous gift to St. Thomas More Fine Arts: $___________________ 

My/Our gift is payable: 

Through the check enclosed 

Through credit card  

Credit Card Payment Information:  Mastercard   Visa American Express  

Account #:_______________________________________________________________    Exp. Date:   _______  / _______ 

Security Code: __________________ 

I/We give permission to have this gift acknowledged in St. Thomas More High School publications. 

I/We wish to remain anonymous. 

Print Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, St:__________________________________________________________Zip:______________________________ 

Phone:___________________________________Email:____________________________________________________ 

 

Signature(s):_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to: St. Thomas More High School.                           

Mail to: St. Thomas More, 2601 E. Morgan Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53207 

If you have questions, please contact Debbie Branger, Coordinator of Donor Relations and Fund Development at 

dbranger@tmore.org or (414) 481-8370 x108. 

 

The STM Fine Arts Program needs to replace 400 broken and worn down seats in the 

school auditorium. In order to raise awareness of this need, we are launching the 

“Take a Seat” campaign. If you would like to donate to this cause, please make a copy 

of this form below and mail back to St. Thomas More High School. 
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Retirement of Pat Ross 
On Friday, January 24th, many faculty and staff (former and current), students, 

friends, family, and alumni gathered  in the Community Room for a luncheon to 

celebrate the career of a beloved person in the St. Thomas More Family—Coach 

Pat Ross!  Spirits were quite high and the atmosphere was light and airy, as ones 

closest to Coach Ross shared memories of him from over the years (most of 

them hysterically funny we might add).  

For over 30 years, Coach Ross has been a part 

of the school. His journey with St. Thomas 

More started when his two sons, Scott (TM ’84) 

and Tim (TM ‘89), attended high school here. From there, Coach Ross took 

a position on the boys’ basketball coaching staff where he stayed for 26 

years—with the last 17 as the head coach. This was the longest sports 

tenure in our school history! 

Throughout his time here, he not only dedicated his time and energy to 

the boys basketball program but also sporadically to the golf program, to 

being a front desk greeter and security guard, to being a cafeteria 

supervisor, and to being a study hall moderator. He will be missed dearly  

by the STM community and we wish him the best of luck on his future 

endeavors. We thank him for all of his service to our school! See below for pictures from the luncheon. 

  

Ross with his family at the luncheon  
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Faculty and Administration: New Faces 

Name: Anna Morrison 
Position: Business & 
Technology Teacher 
Hometown:  Paquannock,  NJ 
College: UW-Milwaukee &    
UW-Whitewater 

Name: Kevin Russell  
Position: Development 
Associate & Grant Specialist 
Hometown: Valparaiso, IN 
College:  Loyola University  

Name: Jared  Liebel 
Position: Director of IT 
Hometown: Milwaukee, WI 
College: UW-Madison & 
Cardinal Stritch University 

STM Receives 2013 Stemmy Award 
We are very excited to share that St. Thomas More was the recipient of the 

"Excellence in STEM" Award in the category of Education this past year. On 

October 22nd, many faculty and staff including Mary Spiegel, Mary Burke, Sharon 

Tomski, and Ben Rezutek  represented STM at the annual Strengthening Our Youth 

in Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics Conference, where Ben 

Rezutek accepted the Stemmy--on STM's behalf--at the awards ceremony. We are 

VERY proud of this accomplishment and we know that our STEM program will 

continue to grow at STM for years to come.   

 

For more information on the  Stemmy Award or on the sySTEMnow Conference, 

visit our website and type “Stemmy Award” into the provided search bar. 

Welcome to our  

St. Thomas More Family! 

Do You Receive Our Emails? 

If you would like to be put on our email list so that we can update you on activities and 
events happening at STM, please contact Amy Rowell at 414-481-8370 x 109 or at 
arowell@tmore.org.  

The trophy that STM was awarded 
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Italy Pilgrimage 

Each year, St. Thomas More High School offers the opportunity to its juniors to take a 10-day pilgrimage to 
Rome and Assisi, Italy.  This pilgrimage is optional for students, faculty and staff – a wonderful chance to 
attend a spiritually enriching journey to the very heart of the Church and St. Francis. 

