


Message From Our Chief Administrator 
Pax et bonum!  
 

St. Francis of Assisi said: “Start by doing what’s necessary; then do what’s possible.” I am extremely proud to 
say that at St. Thomas More High School, we are achieving the possible in everything we do.  
 

Every day when I interact with the students at any point on campus, I am reminded just how truly blessed I 
am to be here leading this magnificent school community. You might think that it is a bit cliché or perhaps 
over exaggerated. Yet, it is merely the truth. As I see the faces of the students who are genuinely very 
inspiring young men and women simply trying to realize success, understanding, and acceptance, I am 
motivated to continuously nurture and advocate for them every step of the way. 
 

I am not alone. Our incredibly dedicated, competent, and caring teachers bring their best every single day to 
their classroom instruction and their extracurricular leadership. Our administrators and support staff are the 
most passionate and innovative individuals I have ever met. I am motivated to tell anyone who will listen just 
how much all of their combined support and sacrifice is advancing our competitive and rigorous programs.  
 

When I walk the halls, I bear witness to the ongoing upgrades we are making to our classrooms, athletic 
facilities, auditorium, and offices that are enhancing the experiences of and opportunities for our students. 
When donors and benefactors provide generous financial support, I am moved to praise God for His 
undeniable graces in blessing our beautiful 16-acre campus and all who serve and are served within it. 
 

With our Strategic Plan solidly in place, we are focusing with careful thought and extreme intentionality on 
bringing to fruition all of the goals that we have established. The six areas of the Strategic Plan: Catholic 
Identity, Academics, Enrollment, Facilities, Development, and Intellectual Capital are all instrumental to our 
coherent and comprehensive enhancements. We are persistent in our efforts to provide a Catholic high 
school experience that is second to none.  
 

To have personally witnessed the evolution of our school from my time as a Thomas More High School 
student and member of the Class of 1980 to returning to serve in 2008, I am able to offer a unique 
perspective of our past, present, and future. I am excited about the way in which we celebrate and 
appreciate our technology while honoring and respecting our tradition.  
 

We are truly a school where technology meets tradition in a very 
meaningful way. 
 

When we dismiss our students every afternoon, I am confident 
that we have done everything possible and I look forward to the 
opportunity to do it all again the following day. 
 

I hope you will consider joining me in forwarding the mission of St. 
Thomas More High School so that together we can proudly 
continue to love, educate, and serve our 
students in the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 
 

I welcome and encourage you to contact me at any time if you have concerns, 
encouragements, or ideas to share.  
 

Pax et bonum! Peace and all goodness!  
       

       Dr. Mark T. Joerres (TM ‘80) 
       Chief Administrator 
       St. Thomas More High School 
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Faculty and Administration: New Faces 
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Name: Drew Cordell 
Position: Math Teacher 
Hometown: Dixon, IL 
College: Northern Illinois 
University 

Name: Jennifer Jorgensen  
Position: English Teacher 
Hometown: Slinger, WI 
College:  Marquette University  

Name: Amy Rowell  (TM ‘94) 
Position: Director of 
Development 
Hometown: St. Francis, WI 
College: Marquette University 

Name:  Mara Mamerow (TM ‘07) 
Position: Math Teacher 
Hometown: Oak Creek, WI 
College: UW-Milwaukee 

Name: Joel Woppert 
Position: Director of IT 
Hometown: Milwaukee, WI 
Colleges: MATC, MSOE, 
Herzing 

Name:  Kate Willems 
Position: Academic Advisor 
Hometown: Franklin, WI 
College: UW-Milwaukee 

Name: Mike Greuel 
Position: Theology Teacher 
Hometown: Milwaukee, WI 
College: Marquette University 

Name:  Brian Killoran 
Position: Science Teacher 
Hometown: Dubuque, IA 
College: Marquette University 

Name: Tony Rome 
Position: Science Teacher 
Hometown: Milwaukee, WI 
College: UW-Milwaukee 

Name: Katelin Clark 
Position: Interactive  
Marketing Coordinator 
Hometown: Kansas City, KS 
College: Elon University 

Name:  Matt Zembrowski 
Position: Chorus Teacher 
and Theater Director  
Hometown: Milwaukee, WI 
College: UW-Milwaukee 

Welcome to our 

St. Thomas More Family! 



Expanding Our International Diversity 

In the last issue of the Spirit, we wrote about a trip that Kris Post, Director of Admissions, and Sara Vahl (TM 
’00), Academic Advisor, took to China last April. A new partnership with the Wisconsin International Agency 
(WIA) has opened the door for seven students from China to join the STM family.  The students are carefully 
selected through a rigorous application and interview process. Also joining us this fall as freshmen are two 
students from Germany.  Combined with two seniors from South Korea who joined us in 2012, our 
international student population has grown into the double-digits! 

Our students from China have made a smooth transition since their arrival last month.  Jacob, a junior 
transfer student from a school in Missouri, has already spent two years in the United States. His English is 
well-developed and he is proving to be quite exceptional in math. Sophomores John and Stanley and 
freshmen Chloe, Frank, Hetty and Sherry round out the group. Stanley and Frank both golf and Jacob hopes 
to play intramural basketball this winter. We are able to offer our students from China daily “English 
Language Learner” support which has assisted in their language development.  The goal of WIA’s program is 
to enroll accomplished Chinese students into one of Milwaukee’s participating high schools. Each student 
from China will stay at STM until he/she graduates.  They will also apply to colleges in the United States. Kris 
Post will be traveling to China again in November in hopes of recruiting additional students for next year. 

Freshman twins Cheryl and Jason have traveled to STM from Germany. They have had a connection to STM 
since their childhood.  Stacy Zielinski (TM ‘96) was a nanny for the twins in Germany when they were 
toddlers! They have all kept in touch over the years and Stacy is now hosting Cheryl & Jason. School work 
has been going very well and making friends has proven to be a lot of fun. Cheryl is taking French 3 and 
playing on the girls’ tennis team. Jason plans to join the boys’ tennis team in the spring and also enjoys art 
and guitar. 

We are very pleased with the growth in our number of international students this year. We are enjoying the 
added benefits of our multi-cultural student body and we are excited that these students will be part of 
More for years to come. 

            If you have any questions about our international program, 
            contact the Admissions Office at 414-481-8370 ext. 140 or 
            e-mail kpost@tmore.org.  

Our seven new Chinese students and two new German students with their Big Buddies and faculty advisors after a luncheon. 
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The Cavalier football team accepting a plaque from Mike “Big Time” McGivern. 

Shout Out To Cavalier Football 

After thoughtful consideration, the Student Services Center and the Development Department 
traded spaces over the summer. This change allows for students to more easily access their advisors 
throughout the day in a more conducive space. Likewise, the Development Department is now 
adjacent to the General Office where they are able to network more efficiently with administrators 
and more easily accommodate alumni and community member visitors. Both spaces received a 
minor facelift and other upgrades. 
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Trading Spaces: St. Thomas More Style 

Our Cavalier football team is 
having an amazing season with a 
6-1 start and heading to state 
playoffs! Pictured at right is radio 
host Mike “Big Time” McGivern 
dropping by practice to present 
the team with a plaque for being 
named the SportsRadio 1250 
WSSP Smart Choice MRI Team of 
the Week! As of October 9th, the 
team ranked 10th in Division 4 
football in the state of Wisconsin 
(out of 65 schools)! Go Cavs! 



History Behind Campus Statue 

Statue dedicated to Edward Osep. 

THE MORE THINGS CHANGE, THE MORE THEY STAY THE SAME… 

We can all agree that over the decades much about our campus has changed. 
From the name on the front of the building to the demographics of our student 
population, we would be unrecognizable, on the surface, to most of the alumni 
of our predecessor schools. 

Recently, our Development Department began exploring the deepest roots of our 
campus and, through the process, found that what has remained intact over the 
years is what is most important. 

In mid-August, while taking photos to be used for marketing materials 
throughout the 2013-14 academic year, a nameplate was observed on the statue 
of Mary nestled between two trees off of the Kinnickinnic Avenue driveway. It 
reads “In Memory of Edward C. Osep 1920-1943” 

Speculation began and continued throughout that day. Everyone who was asked 
acknowledged awareness of the statue, but no one could explain the significance of the inscription. 

Donald Osep (DB ’54) is listed in our active alumni directory which indicated a potential familial connection, 
so we turned to the yearbooks in our Legacy Room. Based on Edward’s year of birth, we estimated that, if a 
student, he would have attended Pio Nono with a graduation year of 1938 or 1939. It was an exciting moment 
when we found him pictured with the Class of 1939 in the Pinomagio, Pio Nono’s yearbook; but our elation 
was short-lived when we found the following in the November 19th, 1943 Penman, Pio Nono’s newspaper: 

“Sergeant Edward Osep, ’39, is the third graduate reported missing in action. He flew for the army in the 
European area and is believed to have been lost in the raid on German ball-bearing plants, October 15. In 
1938, Ed was chosen as an all-Catholic end. He was also active in Sodality.” 