Pilgrims have the opportunity to learn through travel as they ponder the beauty of the Universal Catholic 
Church.  St. Peter’s Basilica, the early Catacombs, the Basilica of St. John Lateran, and much more are on the 
itinerary for this trip of a lifetime.  Pilgrims also spend time walking in the footsteps of St. Francis while 
visiting Assisi, a small medieval Italian town known for its wealth of peace and spiritual depth. 

The pilgrimage is open to anyone during their junior year.  For more information, please contact our Campus 

Minister, Peter Burds at pburds@tmore.org, or by phone at 414-481-8370 x 123. 

“Just to feel the stones of the small 

building that Francis built 

was a humbling and eye-

opening experience.” 

   Erynn Lewis 

Group photo of the students who went on this year’s Italy Pilgrimage 

http://tmore.org/campus-ministry/italy-pilgrimage/pburds@tmore.org
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A Reflection on the Pilgrimage 
Written by Erynn Lewis (STM ‘15) 
 

Over the Christmas break I had the life-changing experience to make a 
pilgrimage to the cities of Assisi and Rome in Italy.  Before leaving, I 
expected the trip to be amazing, but the trip itself was beyond all of my 
expectations.  When we first arrived in Assisi, I couldn’t help but stare 
out the window of the bus as we made our way to our hotel, Casa Papa 
Giovanni.  My eyes were glued to the breath-taking scenery and various 
churches we passed, which I could not wait to visit.  As the trip 
progressed, I was able to explore the peaceful city of Assisi and truly 
appreciate the beauty of nature and the history of the Church. 

The most inspiring part about walking the streets of Assisi was 
the fact that we were walking in the same steps of St. Francis 
and St. Clare.  One very touching time for me was when we took 
a walk that St. Clare would have taken as she left her home in 
Assisi to follow Francis and become poor.  Clare’s confidence 
and courage inspired me to really find my own self-confidence.  
One of my favorite places that we visited was the Porziuncola, a 
Church that St. Francis built among the poor.  Just to feel the 
stones of the small building that Francis built was a humbling 
and eye-opening experience.  It inspired me to want to build up 
the Church in my own way by spreading the faith.   

As our time in the little town came to an end, I was sad to leave Assisi, where 
so many memories were made, but I knew that somehow I would come back 
someday.  Although our time in Rome was much shorter than our time in 
Assisi, it was still breath-taking, especially standing in St. Peter’s Square.  St. 
Peter’s Basilica really portrays the power of the Church, but in a welcoming 
way that shows unity.  Walking—or should I say climbing—to the top of the 
Basilica or the cupola of St. Peter’s was my favorite activity we did in Rome; 
once at the top, I felt free and the sights were beyond what words can 
describe.   

This trip was the best time of my life.  Not only was I able to visit some very historical and holy places, but I had 
the wonderful opportunity to make new friends and grow in friendships already formed.  I felt that my fellow 
pilgrims were my family and that Assisi was our home.  Along with growing in relationships with others, I was 

also able to grow in my faith and my 
relationship with God.  If I had the chance 
to go back to Italy, I would go in a 
heartbeat.  I highly recommend that 
anyone slightly interested in the pilgrimage 
try to go. It is by far worth the financial 
investment and stresses of traveling.  
Finally, I am so grateful for my experiences 
and memories made in Italy and am ready 
to spread the faith.  Pax et Bonum!  



25 Years of Women on Campus 
We are continuing—throughout the 2013-14 academic year—to share stories of Cavalier women, in 

celebration of 25 years of women on campus. Please check out our website to see the amazing 

accomplishments of the six other alumnae we have interviewed thus far. 

Many people struggle throughout their early lives to discover themselves--to decide 
who they are and what they want in life--sometimes testing out multiple different 
fields before settling on the right career path. However, it appears that alumna 
Danielle Switalski (TM ’05) is one of those rare exceptions. Danielle was pretty 
confident in who she was and what she wanted to do from the moment she walked 
through the doors of Thomas More High School. Before her freshman year even 
started, Danielle decided to join the TM Cross-Country team and do the summer 
running program. When it came time for the first meet of the season, Danielle was 
the ONLY freshman to participate in it. Not only did she get a head start by making a 
good impression on Coach Mike Mikula, but she also got to know all the 
upperclassmen and became friends with many of them.  