Our desire to know more about Edward and the statue was overwhelming. Over the years, thousands of 
students and their parents, faculty and staff, and visitors alike have walked past the statue yet we could not 
locate anyone who knew the history. That 
is, until we phoned Donald Osep. 

Donald was not available but his wife, Judy, 
acknowledged that Edward was a relative 
though she had limited information as 
Edward died when Donald was very young, 
and long before he and Judy were married. 
Within a few hours, Donald returned the 
call and provided great detail not only 
about his memories of playing football 
with his much older cousin, Edward, but 
also about the day that Edward’s mother, 
Donald’s aunt, received the news of his  
death. They are two contrasting memories 
that, for Donald, have not faded over time. 

Donald Osep standing in front of the statue dedicated to his cousin, Edward. 
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Memories of Mary Cox (1939-2013) 
Miss Cox was a staple at almost every game; she always watched the pom girls perform.  As a former 

member of the squad and then a coach, I always asked for her approval.  After the performance, I would say 

“What did you think, Miss Cox?”  No matter what, she said we looked good and would smile at me from her 

seat on the bleachers.  I will miss that smile!  – Nikki (Crivello) Synowicz (TM ’98) 

I was an English teacher at Thomas More from 1992-96 and whenever we needed clarification on a point of 

grammar, I would send one of my students to Miss Cox’s room to “go consult the oracle.”  She always knew 

the answer to any grammatical question.  My students affectionately referred to 

her as “Mount Cox,” as in “Mount Olympus.”  She was a very special woman.      

– Peter Giersch 

Miss Cox was always friendly and funny.  She was a great teacher who also made 

things fun.  I won a LOT of prizes in her English and Latin classes.  My friend and I 

always joked that we were going to go to Miss Cox’s house for a tour.  Miss Cox 

always said she’d have to clean up first.  Whenever I am prompted to answer a 

security question online, “Name of your favorite teacher,” I answer with “Miss 

Cox.”  She’s the one person we all know is definitely in Heaven.                               

– Amber (Staszak) Drenzek (TM ’02) 

Edward Osep’s senior picture. 

A school picture of Mary. 
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We invited Donald to campus for a tour.  We stopped first in the Don Bosco Legacy 
Room where Donald reminisced about his high school experience and then we 
proceeded to the Pio Nono Legacy Room where we showed Donald and Judy the 
photos and newspaper articles that detail Edward’s too short life and untimely 
death. 

As we walked through the east building and into the west building, we talked and 
compared our collective high school experiences. Two of our Development 
Department staff are alumni of Thomas More High School (1994 and 2003) and one 
is an alumna of St. Mary’s Academy (1984). It has been 75 years since Edward was a 
senior at Pio Nono and over 50 years since Donald’s graduation from Don Bosco but 
the common ground we found was that the foundations of our curriculum and the 
core values have remained. 

Our students are still receiving a high quality education that has adapted to the 
advancements in technology; they are thriving in an environment that emphasizes deep faith, strong morals, 
and high standards; they are afforded many opportunities for community service and personal growth; they 
are competitive in athletic and academic and artistic forums. They are fantastic, well-rounded young men 
and women that we are extremely proud to call ours and after four years, they are still leaving our school 
prepared to achieve a lifetime of success. 

So much has changed over the years, but so much more has remained the same. 

Thank you to all of our students who have served or are currently serving our country. Rest in peace Edward 
and all of our students who have lost their lives in active service. 



Successful 1973 Reunion 

The Class of 1973 holds great significance in the history of St. Thomas More High School. They were the first 
graduates of Thomas More High School after the merger of Don Bosco and Pio Nono high schools in the fall 
of 1972. Previously rivals, they suddenly found themselves 237 members strong competing alongside each 
other as Cavaliers, no longer Dons vs. Spartans. Any concern about friction between the students following 

the merge immediately dissolved and 40 years later, they are 
still very united in their shared experiences.  

The men that came to celebrate their reunion traveled from as 
far away as Texas to enjoy a meal and pass the microphone to 
share stories about the good times and memories of those who 
have passed. Their former teacher, Tom Knitter, said a few 
words, and classmate Dave Broskowski relayed a message from 
another former teacher, Joe Zolecki (DB ’57). 

STM’s Chief Administrator, Dr. Mark Joerres (TM ’80), spoke 
about their unique place in our history.  He also put into 
perspective the changes that have taken place at STM over 
forty years.  Most notably, tuition for the 1972-73 school year 

was $540; for the 2013-14 school year, it is $9,685.  Dr. Joerres 
said, “Your parents made sacrifices in order for you to attend.  I assure you, the parents today are still 
making those same sacrifices.”   

The Class of 1973 was inspired to collect funds in order to 
make a class gift to STM for the purpose of upgrading the 
space they once called the Library that we now refer to as 
the Community Room. (One member of the class even 
generously offered to match the total raised by the rest of 
his classmates!)  

 

The Class of 1973 at their 40th Reunion, taken in the STM Community Room. 

Joe Kitzinger and Jim Podewils catching up at the reunion. 
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Wives of the Class of 1973 admiring old yearbooks. 



May Murphy Thibaudeau Awards 

The Community Room is in need of new furniture, flooring, 
and technological upgrades so that we can continue to 
host special events at STM.  The room is also used for large 
group meetings and seminars. 

In the days following the reunion, Joe Kitzinger reflected 
on the last 40 years by saying, “In hindsight, Thomas More 
did indeed have a bigger impact on my life and future than 
I thought.  Looking back, I realize that Thomas More 
prepared me for college and the work world, and instilled 
the Christian values that I still try to live out each day.  It 
was great to see the guys that I had not seen in 40 years 
and be able to pick up right where we left off, like nothing 
had changed.  The stories shared as we passed the 
microphone and the exaggerations of some not-so-
glorious high school memories were certainly highlights of 
the evening.  Overall, I came away from the reunion with a 
lot of contact information that will allow the Class of 1973 
to get together on a more regular basis.” 

Thank you to the Class of 1973 for their support towards of 
the Community Room renovation project. 

The 13th Annual May Murphy Thibaudeau Writing Awards were held on 

May 1, 2013 to celebrate the work of sixteen talented STM students.  

May Murphy Thibaudeau was an accomplished writer well into her 90s, 

and her family gathers each year at STM for the Writing Awards, 

sponsored by her daughter and son-in-law, Clairese and Gregg 

Huennekens (DB ’65).  In the poetry category, seniors Azucena Guizar, 

Diana Nunez, and Kathryn Jablonowski, juniors Michael Cristoforo and 

Ashley Johnson, sophomores Nancy Bahena and Jazmine Alicea, and 

freshmen Reanna Wicker, Sarah Rybacki and Devon Swayne were 

recognized.  Senior Emily Halas, juniors Ashley Johnson, Adam Zydzik and Michael Cristoforo, sophomores 

Felix Acevedo and Erynn Lewis, and freshmen Isabel Miranda and Lindsay Post received accolades for their 

short story submissions.  Award winners had the opportunity to share their work in front of their families as 

well as the family of May Murphy Thibaudeau.  Thank you to Clairese and Gregg for their sponsorship and 

congratulations to our talented student writers! 
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Current pictures of the STM Community Room. 

Writing Awards celebration. 

Does your class year end in a “4” or a “9” ? If so, 
your class is due for a reunion in 2014. Please 
contact Dan Steffes at dsteffes@tmore.org for more 
details on how you can begin planning for yours. 



25 Years of Women on Campus 
At St. Thomas More High School, we strive to honor all of our alumni; but, this fall marks a special 

milestone in our history. Throughout the 2013-14 academic year, we are celebrating 25 years of women on 

campus by highlighting the amazing accomplishments of our alumnae. 

Perhaps you know someone whose career has taken them far away from the 

path they imagined when they graduated from high school.  It’s not altogether 

uncommon for someone to study English and end up in marketing.  Stacie 

Cherubini (TM ’02) is one of those stories.   

At TM, Stacie loved math, and looked up to her teachers, especially Jack Ward, 

Shannon Louward, and Tom Glyzewski, and her coaches.  “Even though I didn’t 

have him as a teacher, Mr. Rezutek was my track coach, and I felt comfortable 

going to him for homework help.”  Stacie said.  Her love of math took her to 

UW-Milwaukee, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in engineering.  After 

graduation, she decided against pursuing an engineering career, but fortunately, a hobby she picked up 

during her time at UWM would prove to be more than just something to do in her spare time. 