 
This confidence, along with perseverance, also transferred into her academics. One particular example stands 
out for Danielle. “Everyone always talked about Mr. Hermann’s English class being one of the hardest at our 
school, so I was scared all through high school to take his class. But then I took it and I did well. . .my 
stubbornness made me want to get a good grade, so I never worked harder than I did in that class.” She 
attributes Mr. Hermann with helping facilitate and foster her love for English as he was always very patient 
with her and let her be creative in her work.  
 
After high school, Danielle went on to attend the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she majored in 
Journalism and Mass Communications, as well as English Literature. While at college she interned at Brava 
Magazine, a local women’s lifestyle magazine, but when it was time to graduate and apply for a writing 
position, Danielle says it was “one of the most volatile times for jobs.” This did not deter her though, and she 
began applying for everything and anything she could get her hands on. She took the first job she could get at a 
small weekly newspaper outside of Missoula, MT. This stepping stone job quickly led her to a higher level 
position as the Entertainment and Features Editor at a daily newspaper in Elko, NV, where she started her own 
weekly column called “Weekends With Danielle.”  
 
While at this paper, Danielle’s City Editor recommended 
that she try out a Curves workout class, so one day 
Danielle decided to go. On this fateful day, Danielle met a 
woman named Candace, who mentioned that she had a 
very important story to share with the world and that she 
was looking for someone to tell the story. At the time, 
Danielle didn’t really have anything to do, and she saw this 
as an opportunity to stay busy on the weekends, so she 
agreed. Soon after, they drew up a makeshift contract and 
began meeting every weekend. “For a little over a year, 
Candace talked and I typed,” Danielle said.  
 
 

Danielle Switalski (TM ‘05). 
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(Cont’d on next page) 



Student Spotlight 

Caren Cazares (STM ‘14), Manny Hurtado (STM ‘14),  and Nathalie Urbina (STM ‘14):  recently 
graduated from the Countdown to College program at St. Mary’s University. This program was created 
to expose youth with high potential directly to college experience. The students took classes in 
vocabulary, math, writing and reading, and also earned college credit in a science immersion class. 

Kelly Howell (STM ‘14):  signed her National Letter of Intent to attend the University of South Dakota 
next fall, where she will be part of their Division 1 swim team. 

Sophia Olmos (STM ‘14): was accepted to Northwestern University through a very prestigious 
scholarship program called QuestBridge. Through this program Sophia will be given a FULL RIDE 
scholarship for every year she attends college, even if she goes on for a master's degree. She competed 
against thousands of students to receive this scholarship. 

Rachel Welch (STM ‘14): scored in the top four percent nationally on the Digital Electronics Exam. 

Douglas Wicker (STM ‘’14): achieved all of the possible Microsoft Office Certifications that we offer in 
the MOS class—Word, PowerPoint, Access, Excel, and Outlook. 
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When the story was finally finished, they proposed the book to publishers, and it got picked up! “As a writer, 
I had never written that long of anything. . .I didn’t really believe it, but when I finally got a copy of it in the 
mail, it hit me. Unbelievable!” From the beginning, Danielle always knew she wanted to write books and long 
stories, but seeing a hard copy of 9 Wrong Wrong by Candace James with DANIELLE SWITALSKI was a feeling 
she will never forget.  
 
When asked how Thomas More prepared her to be successful in her career, she explained that it was all 
about the bonds she formed and the people she met here with whom she is still good friends today. 
“Without my support system (from Thomas More), I wouldn’t have been able to do what I’m doing today 
 . . . which is why I’m confident to pursue my goals,” she shares.  
 
Since writing the book, Danielle has moved back to Milwaukee to be closer to family and friends, and is now 
a columnist for My Community NOW with the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. When asked what is next for her 
career, she smiles and says, “Since introducing myself in Montana, I had always said I wanted to write a book 
by 25 and I did it. Now I want to write a fiction book by the time I’m 30.” We look forward to seeing what the 
future holds for Danielle and wish her the best of luck!  