Stacie began making soap between semesters at UWM.  Over time, she began selling her soaps at farmer’s 

markets and craft fairs, and the positive response to her products showed her that she might be able to make 

a living by selling her handmade soaps and other products.  She opened her first Halo Soap shop in Cudahy in 

2010 and recently opened a second shop in Bay View at 2227 S. Kinnickinnic Ave.  Her products include bar 

soaps, liquid soaps, lip balm, candles, bath bombs, moisturizers, a men’s skin care line, and pet products.  Her 

products are made with everything from green tea to licorice and even Stone Creek coffee. 

When asked what lessons Thomas More taught her that prepared her for her career, Stacie said 

“Camaraderie.  I know you might expect something about the academics, and that would have been my 

answer had I gone on a different 

life path.  But what has made me 

successful is learning about 

camaraderie.  The friendships you 

form with other people and 

learning how to be a decent 

human being can really take you 

far in life.  You can be the 

smartest, best doctor or lawyer, 

but if you are a jerk, no one will 

want to work with you.”   

Stacie Cherubini (TM ‘02). 

Stacie standing inside of her Halo Soap shop in Cudahy.  
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Student Spotlight 

Our entire school body participated in this wonderful FIRST EVER STM event. 

All students, faculty, and staff walked a 4-mile route around campus 

promoting the unity of STM. The money raised will go towards  helping keep 

tuition costs down . If you would like to donate to this great cause, pledges 

are still being accepted until October 31st! Just mail in your donation to:  St. 

Thomas More, Attn: Walkathon, 2601 E. Morgan Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53207. 

My favorite part of high school was making the friends I did and staying friends with them all these years 

later.  Some of the things that solidified those friendships were retreats, down time in Campus Ministry, and 

Grad Night,” Stacie said.  After graduation, her connection to TM took on a slightly different form.  “I always 

looked forward to seeing Miss Cox at the TM Craft Fair, and it was great knowing how close she was to the 

school and everyone in it.  I was pretty crushed to hear of her passing,” she said.   

As someone who has seen her path change directions several times, Stacie has some advice for students just 

entering high school.  “Academically, get good grades, use all the resources at STM to your advantage, and 

start planning now what you want to do after graduation.  Socially, be nice to everyone.  People remember 

who the jerks were and who the nice people were and unless you plan on completely moving to the other 

side of the planet after you leave, it does matter!” 

*Please visit our website and also ‘like’ us on Facebook to view all of the profiles as they are posted. Is 

there an alumna that you’d like us to feature? Please contact Dan Steffes, Coordinator of Student & 

Alumni  Relations, by email dsteffes@tmore.org or by phone 414-481-8370.  

Lauren Champeau (STM ‘14):  named a “Commended Student” in the 2014 National Merit Scholarship 

Program. She is 1 of 34,000 students being recognized for her exceptional academic performance, and 

is placed among the top 5% of more than 1.5 million students who are in the NMS Program.  

Sophia Olmos (STM ‘14): recognized in the National Hispanic Recognition Program (through the College 

Board) based off her PSAT score; she was 1 of 5,000 selected out of over 250,000 Hispanic/Latino 

juniors who took the PSAT.   

Kaitlyn Serketich (STM ‘14):  auditioned for and attended the highly competitive Open Jar Institute—an 

intense training workshop in acting, dancing, and singing; she is 1 of 120 students across the U.S. that 

was accepted into this prestigious Performing Arts summer program. 

Daniel Wernsman (STM ‘14):  selected onto the Federal Emergency Management (FEMA) Youth 

Preparedness Council (YPC). He is 1 of 14 members, selected throughout the country, who will 

represent teens in his region and focus on figuring out how young people can play a role in emergency 

management. 
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Events Review 

Senior, Beau Branger, with his grandparents. 

Action shot of runners during this year’s race. 

S.D. Winners: L to R: Dave Klass (TM ’73), Rick Amann 
(PN ’72), Mark Slivinski (PN ’72), John Vernon. 

Chris Kempowski completing his bass weigh-in. 
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Legacy Fishing Classic—June 1st   
Thirteen teams came out for the 2nd Annual Legacy Fishing 
Classic on Pewaukee Lake.  Brian Doyle and Steve Klafke 
won with a total of 17.2 pounds of bass.  Planning has 
already begun for the 3rd Annual Legacy Fishing Classic, 
taking place on Saturday, June 7, 2014.  To get involved with 
the Legacy Fishing Classic, contact Dan Steffes at 
dsteffes@tmore.org. Thank you to sponsors BRP Evinrude, 
Uncle Josh Bait Company, Cabela’s, the Derdzinski Family, 
James L. Hintzke, CPA, S.C., Metalspun Products, and the 
Salisbury Family. 
 

TMO Legacy Golf Outing—August 5th  
The 107 golfers at the 2013 TMO enjoyed comfortable 
weather as they took on the course at Evergreen Golf Club. 
Our Blue division winners were familiar faces: Tom Piwaron 
(TM ’05), Sean Carney (TM ’05), Aaron Katzfey (TM ’05), and 
Keith Buntrock (STM ’08).  With sixteen birdies and two 
eagles, they combined for an astounding 20-under par!  In 
the Silver division, Rick Amann (PN ’72), Mark Slivinski (PN 
’72), Dave Klass (TM ’73), and John Vernon won their first 
TMO championship jackets.  The 2013 TMO raised over 
$13,000 for the Legacy Scholarship, helping to ensure that 
the children and grandchildren of our alumni can continue 
their family’s legacy at STM. Next year’s outing will take 
place on Monday, August 4, 2014. 
 

Alumni Run—August 10th  
The 16th Annual Norb Wishowski Alumni Run saw 41 runners 
compete at Greene Park on August 10, 2013.  Greg Fojtik 
(TM ’74) earned his fourth straight title for the men, 
covering the 5k course in 19:37, and Kristi (Hauser) Adyniec 
(TM ’00) won her seventh straight and eighth overall 
championship in a time of 19:21 for the 4k course.  Next 
year’s run is scheduled for Saturday, August 9, 2014, and all 
members of the STM family are welcome to attend! 
 

Grandparents Day—September 8th  
Over 40 STM students and their grandparents gathered at 
STM for this annual liturgy and breakfast celebration . Our 
new chaplain, Father Bill, presided over Mass in the STM 
Auditorium, and following the Mass, all attendees moved 
into the Community Room where they enjoyed homemade 
breakfast dishes and baked goods made by More Parents 
Voice (MPV). It was a very delightful and relaxing event! 

mailto:dsteffes@tmore.org


Are You Part of a Multi-
Generational STM Family? 

Do You Receive Our Emails? 

If you would like to be put on our email 
list so that we can update you on 
activities and events happening at STM, 
please contact Dan Steffes, Alumni and 
Student Relations Coordinator at               
414-481-8370 ext: 100 or at 
dsteffes@tmore.org.  

We are currently searching for any and all families who 
have three or more generations that have attended St. 
Thomas More or one of the predecessor schools (Pio 
Nono, Don Bosco, Saint Mary’s, or Thomas More). If 
you or someone you know qualifies, please contact 
Amy Rowell, Development Director, at 414-481-8370 
ext: 109 or arowell@tmore.org.   

4th Annual Casino Night—Saturday, October 19th, 7-10 PM @ STM Gym 
This is the biggest athletic fundraiser of the year. Tickets include food, beer, wine, 
soda, $200 in gambling money, and chances to win valuable prizes!  Tickets are $25 
per person ($40 per couple) in advance or $30 per person ($50 per couple) at the 
door.  You may designate a specific sport to receive $10 from each admission ticket 
you purchase.  Contact Athletic Director John Hoch at jhoch@tmore.org for more information.  
 

Fall Open House—Sunday, October 27th, 8 AM-12PM & Monday, October 28th,  
5-7:30 PM @STM 
We invite any prospective families interested to attend either date and learn more 
about what STM has to offer. Participants will be able to take tours of the school, 
meet with current students and teachers, and even enter for a chance to win 
scholarship money! Please contact Admissions Director, Kris Post 
at kpost@tmore.org or 414-481-8370 ext: 140 for more information. 
 

Fall Beer Dinner—Saturday, November 16th, 6 PM @ Horny Goat Hideaway 
Join us for our annual Fall Beer Dinner at the Horny Goat Hideaway. Enjoy a five-
course meal with a different beer pairing for each course. Brewmaster Dave 
Reese (TM ’97) will share his thoughts on each pairing. Guests must be 21 or 
older. Tickets are $50 per person, which includes a contribution to STM. A 
reception beer will be available when seating begins at 6:00 PM, and the first 
course will be served at 6:30 PM.  Contact Dan Steffes at dsteffes@tmore.org to 
reserve your spot!  
 