*Please visit our website and also ‘like’ us on Facebook to view all of the profiles as 

they are posted. Is there an alumna that you’d like us to feature? Please contact Amy 

Rowell, Director of Development by email arowell@tmore.org or by phone 414-481-

8370 x109.  

mailto:dsteffes@tmore.org


Events Review 

The alumnae who participated in this year’s  
Women’s Basketball Game 

Some of the featured artists at the AP Studio 
Fall Art Show 

Students in traditional costumes for the Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Mass 

Students having fun along the four-mile        
Walkathon route 
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STM Walkathon—October 10th  
We hosted our inaugural Walkathon in which students raised money 
for the school, and then completed a 4-mile walk around our beautiful 
campus. In total, we raised $11,636.60 in this first year! We are excited 
to continue and build upon this tradition for years to come. 
 

Athletic Association’s Casino Night—October 19th  
This event keeps getting better and better each year! This year, not 
only did we have a record attendance but also a record profit! The 
evening brought in 270 people, and we raised almost $8,000 which will 
go towards the construction of Phase II of the Fitness Center. 
 

Fall Open House—October 27th 
More than 350 families visited our two-day Open House.  Board 
members greeted families at the door and led them to the Jerry 
Huennekens Gymnasium, where they walked the perimeter of the 
room to meet our teachers and coaches at their respective 
tables.  Current students and parents took the families on tours of the 
building, highlighting some of the special programs that STM has to 
offer.  The success of our Open House has led to an increase over last 
year in the number of applications for enrollment in the fall.  Tours of 
the building are always available, and we encourage prospective 
students to schedule a shadow visit to see what STM is all 
about!  Contact Kris Post at kpost@tmore.org to schedule a visit. 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass—November 12th 
This annual, festive Mass was extremely well-attended and our 
students’ bright costumes and elaborate dances did not disappoint. All 
students, faculty, staff and many community members packed into the 
gym to celebrate and worship our blessed Virgin Mother. 
 

AP Studio Fall Art Show—December 12th  
This year’s show featured the work of 13 AP students, and was the 
most attended Art Show that STM has seen in a long time. It was a 
great way for students to share their entire semester’s projects, and 
students were even able to sell some of their pieces! 
 

Alumni Basketball Games—November 30th & December 29th  
Fifteen boy’s teams came out to participate in the annual tournament 
and this year’s winners proved to be the class of 1998. The annual girl’s 
game was also a great turnout, as 19 alumnae showed up to scrimmage 
the current team. In the end, the alumnae came out with the win!  
 

Sheepshead Tournament--January 18th 
There were 67 participants in the Sixth-Annual STM Sheepshead 
Tournament on Saturday, January 18.  After three rounds in three-and-
a-half hours, Ed Knutson was named the champion with a cumulative 
score of +32, just edging out Timothy Tym (TM ’82).  We hope you can 
make it for next year’s tournament, again to be held in mid-January. 

 
 
 

mailto:kpost@tmore.org


Upcoming Events 

Visit www.tmore.org and click “Upcoming Events” to get more details on the events below.  
 
Spring Musical—Friday-Sunday, March 7th, 8th, 9th, 7:30 PM, 7:30 PM, 2 PM @ STM 
Friday-Sunday, March 14th, 15th, 16th, 7:30 PM, 7:30 PM, 2 PM @ STM 
This year’s popular musical, Footloose, is based on the original 1984 film. It tells the 
story of an upbeat teen who moves to a small town in which, as the result of the 
efforts of a local minister, dancing and rock music have been banned. This lively 
musical is packed with energetic singing and dancing, so please be sure to join us for 
one of the six performances. 
 
Bean Bag Toss Tournament – Saturday, March 15th, 8:15 AM @ St. Thomas More  
Hosted by Cavalier Athletics, this will be an adult doubles competition. The first 64 
teams to register will compete.  Prizes will be awarded, concessions will be sold, and 
raffles will take place. It’s just $20 per team to play.  Please register by March 5, 
2014.  Entry fee is non-refundable.  All proceeds from this event will benefit the STM 
Athletic Program.  Contact Dan Steffes at dsteffes@tmore.org with any questions.  
 