22nd Annual Arts ‘n Crafts Fair—Saturday, November 23rd, 9 AM-3 PM @ STM 
This popular annual event enters its 22nd year in 2013.  Vendors of all types of arts and 
crafts display their creations for you to purchase.  Want to sell your items at our 
event?  Download our vendor application on our website under the “Upcoming Events” 
section. Contact John Hoch at jhoch@tmore.org with any questions. 
 

Alumni Happy Hour– Friday, December 13th, 4-7 PM @ Tonic Tavern 
This is a great chance for alumni to get together and catch up in a relaxed, fun 
atmosphere. Any and all alumni are welcome to attend!  If you have any questions, 
please contact Dan Steffes at dsteffes@tmore.org or 414-481-8370 ext: 100. 
 

Upcoming Events 
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Don Bosco 

David Killian (DB ’58) received the 2013 RUAH Spirit Award in Interfaith Understanding and Partnership from 

Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries, a 47-year old organization that promotes social justice and interfaith harmony in 

the greater Boston area. 

Jeff (Bruce) Poniewaz (DB ’64) has been named Milwaukee Poet Laureate 2013-2015 by the Friends of Milwaukee 

Public Library.  A widely published poet whose work began to gain attention in the late 1960’s, Jeff for many years 

taught courses in poetry , an especially popular class of his was “Literature of Ecological Vision” at  UW-Milwaukee. 

Thomas More 

Kyle Dropp (TM ’04) received his Ph.D. in Political Science from Stanford University and accepted a position as an 

Assistant Professor in the Department of Government at Dartmouth College. 

Mike Laabs (TM ’05) married Angela Zapf on June 8th at the Basilica of St. Josaphat. 

Steve Lynch (TM ’07), our very own “Voice of the Cavaliers”, is the new broadcaster for MU Women’s Volleyball 

beginning this fall.  Steve earned his Engineering degree from MU and works full time as an Engineer.  He has been 

broadcasting sporting events since 8th grade. 

Andrea Sanfelippo (TM ’07) married Adam Davis on August 31, 2013 at the Venetian Resort in Las Vegas, NV. Fr. Mike 

Hammerer presided over the wedding. Andrea started her third year of Marquette Law School this fall. 

Malika Taalbi (TM ’05) and Robert Verhein (TM ’04) were married October 6, 2012 at St. Aloysius Church in West Allis. 

Rob recently completed his MA in Creative Writing at UW-Milwaukee, and Malika is currently in the Master of 

International Public Affairs program at UW-Madison.  The couple lives in Madison, WI. 

St. Thomas More 

Joe Sanfelippo (STM ’10) was in an off-Broadway Musical at the Cherry Lane Theater in New York City, the oldest off-

Broadway theater in NYC.  He played the Bass in the band for the musical “Waiting”. He also performs monthly at the 

Improv Musical at Comedy Sports the third Thursday of each month. 

Class  

Notes 

If you would like to share news or if you have a 

memorial that you would like included for 

publication in the next issue of the Spirit, please 

send your  information to Debbie Branger at 

dbranger@tmore.org or by mail to: St. Thomas 

More High School, Attn: Debbie Branger, 2601 E. 

Morgan Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53207. 

@STMCavaliers 
#STMCavaliers 

St. Thomas More  
High School  
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“Blessed are they that mourn,  

for they shall be comforted.” ~Matthew 5 

Joseph Barczak, father of William (DB ’60), Robert (DB ’62) and Ron (DB ’68), June 5, 2013 at the age of 96. 

Mary Helen Clark, mother of Thomas (PN ’70) and Greg (PN ’71), mother-in-law of Jeff Barber (DB ’71) and sister-in-law of John 
Wilk (PN ’69), July 17, 2013 at the age of 90. 

Mary Louise Cox, beloved, long-time, Thomas More faculty member and recent inductee to the STM Alumni Hall of Fame, August 
18, 2013 at the age of 74. 

Lynne S. Devine, wife of Robert Devine (DB ’70), July 7, 2013 at the age of 58. 

James Dombeck, father of John(TM ’77) and Mark (TM ’80), September 14, 2013 at the age of 85. 

Stefan Duchniak, father of Stephen (TM ’74) and Grandfather of Daniel (TM ’85), August 11, 2013, at the age of 91. 

Annette M. Fiskow, mother of Gerard (DB ’67) and Philip (TM ’74), June 12, 2013 at the age of 88. 

Philip F. Fons (DB ’58), September 5, 2013, at the age of 73. 

Catherine Haskin, sister of Larry Haskin (PN ’69), June 8, 2013 at the age of 64. 

Robert J. Johnson, father of Andrew (TM ’74), July 27, 2013 at the age of 87. 

Thomas A. Kaja, brother of Lawrence (DB ’63), January 3, 2013 at the age of 74. 

James J. Kleist (DB ’63), July 15, 2013 at the age of 67. 

Thomas J. Kranson (DB ’53), father of Thomas (TM ’80) and brother of Roger (DB ’56), July 18, 2013 at the age of 78. 

Ralph Kobb, father of Tim (TM ’77), Greg  (TM ’79) and Kristin (SMA ’80), June 23, 2013 at the age of 84. 

Bradley Richard Koch (DB ’50), July 30, 2013 at the age of 80. 

Thaddeus  Koralewski, father of Scott (TM ’75) and father-in-law of Mark (TM ’74), August 30, 2013 at the age of 87. 

James M. Kormanik (DB ’65), June 13, 2013 at the age of 66. 

Jerome  Kowalski (DB ’54), December 27, 2012 at the age of 75. 

Dorothy Kramschuster, grandmother of Stephanie (TM ’00) and Ryan (TM ’02), June 27, 2013 at the age of 81. 

Thomas J. Krason, father of Thomas (TM’ 80) and brother of Roger (DB ’56), July 18, 2013 at the age of 78. 

Cleone Laganowski, wife of James Laganowski (DB ’52), August 24, 2013 at the age of 77. 

Josephine Leggio, mother of Ronald (DB ’59), September 7, 2013 at the age of 96. 

Donna J. Lelinski, wife of Tom (DB ’56) and mother of Steven (TM ’82), Paul (TM ’84) and Mark (TM ’86), September 16, 2013 at 
the age of 72. 

Carole A. Luedke, mother of Jon (TM ’82), June 13, 2013 at age 79. 

Reverend Louis P. Luljak (SF ’53), August 13, 2013 at the age of 78. 

Donagene Mabel Lussier, wife of Raphael (DB ’58), August 12, 2013 at the age of 81. 

Dennis Meller, father of Christopher (TM ’98) and father-in-law of Laura Glodowski-Meller (TM ’99), June 4, 2013 at the age of 61. 

John F. Monroe (TM ’87), brother of David (TM ’84) and Joshua (TM ’98), May 11, 2013 at the age of 44. 

Anthony M. Napoli, father of Scott (TM ’75) and Michael died on August 25, 2013 at the age of 85. 

Raymond Joseph Owsiany, grandfather of Michelle (TM ’92) and Katie (TM ’03), May 30, 2013 at the age of 86. 

Jerome L. and Diane M. Pawlak, loving Grandparents of Jennifer (STM ’11) and Melissa (TM ’04), July 31, 2013, after 61 years of 
marriage.  Jerome was 86 and Diane was 81. 

Reverend Gerald Pleva (DB ’57), a former staff member of our school, September 25, 2013 at the age of 74. 

Joseph Joe Saggio, Jr., father of Chris (TM ’80) and Joe (TM ’83), September 19, 2013 at the age of 76. 

Michael A. Sajdak (DB ’49), August 19, 2013 at the age of 83. 

Mary Ann Scheuerell, dear mother of James (DB ’66), Thomas (DB ’70), Mark (PN ’72) and Edward (TM ’79), May 
18, 2013 at the age of 84. 

Martha Steffes, mother of Michael (TM ’73) and grandmother of Daniel (TM ’03), June 7, 2013 at the age of 81. 

Eunice Szatmary, mother of David (PN ’69), May 25, 2013 at the age of 85. 

Earl F. Zettel, father of Dean (TM ’76) and Todd (TM ’77), September 1, 2013 at the age of 84. 

St. Thomas More, pray for us.  

*Correction – In the Spring 2013 issue of the Spirit, Jeffrey Kramer was 

listed as the father of Jennifer (TM ’01); however, that was incorrect. 

Mr. Kramer is the father of Jennifer (TM ’97). 



 

Sunday, October 27th 

Mass 8:00AM 

Tours 9:00AM-12:00PM 

Monday, October 28th 

Tours 5:00PM-7:30PM 

——————————————— 
Placement Testing: 

8:30 AM—11:30 AM     

Friday, November 8th or 

Saturday, November 9th 

(alternate) 

 

2601 E. Morgan Ave.  
Milwaukee, WI 53207 

www.tmore.org 

 

St. Thomas More High School 
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