STM Annual Dinner Auction—Saturday, April 5th, 5 PM-12 AM @ STM 
The theme of this year’s dinner auction is “Cavaliers Through the Years”. We will be  
celebrating our school’s history with a night of food, friends, and fun! Please see page 
three and our website for more in-depth auction details. 
 
Legacy Fishing Classic– Saturday, June 7th, 6 AM-2 PM @ Pewaukee Sports Dock 
With a catch-and-release bass tournament ($500 for first place!), tons of great raffle 
prizes, and lunch provided, this third-annual fishing event is sure to be a blast. 
Register your team by visiting the website, under Upcoming Events, and clicking 
Registration Form and Release. More details about the tournament are available  
under Upcoming Events as well. 
 
TMO–Monday, August 4th @ Evergreen Golf Club 
Join us for a great day of golf for a great cause. Registration opens April 15th; check 
online for up-to-date information. (More information to come in the spring Spirit.) 
Proceeds from the tournament benefit the Legacy Scholarship Program at STM. 
Please contact Development Director Amy Rowell at arowell@tmore.org with any 
questions. 
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Does your year of graduation end in a “4” or 
a “9” ? If so, your class is due for a reunion in 
2014. Please contact Amy Rowell at 
arowell@tmore.org for more information. 

Alumni Reunion Time! 
Taking Nominations for the 2014 

Alumni Hall of Fame 
We are currently looking for nominations for induction into 
the 2014 Alumni Hall of Fame. If you know of anyone who 
would be a good candidate, please email Director of 
Development Amy Rowell at arowell@tmore.org or 414-481
-8370 x109. Deadline for submitting nominations is July 1, 
2014. 

mailto:dsteffes@tmore.org


Thomas More 

Megan Galonski (TM ’05) and Kyle Stouff (TM ’05) were married on August 3, 2013 at St. Romans Church in Milwaukee.  Their 
daughter, Tenley Rose Stouff, was born on August 19, 2012.  Megan graduated from Cardinal Stritch University with a degree in 
Nursing and Kyle graduated from Concordia University with a teaching degree.  They reside in Cudahy, WI. 

Missy Skurzewski-Servant (TM ’00) is currently a Professor of Health & Exercise Science, as well as the Associate Dean at the 
University of Wisconsin-Sheboygan.  She received a PhD in Leadership Studies from Marian University in Fond du Lac, WI in May of 
2013. Missy married Joe Servant, UW-Sheboygan  Men's  Head Basketball Coach in August of 2013  

Dan Steffes (TM ’03) married Jackie Voykin on November 2, 2013.  Dan is the son of Michael (TM ’73) and Nancy Steffes.  The 
wedding party included STM English teacher Kevin Dineen, Mike Mikula (TM ’84) and Andy Plewa (TM ’04).   

Janna Wrench (TM ’96) and her husband Dan welcomed their third child, Henry Adam on August 9, 2013. Two-year-old twins, Eleanor 
and Edward love having a baby brother to take care of. 

St. Thomas More 

Jacob Bach (STM ’10) will be performing in the musical Hair at the Skylight Music Theatre in Milwaukee.  The show runs May 16th – 
June 8th. 

Thomas Gates (STM ’08) and Chelsea Sardina (STM ’08) were married September 28, 2013 at Blessed Sacrament Church in 
Milwaukee. Thomas graduated from Marquette University with an Environmental Engineering degree and is currently working for the 
City of Milwaukee Water Department. Chelsea graduated from Concordia with her Bachelor’s in Nursing and is working the Neonatal 

Class  

Notes 

If you would like to share news or if you have a 

memorial that you would like included for 

publication in the next issue of the Spirit, please 

send your information to Debbie Branger at 

dbranger@tmore.org or by mail to: St. Thomas 

More High School, Attn: Debbie Branger, 2601 E. 

Morgan Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53207. 

@STMCavaliers 
#STMCavaliers 

St. Thomas More  
High School  
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Each academic quarter, graduating seniors at MSOE are invited to 

nominate “an individual from their secondary school experience —a 

teacher who not only ‘knew her/his stuff,’— but could ‘communicate’ it, 

and whose commitment to students included encouragement of further 

educational and career goals.” Graduating MSOE student, Laura Anne 

Matthew (STM ‘08),  did not even hesitate when selecting STM Music 

Teacher Nancy Wiecki as the “Very Influential Person” from her high 

school experience. Nancy was invited to attend MSOE’s Fall 

Commencement with Laura on November 23, 2013 , where Nancy 

received MSOE’s Award for High School Teaching Excellence and a 

commemorative plaque. Congratulations to both Laura and Nancy! 

(Pictured left to right: Nancy Wiecki, Laura Matthew.) 

Faculty Member Honored at MSOE Graduation 



 

In Loving Memory of... 
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“Blessed are they that mourn,  

for they shall be comforted.” ~Matthew 5 

St. Thomas More, 

 pray for us.  

Rita M. Amidzich, mother of Scott (TM ’74), January 16, 2014, at the age of 90.  
Joseph David Badura (DB ’65), November 18, 2013, at the age of 66. 
Paul Bakula, father of Mark (DB ’68), November 3, 2013, at the age of 90. 
Eugene E. “Geno” Barczak (DB ’56) brother of Jerome (DB ’50), Edward (DB ’58), Michael (DB ’66) and brother-in-law of Dan Goodmann (DB 
’64), January 8, 2014. 
Jack John Bayliss (DB ’49), December 8, 2013, at the age of 83. 
Chester Z. “Chet” Bialas (DB ’67), brother of Anthony (DB ’72), January 18, 2014, at the age of 64. 
Stanley C. Bogdanski, father of Stanley (TM ’76) and Matthew (TM ‘80), September 28 2013, at the age of 86. 
Lynne M. Bontempo, mother of Gina (TM ’93) and Kara (TM ’96), December 17, 2013, at the age of 62. 
Robert “Bob” Borges (DB ’69), January 5, 2014, at the age of 62. 
Daryl R. Boyle (TM ’73) father of Katie (STM ’09), Sarah (Adam) Czajka (TM ’00) and the late Bryan Boyle (TM ’95), January 21, 2014, at the 
age of 58.  
Florence Dombeck, mother of Michael (DB ’66), January 14, 2014, at the age of 92.  
Rosemary Gerschke, grandmother of, Frank (STM ’10), Alex (STM ’12), Mary (STM ’15) and Aimee (STM‘16), October 29, 2013, at the age 82.  
Ronald R. “Ron” Gish, father of Scott (TM ’85) and Jesse (TM ’90), January 13, 2014, at the age of 69. 
Theodore Gronski, Sr., father of Dr. Theodore Gronski (TM ’77), January 14, 2014, at the age of 91. 
Tommy Gumina, “Mr. Fingers”, (DB ’49), October 28, 2013, at the age of 82. 
James J. Gundrum, (DB ’51), brother of Gerald (DB ’54), July 21, 2013, at the age of 79. 
Richard J. Hagen, father of Mark (TM ’87), January 23, 2014, at the age of 79.  
Violet Halejak, wife of Ken (PN ’71), December 25, 2012, at the age of 59. 
Linda Annette Hausladen, sister of George (DB ’68), October 28, 2013, at the age of 58. 
Harvey J. Hemmen,  (PN ’40), September 12, 2013, at the age of 91. 
Lucille “Mickie” Hushek, mother of David (PN ’71), December 15, 2013, at the age of 87. 
Norah Jane Iwen, daughter of Josh (TM ’99) and Andrea (Krimmer)(TM ’99) and niece of Jeremy (TM ’94), December 14, 2013. Norah passed 
away peacefully in the arms of her loving parents. 
Ralph J. Jatczak, father of Mike (TM ’79) and Scott (TM ’82), November 2, 2013, at the age of 77. 
Gerald J. LaVallee, brother of Steven (TM ’73), November 1, 2013, at the age of 54. 
Richard “Dick” Miller, (TM ’76) brother of Charles (PN ’69), Thomas (PN ’71), Timothy (TM ’73), Gerard (TM ’77) and Joseph (TM ’80), 
January 11, 2014, at the age of 55. 
Donald R. Meyer, father of Glenn (DB ’68) and Jeff (TM ’79), December 12, 2013, at the age of 86. 
Mary L. Mueller, mother of Paul (TM ’78), Lawrence (TM ‘79) and James (TM ’82), January 21, 2014, at the age of 85.  
Rev. Gerald Pleva,  (DB ’57), September 25, 2013, at the age of 74. 
James W. Peppey, father of Chris (TM ’77), January 19, 2014, at the age of 91. 
Henry Puzia, father of David (TM ’73) and Michael (TM ’76), December  11, 2013, at the age of 88. 
Robert P. Rawski, father of Robert (TM ’84) and Ronald (TM ’88), January 23, 2014, at the age of 82. 
Donald J. Reitz, father of Michael (DB ’72) and James (TM ’75), January 3, 2014, at the age of 91. 
Daniel Rutkowski, May 13, 2013 at the age of 85 and Doris Rutkowski, November 19, 2013, at the age of 85. Dan and Doris are parents of 
Dr. John Rutkowski (TM ’76) and Jim Rutkowski (TM ‘78). 
Joseph F. Schaefer, father of Major Michael Schaefer (TM ’93), January 30, 2014, at the age of 82. 
Gloria E. Schreiber, mother of David (DB ’67), October 28, 2013, at the age of 86. 
Mary C. Spenner, mother of Donald (DB ’61), October 15, 2013, at the age of 91. 
Eugene J. Stanosz, January 15, 2014 at the age of 88 and Mary Jane Stanosz, November 3, 2013, at the age of 87.  Eugene and Mary Jane are 
parents of Glen (DB ’72), Greg (DB ’70) and former staff member Rev. Paul Stanosz. 
Mary Jane M. Starosta-Rauch, mother of Robert (TM ’78), Joseph (TM ’79), and Andrew (TM ’81), and grandmother of Jonathan (STM ’12) 
and Alexis (STM ’15), January 28, 2014, at the age of 79. 
Jacqueline D. Jackie Teske, mother of Paul (PN ’72), October 26, 2013, at the age of 84. 
Joseph Till, father of Joseph S. (TM’86), January 26, 2014, at the age of 85.  
Marjorie A. (Marge) Walton, mother of Mark (TM ’81), Scott (TM ’82) and Wendy (SMA ’85). mother-in- law of John  (TM 
’86) and grandmother of Sam (STM ’13), Kaitlyn (STM ’14), Grace (STM ’15) and  Carly (STM ’17) December 27, 2013, at 
the age of 73. 
Virginia “Jeannie” Weber, grandmother of Kristen (TM ’03), Jessica (TM ’03), Carl (TM ’05) and Calvin (STM ’08), January 
16, 2014, at the age of 88. 
Donald Wendlick, father of David (TM ’86), December 29, 2013, at the age of 76. 
Jane Wong, mother of Matthew (TM ’06) and Joseph (TM ’07), January 23, 2014, at the age of 49. 



St. Thomas More High School 
2601 East Morgan Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53207-3725 

Phone: 414-481-8370 
Fax: 414-481-3382 
www.tmore.org 

Address Service Requested 

It should not surprise you to learn that at St. Thomas More we are equally dedicated to the students of 
today as we are to the students of tomorrow. As part of satisfying that effort, St. Thomas More is 
launching a formal planned giving program.  
 
Planned giving is a type of charitable giving that allows a donor to achieve their personal financial goals 
while still supporting a gift, usually in the future, to St. Thomas More. These gifts allow St. Thomas More 
the financial stability it requires to properly budget in order to meet the demands of our facilities, our 
students, our staff, and our community. 
 
For more information, please contact Amy Rowell, Director of Development, by calling 414-481-8370 x 109 
or emailing arowell@tmore.org.  

mailto:arowell@tmore.org

